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VIII  LUNACY  TAND   CHARITY. 


Summary  of  Recommendations  for  Legisla- 
tive Action. 


1.  Providing  for  certification  by  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 

inability  to  find  kindred  able  to  pay  for  the  support 
of  sick  State  poor.     (See  page  43.) 

2.  Providing  for  renewal  of  periods  of  temporary  aid  fur- 

nished to  State  paupers  by  Cities  and  Towns.  (See 
pages  45,  46.) 

3.  Providing    for    the    limitation    of    expense    in    cases    of 

burial  of  State  paupers  by  Cities  and  Towns.  (See 
page  47.) 

4.  Amending  the  Act  establishing   the   Massachusetts   Hos- 

pital for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates,  so  as  to  provide 
for  (1)  the  discharge  of  inmates  of  the  hospital  by 
the  State  Board;  (2)  the  prescription  by  the  State 
Board  of  the  form  of  certificate  used  in  the  commit- 
ment of  persons  to  the  Hospital;  (3)  furnishing  the 
Hospital  authorities  with  more  specific  information 
regarding  the  patients  at  the  time  of  their  commit- 
ment.    (See  pages  87,  88.) 

5.  Providing  for  a  codification  of  the  laws  governing  the 

commitment  of  the  insane.     (See  page  102.) 

6.  Providing   for   the   adoption   of  uniform   certificates   in 

the  commitment  of  the  insane.     (See  pages  102,  103.) 

7.  Providing  for  the  publication  of  500  additional  copies  of 

those  portions  of  the  Board's  Annual  Report  relating 
TO  city  and  town  almshouses,  and  the  pauper  abstract. 

(See  pages  104,  105.) 


LUNACY  AND   CHARITY.  IX 

8.  Providing  for  the  transfer  of  the  city  and  town  pauper 

insane  to  State  Institutions  and  State  control.  (See 
page  180.) 

9.  Providing  for  certain  amendments  to  the  settlement  laws 

of  the  State.     (See  pages  180,  181.) 

10.  Repealing  the  law  providing  for  the  commitment  of  in- 

digent AND  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN  TO  TRUANT  SCHOOLS       (See 

page  182.) 

11.  Amending  the  law  of  1897  relative  to  the  support  of  the 

poor  in  towns.     (See  pages  184-186.) 

12.  Providing  for  the  commitment  of  indigent  and  neglected 

children  to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  irrespective  of 

THE   QUESTION   OF   THEIR   SETTLEMENT.       (See  pages    186,  187.) 

13.  Providing  for  the  regular  report  to  the  State  Board  of 

the  Annual  estimates  of  the  State  Almshouse,  the  State 
Farm,  and  the  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools,  and 
of  the  extraordinary  estimates  of  the  state  lunatic 
Hospitals  and  Asylums.  (See  page  225.) 
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LUNACY   AND   CHARITY. 


SUMMARY   OF   INSANE   AND   POOR. 


Insane  in  the  State  under  Supervision,  September  30,  1897. 


In  Hospitals  and  Asylums, 
In  Town  Almshouses,    . 
In  private  families, 


Total, 


6,426 
939 
121 

7,486 


Cost  of  support  in  the  State  Hospitals  and  Asylums,    $930,231.00 
Annual  cost,  per  capita,  in  the  State  Hospitals  and 

Asylums,    ........  $168.55 


Poor  in  the  State  within  the  Year  ending  September  30,  1897. 


In-Door  Poor  supported,  average,     State, 

Town, 

3,959 
9,240 

13,199 
1,704 

Out-Door  Poor  supported,  average,  State, 

Town, 

916 

788 

Out-Door  Poor  relieved,                      State, 

Town, 

16,078 
40,363 

Cost  of  support  and  relief  —  Towns, 
Cost  of  support  and  relief  —  State, 

$2,276,316 
577,336 

Total, 

$2,853,652 

STATE   BOARD   OF   LUNACY   AND   CHARITY. 


State  House,  Boston,  December  29,  1897. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy 
and  Charity,  present  herewith  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Board. 

GEORGE  W.  JOHNSON,  Chairman. 
HENRIETTA   G.   CODMAN,  Vice- Chairman. 
CHARLES   F.  DONNELLY. 
EDWARD  HITCHCOCK. 
ANNE  B.  RICHARDSON. 
LABAN   PRATT. 
LEONTINE   LINCOLN. 
JOHN  L.   HILDRETH. 

Dr.  Hildreth  dissents  from  so  much  of  the  Report  as  relates  to  the 
views  of  the  Board  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Charitable  and  Reformatory  Interests  and  Institutions  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Board  of  Insanity,  —  beginning 
with  the  words  "The  Report  of  the  Commission,'1  on  page  178,  line  15, 
and  ending  with  the  words  "well-conducted  hospital,1'  on  page  180, 
line  7. 

Mr.  Fox  withholds  his  name  from  the  Report  because  he  has  found  it 
impossible,  in  the  short  time  since  his  appointment,  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  various  legislative  changes  which  are  recommended  or  opposed 
by  the  Board. 


NINETEENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 


STATE    BOARD    OF  LUNACY  AND    CHARITY  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Poweks  and  Duties  of  the  Board. 

The  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Chanty  is  given  general 
supervision  over  the  State  Lunatic  Hospitals,  the  State  Alms- 
house, the  State  Farm,  and  the  State  Reform  Schools  ;  and 
when  directed  by  the  Governor  may  assume  and  exercise  the 
powers  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  of  said  institutions,  and  it 
may  "  assign  any  of  its  powers  and  duties  to  agents  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  and  execute  any  of  its  functions  by  said 
agents,  or  by  committees  appointed  from  and  by  said  Board." 
The  Board  is  authorized,  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor, 
to  appoint  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary,  and  fix  their 
compensation.  It  is  required  to  make  its  own  by-laws,  and 
make  an  annual  report  of  its  doings  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  embodying  in  the  report  a  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenses  of  the  Board  and  of  the  several  above-named. 
State  institutions,  and  also  a  statement  of  annual  estimates, 
and  "a  concise  review  of  the  work  of  the  several  institu- 
tions for  the  year  preceding,  with  such  suggestions  and 
recommendations  as  to  them,  and  the  charitable  and  refor- 
matory interests  of  the  State,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient." 
There  is  also  to  be  included  in  the  annual  report  information 
obtained  from  the  annual  returns  required  to  be  made  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth,  of  the  numbers  and  cost  of  persons  sup- 
ported and  relieved  at  the  expense  of  such  cities  and  towns. 

The  Board  is  required,  at  least  once  a  year,  to  "  visit  all 
places  where  State  paupers  are  supported,  and  ascertain  from 
actual  examination  and  inquiry  whether  the  laws  in  respect 
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to  such  paupers  are  properly  observed  " ;  to  visit  the  State 
Almshouse  and  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys  at  least  once 
a  month,  and  "  for  this  purpose  it  shall,  by  some  woman, 
or  women,  deputed  by  it,  have  access  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  or  night  to  the  portions  of  said  institutions  occupied 
by  the  women  or  children  there  maintained  at  the  public 
expense  " ;  and  to  visit  and  inspect  every  private  asylum  or 
receptacle  for  the  insane  at  least  once  in  every  six  months. 
It  is  charged  with  the  care  and  maintenance  of  indigent  and 
neglected  children  and  juvenile  offenders  coming  into  its 
custody  through  commitment  by  the  courts  or  otherwise, — 
including  attendance  at  Court  in  the  interest  of  such  offend- 
ers. It  is  required  that  it  shall  "  as  often  as  once  a  year 
visit  all  children  maintained  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  State, 
all  who  have  been  indentured  or  placed  in  charge  of  any 
person  by  any  state  institution,  board  or  officer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  under  any  provision  hereof,  and  all  minor 
children  supported  at  the  expense  of  any  city  or  town ;  and 
shall  inquire  into  the  condition  of  such  children,  and  make 
such  other  investigations  in  relation  thereto  as  it  may  think 
fit ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  may  have  private  interviews  with 
such  children  at  any  time."  It  prescribes  the  form  of  certifi- 
cates required  of  overseers  of  the  poor  of  cities  and  towns, 
when  paupers  are  sent  therefrom  to  the  State  Almshouse. 
It  "  may  determine  in  what  manner  overseers  of  the  poor 
shall  make  contracts  for  the  support  of  town  paupers,  and 
may  visit  and  inspect  ail  places  where  paupers  are  so  sup- 
ported." The  Board  has  the  same  powers  in  relation  to  State 
paupers  who  are  inmates  of  either  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hos- 
pitals, or  of  the  State  Almshouse,  and  their  property,  as  are 
by  law  vested  in  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  reference  to  pau- 
pers supported  or  relieved  by  towns.  It  may  transfer  pauper 
inmates  from  one  State  charitable  institution  or  lunatic  hos- 
pital to  another,  or  send  them  to  any  State  or  place  where 
they  belong ;  on  the  application  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
Reform  Schools  may  transfer  inmates  of  said  Schools  to  the 
State  Farm,  and  return  them  again  to  the  Schools  ;  in  certain 
emergencies  may  transfer  inmates  of  the  State  Almshouse  to 
the  State  Farm  ;  on  the  certificate  of  two  physicians  may 
transfer  and  commit  to  the   State   Lunatic   Hospitals   and 
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Asylums,  inmates  of  the  State  Almshouse,  the  State  Farm, 
and  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Ine- 
briates ;  and  under  certain  conditions  may  transfer  inmates 
of  private  asylums  and  of  the  Boston  Insane  Hospital  to 
other  private  asylums  and  to  State  Lunatic  Hospitals,  and 
from  such  Hospitals  to  private  asylums  and  private  dwell- 
ings ;  it  may  also  transfer  any  pauper  lunatic  from  a  State 
charitable  institution  or  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Lunatic 
Ward  of  the  State  Almshouse.  When  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  cities  and  towns  fail  to  comply  with  the  law  forbid- 
ding the  retention  in  almshouses  of  pauper  children  over  a 
certain  age,  the  authority  vested  in  said  overseers  may  be 
exercised  by  the  State  Board  to  the  exclusion  of  the  over- 
seers. 

In  the  cases  of  sick  State  poor  supported  by  cities  and 
towns,  and  State  poor  temporarily  relieved,  as  well  as  in 
cases  of  burial,  the  State  Board  has  large  administrative 
authority,  including  the  visitation  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Commonwealth  by  its  agents,  investigation  and 
decision  of  settlements,  and  the  auditing  of  bills  of  local 
authorities  against  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Statutes  provide  that  the  Board  shall  act  as  Commis- 
sioners of  Lunacy,  "  with  power  to  investigate  the  question 
of  the  insanity  and  condition  of  any  person  committed  to 
any  lunatic  hospital  or  asylum,  public  or  private,  or  re- 
strained of  his  liberty  by  reason  of  alleged  insanity  at  any 
place  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  discharge  any 
person  so  committed  or  restrained,  if,  in  its  opinion,  such 
person  is  not  insane,  or  can  be  cared  for  after  such  dis- 
charge, without  danger  to  others  and  with  benefit  to  him- 
self." The  Board  is  required  to  cause  application  to  be 
made  for  the  commitment  to  a  hospital  of  any  insane  person, 
whether  a  public  charge  or  otherwise,  whom  it  has  reason  to 
believe  is  deprived  of  proper  treatment,  and  is  confined  in 
an  almshouse  or  other  place.  It  also  has  the  legal  custody 
of  all  persons  removed  from  the  State  Hospitals  for  the 
Insane,  to  be  boarded  in  families  under  the  authority  of  the 
Board,  and  the  power  of  return  of  such  persons  to  the  Hos- 
pitals ;  and  unlimited  power  of  transfer  of  State  patients  from 
one  lunatic  hospital  to  another. 
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Members.  —  Committees.  —  Chief  Agents. 

The  nine  members  of  the  Board  are  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  for  terms  of  five  years  each,  or  until 
their  successors  are  chosen.  They  serve  without  compensa- 
tion, but  their  travelling  expenses  are  paid  by  the  State. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  membership  of  the  Board 
during  the  last  official  year  ;  Mrs.  Codman  and  Mr.  Donnelly, 
whose  terms  of  office  expired  June  7, 1897,  being  immediately 
re-appointed.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Haskell  has  resigned,  and 
Mr.  Jabez  Fox,  of  Cambridge,  has  been  appointed  in  his 
place.     The  membership  is  now  as  follows  :  — 

George  W".  Johnson,  of  Brookfield,  Chairman. 

Henrietta  G.  Codman,  of  Brookline,    Vice- Chairman, 

Charles  F.  Donnelly,  of  Boston. 

Edward  Hitchcock,  M.D.,  of  Amherst. 

Anne  B.  Richardson,  of  Lowell. 

Lab  an  Pratt,  of  Boston. 

Leontine  Lincoln,  of  Fall  River. 

John  L.  Hildreth,  M.D.,  of  Cambridge. 

Jabez  Fox,  of  Cambridge. 

The  By-Laws  of  the  Board  provide  that  regular  meetings 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month,  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Board  at  the  State  House,  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  or  at  such  other  place  and  hour  as  the  Board 
may  from  time  to  time  direct.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  Chairman  or  the  Viee-Chairnian.  The  By-Laws 
also  provide  for  the  annual  election,  in  June,  of  a  Chairman, 
a  Vice-Chairman,  a  Clerk,  a  Superintendent  of  In-Door-Poor, 
a  Superintendent  of  Out-Door-Poor,  and  an  Inspector  of 
Institutions. 

The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  are  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  Charities:  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Pratt,  Mr.  Fox. 

Committee  on  Lunacy:  Dr.  Hitchcock,  Mrs.  Codman,  Mr. 
Lincoln,  Dr.  Hildreth. 

Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions :  Mr.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Rich- 
ardson, Mr.  Lincoln. 

Committee  on  Removal  of  Insane  Persons  out  of  the  State :  The 
Chairman,  the  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  Pratt. 


1898.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  5 

The  Executive  Committee  consists  of  the  Chairman,  the 
Vice-Chairman,  and  the  Chairmen  of  the  several  Standing 
Committees. 

The  chief  agents  of  the  Board  are  the  Heads  of  the  several 
Departments. 

Stephen  C.  Wrightington  is  Superintendent  of  the  De- 
partment of  In-Door-Poor.  His  Deputies  are  Joshua  F. 
Lewis,  M.D.,  in  charge  of  the  Central  Division  ;  and  Bertha 
W.  Jacobs,  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Visitation. 

William  P.  Derby,  M.D.,  is  Superintendent  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Out-Door-Poor.     His  Deputy  is  George  B.  Tufts. 

Charles  E.  Woodbury,  M.D  ,  is  Inspector  of  Institutions. 
His  Deputy  is  Henry  C.  Prentiss,  M.D. 

John  D.  Wells  is  Clerk  and  Auditor  of  the  Board,  and 
its  disbursing  officer. 

In  addition  to  these  agents,  the  Board  regularly  employs 
nineteen  clerks,  twenty-six  visitors,  three  transportation 
officers,  and  two  messengers ;  making  a  total  of  fifty-eight 
persons,  of  whom  thirty-three  are  men,  and  twenty-five 
women.  It  has  also  in  its  service  between  seventy  and  eighty 
volunteer  visitors,  all  women.  The  clerks  are  employed  at 
the  State  House  during  the  statutory  State  House  hours ; 
the  visitors  and  transportation  officers  are  not  restricted  to 
these  hours,  but  go  whenever  and  wherever  their  duties  may 
call  them,  both  within  the  State,  and  beyond  its  borders. 


Organization  of  the  Departments. 

In  the  Central  Division  of  the  Department  of  In-Door- 
Poor  there  are,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  its  Deputy 
Superintendent,  six  clerks,  —  three  men,  and  three  women  ; 
and  two  transportation  officers,  —  a  man  and  a  woman. 
Here  the  general  business  of  the  Department  is  transacted, 
including  the  investigation  of  settlements  of  the  pauper  in- 
mates of  the  several  State  institutions,  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  liability  of  support,  — whether  by  State,  town, 
or  private  individual ;  and  this  Division  also  has  charge  of 
the  transportation  of  paupers  out  of  the  State  to  the  states 
and  countries  where  they  belong,  and  of  transfers  between 
State  Institutions.     The  Division  of  Visitation  has  the  care 
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of  the  State  minor  wards  over  three  years  of  age  boarded 
and  placed  in  families  ;  and  employs,  under  the  direction  of 
its  Deputy  Superintendent,  three  clerks,  — all  women  ;  and 
seventeen  visitors, — ten  men  and  seven  women.  Of  the 
visitors,  one  man  is  a  visitor-at-large,  with  a  general  over- 
sight of  the  duties  of  the  rest.  Nine  men  attend  courts  in 
the  interest  of  juvenile  offenders,  investigate  homes,  and  visit 
boys  in  places ;  four  women  have  the  immediate  supervision 
of  children  between  three  and  twelve  years  of  age  placed  at 
board  ;  and  one  woman,  a  visitor-at-large,  with  two  assist- 
ants, cooperates  with  the  Auxiliary  Visitors  in  the  placing 
and  oversight  of  the  girls  over  twelve  years  of  age  placed  in 
families, — this  work  including  occasional  court  attendance. 
The  Auxiliary  Visitors  live  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
and  a  few  of  them  in  adjoining  States  ;  they  are  appointed 
annually  by  the  Board  with  special  reference  to  their  quali- 
fication for  such  duties,  and  they  serve  without  pay.  They 
hold  three  meetings  each  year  for  purposes  of  consultation. 
The  Auxiliary  Visitors  in  office  at  the  close  of  the  official 
year,  September  30,  1896,  were  as  follows:  Mary  A. 
Andrews,  Vergennes,  Vt.  ;  Eliza  A.  Babbitt,  Westford ; 
Anna  M.  Bailey,  Fitchburg ;  Eliza  L.  Barnard,  Worcester; 
Mary  W.  Bartol,  Lancaster;  Cyrene  J.  Bean,  South  Paris, 
Me.  ;  Martha  B.  Bishop,  North  Brookfield  ;  Frances  Brewer, 
Northampton ;  Alice  T.  S.  Brewster,  Pittsfield ;  Elizabeth 
R.  Bridgman,  Belchertown ;  Velma  Briggs,  Hanover; 
Mary  E.  Brown,  West  Roxbury ;  Alice  W.  Burnham, 
Waltham,  Helen  J.  C.  Butler,  North  Adams;  Carrie  E. 
Buzzell,  Durham,  N.  H.  ;  Ella  F.  Bucklyn,  New  Bedford; 
Elizabeth  H.  Chapin,  Springfield;  Abby  C.  Clapp,  Read- 
ing ;  Emily  G.  Collins,  Brattleboro,  Vt.  ;  Annah  H.  R. 
Cook,  Hartford,  Conn.  ;  Mary  C.  Crump,  New  London, 
Conn.  ;  Mary  S.  Eaton,  Concord  ;  Kate  Edwards,  North- 
ampton ;  Elizabeth  H.  Elliot,  Jamaica  Plain  ;  Carrie  S. 
Emmons,  Russell;  Nella  B.  French,  Clinton;  Miranda  Gib- 
bons, Granville;  Julia  A.  Gibson,  Somerville  ;  Elvira  Gor- 
ham,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  ;  Ellen  M.  Hartwell,  Littleton 
Common  ;  Mary  Catherine  Hicks,  Stafford  Springs,  Conn.  ; 
Lucy  A.  Hitchcock,  Palmer;  Florence  W.  Hutchinson, 
Pepperell ;   Leura  E.   Jenkins,   Barre ;  Maria  L.  Johnson, 
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Lynn  ;  Adelaide  H.  Jones,  East  Derry,  N.  H.  ;  Amanda  T. 
C.  King,  Thompsonville,  Conn.  ;  Sarah  F.  Lampher,  Mont- 
ville,  Conn.  ;  Ophelia  M.  A.  Lovejoy,  Haverhill ;  Lois  Allyn 
Mason,  Winchendon ;  Caroline  E.  Maynard,  Dedham ; 
Mabel  G.  Merrill,  Worcester;  Elizabeth  Merriam,  South 
Framingham ;  Ella  F.  Morrison,  Lawrence ;  Lucy  A. 
Morton,  Springfield;  Mary  K.  Morton,  Hatfield;  Harriet 
E.  Noyes,  Ipswich;  Ellen  A.  Newell,  Winchester;  Hose 
Chandler  Paine,  Worcester ;  Mary  W.  Palfrey,  Cambridge  ; 
Sarah  F.  Palmer,  Livermore  Falls,  Me.  ;  Amelia  S.  Phelps, 
Wilbraham ;  Amy  Porter,  Hartford,  Conn.  ;  Lydia  A.  Pratt, 
Shelburne  Falls;  Sarah  C.  Purrington,  Farmington,  Me.; 
Catherine  N.  Ranger,  North  Brookfield;  Sarah  C.  Read, 
North  Adams ;  S.  Ellen  Robertson,  Chicopee ;  Mary  C. 
Rogers,  Canton;  Celeste  S.  Russell,  Great  Barrington ; 
Mary  H.  Rust,  East  Bridge  water ;  Frances  N.  Shepard 
Lowell;  Helen  T.  Spalding,  Webster;  Ellen  B.  Stebbins, 
Roslindale ;  Marrietta  H.  Stevens,  Westfield ;  Elizabeth 
Thurber,  Plymouth ;  Hattie  M.  Trask,  Richmond,  Me.  ; 
Charlotte  H.  P.  Twitchell,  Greenfield  ;  Lucy  G.  Wadsworth, 
Boston  ;  Eliza  G.  Washburn,  Hyde  Park  ;  Alice  E.  Wether- 
bee,  Fall  River ;  Martha  Lee  Whelden,  West  Barnstable  ; 
Harriet  R.  Wiley,  Wellfleet;  C.  Amelia  Williams,  Taunton  ; 
Mary  L.  Williams,  Dedham ;  Emma  M.  Wilson,  Athol ; 
Elizabeth  L.  Withington,  Newburyport ;  Adeline  V.  Wood, 
Middleborough ;  M.  Anna  Yerrington,  Norwich,  Conn. 

In  the  Department  of  Oat-Door  Poor,  which  is  concerned 
with  the  cases  of  sick  State  poor,  dangerous  diseases,  tempo- 
rary relief,  and  infant  wards  of  the  State,  there  are  employed, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Deputy,  six  clerks,  — 
all  women  ;  and  eleven  visitors,  — -  ten  men,  and  one  woman. 
Two  of  the  visitors,  a  man  and  a  woman,  are  physicians, 
and  are  occupied  with  the  visitation  and  general  manage- 
ment of  pauper  infants,  —  wards  of  the  State  under  three 
years  of  age,  —  boarded  in  families;  and  one  of  them  also 
with  the  visitation  of  the  State  inmates  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  and  the  Carney  Hospital.  Another  visitor  has  the 
immediate  supervision  of  licensed  boarding-houses  for  infants, 
and  investigates  cases  of  violation  of  the  infant  boarding- 
house  law.     He  is  also  appointed  by  the  Board  as  a  special 
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district  police  officer,  under  the  legislation  of  1895,  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  laws  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
tection of  infants.  The  other  visitors,  assigned  to  different 
sections  of  the  State,  make  personal  examinations  and  reports 
of  all  cases  of  which  the  Superintendent  has  notice  under  the 
laws. 

In  the  Department  of  Inspector  of  Institutions  there  are 
employed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Deputy,  three  clerks,  — 
a  man  and  two  women  ;  and  a  visitor,  —  a  woman,  who  is 
chiefly  engaged  in  the  visitation  of  local  almshouses,  and  of 
the  insane  boarded  in  families.  It  is  the  Inspector's  duty  to 
exercise  constant  watchfulness  over  all  the  institutions  the 
Board  is  required  to  supervise,  including  all  city  and  town 
almshouses  containing  insane  inmates  ;  to  see  that  the  stat- 
utes regulating  the  commitment  and  detention  of  lunatics  are 
complied  with  ;  to  execute  all  the  provisions  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  board  of  insane  persons  in  families  ;  to  make 
detailed  monthly  reports  of  all  his  visitations  ;  and  to  per- 
form statistical  work  not  otherwise  assigned.  He  is  thus 
the  Board's  general  supervisory  officer,  and  its  principal 
agent  in  the  performance  of  its  duties  as  a  Commission  in 
Lunacy. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board,  who  employs  an  assistant,  is 
required  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  and  of 
several  of  its  Committees,  and  keep  a  record  of  all  their 
transactions  ;  to  conduct  the  Board's  correspondence,  under 
its  direction  ;  to  secure  from  Overseers  of  the  Poor  stated 
returns  concerning  pauper  children  supported  in  almshouses 
and  in  private  families,  and  pauper  adults  boarded  in  families  ; 
to  receive  and  disburse  all  money  used  by  the  visitors  of  the 
Board  for  their  travelling  expenses  ;  to  have  custody  of  the 
Board's  records  and  files,  and  of  all  funds  that  may  come  to 
the  Board  or  its  wards  ;  and  to  audit  all  bills  against  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

The  Juvenile  Wards  of  the  State. 

The  juvenile  wards  of  the  State  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes,  namely: — juvenile  offenders,  neglected  children, 
dependent  children,  and  pauper  infants. 
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Juvenile  offenders  are  children  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  seventeen  years,  convicted  of  crime  or  misdemeanor, 
and  committed  by  the  courts  to  the  custody  of  the  State 
Board,  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys,  or  the  State  Industrial 
School  for  Girls. 

Neglected  children  are  children  between  three  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  who,  by  reason  of  the  wilful  neglect  of  their 
parents,  are  committed  by  the  courts  to  the  custody  of  the 
State  Board. 

Before  the  trials  of  both  these  classes  of  children,  notice 
must  be  given  by  the  courts  to  the  State  Board,  and  also  to 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  child ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  agent  of  the  Board,  appointed  to  attend  the  trial,  to 
possess  himself  of  all  important  facts  in  relation  to  the  case, 
in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  advise  the  magistrate  as  to 
the  best  disposition  of  the  child. 

The  third  class,  or  the  dependent  children,  are  children 
between  three  and  sixteen  years  of  age  without  local  settle- 
ments, who,  by  reason  of  orphanage,  or  the  poverty  of  their 
parents,  are  dependent  upon  the  State  for  their  support. 
The  greater  part  of  them  come  into  the  care  of  the  Board 
directly  from  the  State  Almshouse.  It  has  been  suggested, 
and  the  Board  will  recommend,  that  all  children  of  this  class, 
as  well  as  the  juvenile  offenders  and  neglected  children,  be 
cared  for  and  supported  by  the  State,  irrespective  of  the 
question  of  their  settlement.  This  matter  will  be  specially 
considered  in  a  later  portion  of  the  Report. 

When  juvenile  offenders  are  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Board,  they  are  generally  placed  at  once  in  some  selected 
family  in  Massachusetts,  or  elsewhere  in  New  England. 
Occasionally,  when  the  offence  is  slight,  and  the  home  is 
exceptionally  good,  they  are  placed  with  their  parents  on 
probation.  Some  of  the  boys  are  temporarily  cared  for 
by  Mrs.  White,  of  Ludlow,  where  they  remain  for  a  few 
weeks  before  being  placed.  Should  family  trial  prove  un- 
successful, the  Board  is  authorized,  under  the  original  mitti- 
mus, to  commit  children  of  this  class  to  the  Lyman  School, 
or  the  State  Industrial  School,  where  they  may  remain  a 
year,  or  longer,  before  being  again  released  on  probation. 

Dependent  and  neglected  children  coming  under  the  care  of 
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the  Board,  if  incapable  of  self-support,  are  placed  directly  in 
families  at  board,  or  if  able  to  support  themselves,  in  such 
families  without  payment  for  board  ;  and  in  either  case  they 
may  be  placed  temporarily  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Bean,  of 
Arlington. 

All  these  children  are  under  the  care  of  the  Department 
of  In-Door  Poor.  They  are  constantly  visited  and  closely 
watched  by  the  visitors  of  the  Department,  and  are  changed 
from  place  to  place  when  it  seems  advisable. 

The  fourth  class  is  the  class  of  pauper  infants,  or  indigent 
and  neglected  children  under  three  years  of  age,  who  come 
under  the  care  of  the  Board's  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor 
through  commitment  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  or  by  the 
Courts,  directly  from  the  State  Almshouse,  and  also  under 
the  several  laws  providing,  (1)  that  legitimate  children 
under  three  years  of  age  may  be  placed  in  the  custody  of 
the  Board  by  parents  and  guardians  unable  to  support  them  ; 
(2)  that  illegitimate  children  under  two  years  of  age  may 
be  given  up  by  their  mothers  for  adoption  ;  (3)  that  illegiti- 
mate children  under  two  years  of  age  may  be  removed  from 
their  boarding  places  when  their  health  or  life  is  in  danger 
through  the  neglect  or  incompetency  of  those  having  them 
in  charge. 

In  all  these  cases  physical  examinations  are  made  of  the 
children  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Department,  or  one 
of  his  medical  officers,  and  all  possible  information  concern- 
ing them  is  obtained  ;  and  as  regards  the  question  of  their 
final  reception  by  the  Department,  the  present  and  future 
welfare  of  these  children  is  the  chief  consideration.  The 
Board  has  more  than  once  placed  itself  on  record  as  opposed 
to  the  unnecessary  separation  of  infants  from  their  mothers, 
and  it  is  only  in  exceptional  cases  that  such  separation  is 
regarded  as  justifiable.  Nearly  all  the  children  received  are 
first  sent  to  the  temporary  nursery  in  Eoxbury,  where  they 
are  bathed  and  clothed,  and  are  given  such  medical  and 
surgical  treatment  as  may  be  required. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  official  year,  September  30,  1897, 
there  were  3,004  children  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
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Board;  437  of  them  being  in  Institutions,  1,645  self-sup- 
porting, and  922  at  board  in  families.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  the  previous  year  were  2,852,  459,  1,576,  and 
817.  Of  the  437  in  Institutions,  36  were  in  the  State 
Almshouse, — -17  of  them  being  infants  in  care  of  their 
mothers,  and  the  other  19  defective  in  body  or  mind.  Of 
the  other  2,968  children,  530  were  classed  as  dependents, 
724  as  neglected,  1,499  as  juvenile  offenders,  and  215  as 
infants.  The  dependent  and  the  neglected  children  were  all 
in  the  custody  of  the  Board  in  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor.  Of  the  1,499  juvenile  offenders,  363  were  in  the 
custody  of  the  Board  in  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 
257  were  in  the  Lyman  School,  144  in  the  Industrial  School, 
486  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Lyman  School, 
outside  the  School,  and  249  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  State  Industrial  School,  outside  the  School.  The  215 
infants  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Board  in  the  Department 
of  Out-Door  Poor. 

The  same  statement  may  be  made  in  tabular  form,  as  fol- 
lows :  - — 


Classification  of  Juvenile  Wards  of  the  State,  September  30,  1897. 
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Children   Over  Three  Years  of  Aye. 

Of  the  children  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor,  October  1,  1896,  623  were  regularly  at  board.  To 
this  number  there  were  added,  during  the  year,  286,  making 
a  total  of  909  children  regularly  at  board  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  Of  these  909,  free  homes  were  found  with  other 
than  relatives  for  104  ;  there  were  released  to  parents  or 
relatives  60  ;  5  were  adopted  ;  3  were  indentured  ;  1  eloped  ; 
1  died;  and  11  were  placed  in  various  State  Institutions; 
leaving  724  children  at  board  September  30,  1897.  Of 
these  724,  83  were  juvenile  offenders,  temporarily  at  board. 
The  remaining  641,  —  dependent  and  neglected  children, — 
were  almost  all  under  twelve  years  of  age,  and  about  three- 
fourths  of  them  under  ten.  In  addition  to  the  5  boarded 
children  adopted,  13  other  neglected  or  dependent  children, 
not  at  board,  were  also  adopted;  making  a  total  of  18  such 
children  adopted  during  the  year,  and  thus  placed  beyond  all 
reasonable  prospect  of  again  becoming  a  public  charge. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  wards  of  the  State  during  the 
year  by  the  paid  visitors  of  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor 
was  5,446,  and  the  number  paid  by  the  Auxiliary  Visitors 
was  690. 

The  following  table  gives  the  cost  of  visitation  and  mainten- 
ance of  the  State  Children  in  charge  of  the  Department  of 
In-Door  Poor  for  a  series  of  years,  and  shows  that  the 
increased  cost  of  the  last  year  is  for  maintenance  only, 
and  is  partly  occasioned  by  the  transference  to  the  Board's 
care,  on  account  of  the  closing  of  the  State  Primary  School, 
of  a  number  of  children,  the  residuum  of  many  years,  for 
whom  the  discipline  of  an  ordinary  home  was  insufficient ; 
and  partly  by  the  necessity  of  subjecting  certain  recently 
committed  juvenile  offenders  to  a  closer  inspection  and 
stricter  discipline  than  can  be  found  in  an  ordinary  family. 
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Table  Showing  Cost  of  State  Children.     Average  Numbers. 


Average 

Mainten- 

Visita- 

Total. 

Number. 

ance. 

tion. 

(  State  Primary  School, 
1891. J 

(  Boarded  in  Families, 

317 

$51,637 

- 

$51,637 

231 

24,192 

$2,484 

26,676 

Totals,      . 

548 

$75,829 

$2,484 

$78,313 

(  State  Primary  School, 
1892. J 

(  Boarded  in  Families, 

280 
262 

$54,557 
26,417 

$2,478 

$54,557 
28,895 

Totals,      . 

542 

$80,974 

$2,478 

$83,452 

(  State  Primary  School, 
1893. J 

(  Boarded  in  Families, 

192 

308 

$45,873 
31,734 

$3,074 

$45,873 
34,808 

Totals,      . 

500 

$77,607 

$3,074 

$80,681 

(  State  Primary  School, 
1894.  J 

(  Boarded  in  Families, 

204 
362 

$47,849 
37,509 

$3,806 

$47,849 
41,315 

Totals,      . 

566 

$85,358 

$3,806 

$89,164 

(  State  Primary  School, 
1895. J 

(  Boarded  in  Families, 

65 
504 

$23,913 
57,081 

$4,630 

$23,913 
61,711 

Totals,      . 

569 

$80,994 

$4,630 

$85,624 

1896.    Boarded  in  Families, 

575 

$70,723 

$5,602 

$76,325 

1897.    Boarded  in  Families, 

675 

96,898 

5,934 

102,831 

As  illustrative  of  the  work  of  the  Children's  Division  of 
the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor,  a  few  typical  cases  are 
here  presented. 

Anna,   Emma  and  Willie   .     The   parents    of  these 

children  are  natives  of  Scotland,  and  were  married  in  South 
Boston  eight  years  ago.  The  father  is  a  baker,  earning 
$14.00  per  week ;  he  gives  his  earnings  to  his  wife,  who 
spends  it  for  liquor.  She  is  twenty-four  years  old,  and  when 
the  children  were  taken  away,  was  helplessly  drunk,  with  a 
six  months'  old  babe  at  her  breast,  without  a  particle  of  cloth- 
ing on  it.  The  house  was  a  low  resort.  The  children,  two 
girls  of  seven  and  five,  and  a  boy  of  three  and  one  half 
years,  were  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  and  in 
one  week  were  fitted  out  with  necessary  clothing,  and  placed 
at  board  on  a  large  farm.     They  were  puny,  delicate  chil- 
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dren.  Their  delight  with  the  home  and  surroundings  was 
unbounded.  They  feasted  on  the  good  things  which  were 
abundantly  supplied,  and  in  two  weeks  became  ill,  owing, 
without  doubt,  to  the  marked  change  from  their  former  scanty 
living  to  that  of  plenty.  A  quart  of  milk  a  day  proved  too 
much,  and  a  little  more  temperance  in  eating  for  awhile  was 
advised,  when  they  recovered  rapidly,  although  during  their 
illness  it  was  feared  that  the  oldest  girl,  who  was  extremely 
thin,  would  go  into  a  decline.  On  the  first  visit  to  the 
children,  in  the  course  of  three  months,  an  obvious  change 
was  noticeable  in  their  condition  ;  their  eyes  were  bright 
and  their  cheeks  showed  a  bit  of  color.  They  were  out 
picking  berries,  and  when  the  visitor  found  them  and 
asked  if  they  knew  who  she  was,  they  eagerly  replied, 
"Yes,  you  are  the  lady  who  gave  us  the  aprons."  It 
was  at  once  discovered  that  the  youngest  girl  was  inferior 
mentally,  as  weli  as  physically.  She  stammered  badly  when 
talking,  and  seemed  unable  to  control  her  tongue  and  other 
members,  shaking  her  head  and  staggering  when  walking 
like  an  intoxicated  person.  Subsequent  visits  found  her 
developing  what  later  proved  to  be  epilepsy,  and  after  a 
faithful  trial  at  board,  receiving  good  care  and  medical  atten- 
tion, she  was  placed  at  the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children, 
where  it  is  at  present  considered  doubtful  if  she  will  ever  be 
much  improved.  The  other  children  have  improved  con- 
stantly in  health  and  behavior.  On  June  24,  1893,  when 
nearly  three  years  of  age,  the  only  child  remaining  with 
the  parents  was  committed  by  the  court  to  the  custody 
of  the  Board,  the  mother  being  still  a  confirmed  drunkard, 
and  having  deserted  her  family  a  few  weeks  previous.  This 
boy  joined  his  brother  and  sisters  at  board,  is  now  attending 
school,  and  is  a  fairly  healthy  child,  as  well  as  his  brother. 
The  oldest  girl,  though  now  thirteen  years  of  age  and  in 
ordinary  health,  is  thin,  highstrung,  nervous,  and  possessed 
of  a  violent  temper,  bordering  at  times  almost  on  insanity. 
The  family  with  whom  she  has  been  at  board  have  under- 
stood her  nature,  and  knowing  the  cause  to  be  physical,  have 
exercised  the  greatest  patience  and  kindness  with  her,  and 
she  outgrows  her  fits  of  temper  in  a  measure.  Last  Spring 
she  was  placed  in  a  free  home,  to  be  company  and  a   little 
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help  to  a  kindly  widow,  who  sends  her  regularly  to  school 
and  church,  and  furnishes  her  musical  instruction  at  home. 
She  is  happy  and  well  cared  for. 

Arthur  P .     This  child  was  committed  to  the  custody 

of  the  Board  when  seven  years  old,  as  a  neglected  child. 
The  mother  was  a  bad  character,  and  was  at  the  time  in  jail 
for  drunkenness;  the  father  was  an  unreliable,  intemperate, 
improvident  man,  who  would  not  provide  for  his  family. 
Arthur  was  an  only  child.  Shortly  after  his  commitment  he 
was  placed  at  board  on  a  farm  in  the  country,  and  quickly 
improved  in  health  and  somewhat  in  manners  ;  was  smart 
but  mischievous,  and,  though  attending  school,  paid  but  little 
attention  to  study.  As  he  grew  older  he  showed  a  strong 
disposition  to  quarrel  and  fight  among  his  playmates.  Once 
he  said  he  "  could  not  help  it,  he  had  seen  his  father  beat  his 
mother  and  kick  her  down  stairs  and  he  felt  like  fighting," 
exhibiting  plainly  the  nature  he  had  inherited.  During  the 
five  years  he  was  boarded  before  he  reached  his  twelfth  year, 
he  was  provided  with  three  good  homes,  or  boarding  places, 
the  change  in  each  instance  bein^  made  on  account  of  his  bad 
conduct.  When  twelve  years  of  age,  it  was  thought  advis- 
able to  try  him  on  a  farm,  where  he  could  do  a  few  chores 
toward  earning  his  board  and  clothes.  In  each  of  several 
attempts  then  and  later,  he  has  proved  entirely  unsatisfac- 
tory. On  November  3,  1894,  he  was  again  placed  at  board, 
and  reports  of  his  conduct  and  progress  until  the  present 
date  are  as  follows  :  —  "  December  6, 1894.  Not  doing  well, 
so  will  probably  have  to  be  re-located.  Needs  some  one  who 
can  govern  him,  as  he  swears  at  his  school  teacher  and  is 
constantly  making  trouble  in  school.  Mrs.  H.  says  she 
would  not  board  him  permanently  for  $5.00  per  week." 
"  Jan.  10,  1895.  When  Arthur  found  he  would  have  to  be 
removed,  he  promised  faithfully  to  do  better  and  Mrs.  H. 
will  give  him  further  trial."     "  Jan.  17,  1895.     Arthur  still 

causes  constant   trouble  at  home    and  school.     Mr.  H 

refuses  to  keep  him  longer.  I  have  re-located  him  to-day 
with  Mrs.  S."  "  May  4,  1895.  Again  re-located  with  Mr. 
T."  "July  16,  1895.  Not  very  satisfactory.  Am  of  the 
opinion  that  he  is  not  trying  to  do  well,  hoping  to  be  re- 
turned to  his  former  place."     "Nov.  16,  1895.     His  school 
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teacher  complains  of  his  conduct  and  Mr.  T refuses  to 

keep  him.  Have  placed  him  with  Mrs.  R."  "Jan.  13, 
1896.  Because  of  his  bad  conduct  Mrs.  R.  refuses  to  board 
him  longer.     Have   placed  him   with  Mr.   B."     "Apr.    1, 

1896.  Arthur  has  nervous  attacks  that  so  alarm  Mrs.  B. 
she  refuses  to  keep  him  longer.  Re-located  to-day  with 
Mrs.  S.,  with  whom  he  was  boarded  a  year  ago."  "Nov. 
25,  1896.  Doing  unusually  well.  Has  been  returned  to 
school  on  his  promise  of  future  good  behavior,  and  Mrs.  S. 
making  a  special  request.  He  seems  to  be  irresponsible." 
"Feb.  15,  1897.  Was  expelled  from  school  for  bad  be- 
havior.    It  is  difficult  to  keep  him  in  a  place."     "  Apr.  24, 

1897.  Removed  from  Mrs.  S.  and  placed  on  trial,  without 
payment  of  board,  with  Mr.  H.  where  he  remained  only  a 
few  days,  then  eloped  and  returned  to  Mrs.  S.  It  is  useless 
to  try  to  place  this  boy  in  a  home  where  he  can  be  self- 
supporting."  "Sept.  15,  1897  (latest  report).  Arthur's 
influence  over  the  other  boys  has  been  so  bad  I  have  been 
compelled  to  remove  him  and  today  have  placed  him  at 
board  with  Mr.  W.  in  Vermont." 

Willie  H -.     On  Feb.  9,  1882,  a  little  boy  was  found 

in  a  small  town  in  this  State.  On  his  clothing  was  pinned  a 
paper  recording  the  date  of  his  birth,  but  there  was  no  clue 
whatever  regarding  his  parentage.     He  was  given  a  name, 

"  Willie -,"  the  surname  being  that  of  the  town 

from  which  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board. 
He  was  immediately  placed  at  board  in  a  private  family,  in  a 
remote  locality  in  the  State,  and  visitors  of  the  Department, 
who  saw  him  frequently,  reported  him  as  "developing  into 
a  bright,  healthy,  interesting  child."  When  of  suitable  age 
he  entered  school,  and  his  progress  thereafter  is  noted  as 
follows:  —  "an  intelligent  pupil,  in  perfect  health,  in  an 
especially  comfortable  home  with  pleasant  surroundings. '' 
Later,  "attends  school  and  Sunday  School ;  has  improved 
much  in  appearance  and  behavior  during  the  last  six  months." 
"Oct.  29,  1890.  Is  well,  but  complains  of  *  backache ' ;  is 
a  bright  scholar  and  quite  a  worker ;  his  home  all  that  could 
be  desired."  "  March  12,  1891.  Well  cared  for,  as  he  has 
ever  been.  The  family  have  many  plans  for  his  future." 
"  Dec.  3,  1891.     William's  eyes  have  been  troubling  him  of 
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late  ;  are  quite  painful  at  times.  The  family  ask  permission 
to  take  him  to  an  eminent  oculist  for  examination,  agreeing 
to  bear  the  expenses.  They  desire  to  keep  the  boy  after 
payment  for  board  ceases."  "  Feb.  9,  1892.  Willie  having 
now  arrived  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  the  family  agree  to  pro- 
vide for  him  henceforth  at  their  own  expense."  "  Sept.  12, 
1893,  Still  attending  school  and  growing  fast.  His  eyes, 
which  were  treated  by  an  oculist,  are  all  right  now."  "  June 
4,  1895.  A  general  favorite  ;  has  not  been  absent  or  tardy 
at  school  for  two  years ;  his  teacher  speaks  well  of  him 
and  says  he  is  very  bright  in  mathematics  and  history." 
"  Feb.  12,  1896.  Attending  private  school  this  winter,  as 
he  has  trouble  with  his  eyes  again  and  wears  glasses." 
"Mar.  27,  1897.  Doing  all  right;  splendid  boy;  good 
scholar."  Mrs.  A.  and  her  daughter  say  they  could  not  get 
on  without  their  "boy",  who  is  devoted  to  his  home,  and 
tries  in  every  way  he  can  to  take  a  son's  place  to  them. 

J.  B.  This  child  was  received  into  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  as  a  dependent  child,  when  about  three  years  of  age, 
her  father  a  drunkard  in  the  House  of  Correction,  the  mother 
in  an  insane  asylum,  and  four  older  brothers  and  sisters  also 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board.  Later  on,  one  sis- 
ter was  committed  to  an  insane  asylum,  and  the  two  brothers 
were  sent  to  penitentiaries  for  continued  larceny.  J.  was 
placed  at  board  in  private  families,  and  developed  into  a 
very  bright  and  pretty  child,  though  bold,  excitable  and 
wilful.  After  five  years  of  age  she  attended  school  regu- 
larly, enjoyed  life  on  a  farm,  and  in  her  play  showed  decided 
preference  for  the  companionship  of  boys.  At  ten  years  of 
age  she  was  as  large  and  well  developed  as  a  girl  of  thirteen 
years,  with  a  bright,  sprightly  manner,  and  a  very  pretty 
face,  which  attracted  many  people  to  her.  Knowing  well 
her  ancestry,  it  was  a  source  of  anxiety  where  to  place  her, 
but  a  woman  who  had  boarded  her  when  a  little  child,  from 
whom  she  had  been  removed  on  account  of  illness,  had  re- 
tained a  deep  interest  in  her  during  the  intervening  years, 
and  now  applied  to  make  a  home  for  her,  with  her  own  two 
boys.  "  She  had  never  had  a  daughter,"  she  said,  and  her 
boys  had  always  regarded  "Daisy"  as  their  sister,  and 
begged  she  might  come  back  to  them,  offering  "to  go  bare- 


18  LUNACY  AND   CHARITY.  [Jan. 

foot  to  save  their  shoes  if  she  might  only  come."  The 
opportunity  seemed  a  good  one  for  the  girl,  and  after  ac- 
quainting Mrs.  M.  with  as  many  facts  concerning  her  early 
surroundings  as  was  thought  wise  in  view  of  the  future 
before  her,  J.  was  placed  in  her  home.  She  has  been  there 
now  five  years,  which  have  been  full  of  care  and  anxiety  for 
Mrs.  M.  It  has  been  no  easy  task  to  control  her  spirited, 
restless  nature.  She  still  has  spells  of  stubbornness,  but  is 
wisely  governed,  and  is  devoted  to  her  home.  She  attends 
High  School,  and  is  a  good  scholar  and  is  given  instruction 
in  music  at  home,  is  treated  every  way  as  a  beloved  daughter 
of  the  family,  and  bids  fair  to  continue  as  a  credit  to  good 
society,  despite  the  odds  against  her  at  her  birth. 

E.  C.  was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Board  as  a  depend- 
ent, at  the  age  of  live  and  a  half  years.  Her  parents  were 
in  correctional  institutions  at  the  time,  and  never  made  any 
subsequent  effort  to  claim  her.  E.  was  boarded  about  five 
years,  was  a  bright,  interesting  child,  though  somewhat 
troublesome  in  her  first  homes.  Payment  for  board  ceased 
when  she  was  in  her  eleventh  year.  Her  first  free  home  was 
kept  about  a  year,  the  next  proved  to  be  a  permanent  one. 
She  attended  school,  being  treated  in  all  respects  like  a 
daughter  of  the  family.  This  year  she  was  graduated  from 
the  High  School  of  the  town,  ranking  second  in  her  class, 
and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  teaching  school.  Her 
social  standing  has  always  been  excellent. 

M.  S.  was  committed  to  the  Board  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
for  "  larceny  from  the  person."  She  was  sent  to  the  Primary 
School,  where  she  remained  until  fourteen,  was  then  sent  to 
a  place,  and  did  very  well  in  her  work,  being  capable  for  her 
age,  but  her  employer  found  that  she  was  dishonest,  and, 
after  a  trial  of  a  year  and  a  half,  returned  her  to  our  care. 
In  her  second  place  the  same  thing  was  repeated  ;  she  did 
good  work,  and  was  much  liked  by  the  family,  but  eventu- 
ally yielded  to  the  old  temptation,  and  they  were  forced  to 
send  her  back  to  us.  She  was  now  in  her  seventeenth  year, 
and  we  began  to  despair  of  her  reform,  still,  a  third  attempt 
was  made,  the  people  who  took  her  fully  understanding  her 
weaknesses.  The  last  lesson,  however,  proved  effectual,  and 
from  that  day  to  this,  some  three  years  and  a  half,  not  a  com- 
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plaint  has  reached  us.  She  has  been  in  her  home  over  two 
years,  has  worked  in  a  mill,  and  is  a  help  and  comfort  to  her 
family. 

E.  C.  was  committed  to  the  State  Industrial  School  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  on  the  charge  of  "  night-walking."  She  had 
had  nothing  in  her  home  that  was  helpful,  her  parents  had  sepa- 
rated, her  father  being  intemperate,  her  mother  of  doubtful 
reputation.  E.  remained  in  the  school  about  a  year  and  a 
half.  Her  first  place  was  kept  eight  months  ;  she  had  too 
much  liberty,  so  was  re-located,  remaining  in  the  second 
home  ten  months  ;  she  showed  much  improvement,  yet  it 
became  necessary  to  give  her  a  third  trial.  The  last  experi- 
ment was  more  successful  ;  this  time  she  was  sent  to  a  farm 
home,  on  the  outskirts  of  a  village,  by  her  own  request, 
having  said  she  preferred  country  life.  She  is  still  in  this 
famil}7,  though  now  of  age,  and  expects  to  remain  until  she 
enters  a  home  of  her  own. 

E.  P.  Age  12  years.  The  mother  and  father  of  this 
girl  had  separated,  and  the  mother  was  obliged  to  work, 
leaving  E.  to  the  care  of  her  grandmother.  E.  had  a  pecul- 
iar disposition  and  an  ungovernable  temper ;  and  as  she 
grew,  she  learned  to  swear,  stole  money  from  her  relatives, 
and  had  periods  of  being  violent.  She  was  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  Board,  and  placed  in  the  country  with  a 
woman  who  had  dealt  successfully  with  unruly  girls.  She 
has  been  in  this  home  six  months,  and  has  given  no  unusual 
trouble.  She  attends  school  regularly,  and  writes  her  mother 
happy  accounts  of  her  life  on  the  farm. 

M.  B.  Age  16  years.  A  complaint  of  stubbornness  was 
entered  against  this  girl  by  her  father,  because  she  had  left 
home,  and  was  living  with  a  woman  who  had  formerly  been 
in  their  neighborhood.  Investigation  revealed  the  fact  that 
repeated  abuse  by  both  father  and  mother  had  driven  the 
daughter  from  home.  She  is  self-supporting,  and  is  well 
recommended  by  her  employers  and  the  woman  with  whom 
she  took  refuge.  She  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board  and  left  with  her  parents,  subject  to  visitation,  for 
such  time  as  they  shall  properly  treat  her. 

I.  S.  Age  14  years.  She  stole  clothing  from  a  neighbor, 
and  rigidly  denied  the  same.     She  was  put  on  probation,  is 
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frequently  visited  and  made  to  feel  that  the  Commonwealth 
is  watching  over  her  conduct.  There  has  been  no  repetition 
of  the  crime. 

D.  B.  This  girl's  parents  drank  more  or  less,  and  had 
left  her,  since  her  babyhood,  almost  entirely  to  the  care  of 
others.  Her  home  life  was  made  so  unbearable  that  she 
resorted  to  the  streets,  often  remaining  until  late  into  the 
night.  A  period  of  probation  brought  no  improvement  in 
the  relations  between  parents  nnd  daughter,  who  was  drift- 
ing into  immorality.  D.  was  too  far  advanced  in  vagrant 
habits  to  be  placed  at  once  in  anyone's  household,  so  she  was 
sent  to  the  Industrial  School  for  training,  and  to  get  her 
first  experience  of  a  home. 

K.  S.,  age  16,  is  a  girl  who  was  arrested  for  drunkenness. 
She  claimed  to  have  come  from  New  York,  but  had  been 
drifting  about  Boston,  frequenting  the  lowest  places  until 
her  arrest.  She  was  committed  to  Lancaster,  though  in  some 
respects  hers  seemed  a  case  more  suitable  for  Sherborn.  For 
months  after  entering  the  School,  her  attitude  toward  the 
officers  was  utterly  discouraging.  She  told  them  it  was  use- 
less to  try  to  reform  her ;  as  soon  as  she  was  released  she 
should  return  to  her  former  life.  Now,  after  ten  months  of 
patient  work  on  the  part  of  the  Superintendent  and  other 
officers,  K.  is  softening  and  shows  signs  of  becoming  a  good 
woman. 

M.  S.  was  arrested,  on  her  father's  complaint  for  immoral 
conduct,  and  was  committed  to  the  State  Industrial  School. 
She  spent  her  first  week  in  Lancaster  kicking  and  screaming, 
stopping  only  when  her  strength  was  exhausted.  In  less  than 
two  months  she  had  so  altered  that  she  was  allowed  to  work 
on  the  grounds,  within  four  yards  of  the  street,  and  she 
made  no  attempt  to  escape.  Since  then  she  has  been  placed 
in  a  family  to  do  housework.  So  far  her  conduct  has  been 
exemplary. 

L.  W.  This  is  an  unusual  case,  and  one  which  does  not, 
legally,  come  under  our  jurisdiction,  but  is  illustrative  of 
the  need  of  a  woman  in  court  work.  This  girl,  found  late 
at  night  wandering  about  the  streets  of  Cambridge,  without 
a  hat,  and  dishevelled  in  appearance,  was  arrested  for  vag- 
rancy.    She  was  a  colored  girl,  somewhat  below  the  average 
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in  intellect,  and  was  unable  to  account  for  her  presence  in 
Cambridge.  The  judge  was  in  doubt  whether  to  sentence 
her,  to  place  her  in  the  house  of  detention  for  an  indefinite 
time  awaiting  developments,  or  to  discharge  her,  to  go  into 
the  streets  again,  for  she  seemed  to  have  no  home.  The 
Board's  Officer  had  the  case  continued  a  week,  became  surety 
for  the  girl,  and  took  her  in  charge  while  a  search  was  being 
made  for  her  people.  After  a  while  she  was  able  to  give  us 
her  mother's  address  in  Washington.  At  the  end  of  the 
week  the  case  was  dismissed,  and  she  was  sent  to  her  home 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  kind 
treatment  she  had  received. 

The  tables  next  following  give  the  location  or  condition  of 
children  visited  by  the  agents  of  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor,  the  location  of  children  in  families  and  at  board,  the 
movement  of  the  several  classes  of  children  subject  to  visita- 
tion, the  disposal  of  cases  of  indigent  and  neglected  children 
and  juvenile  offenders,  and  the  number  of  visits  to  wards  and 
of  special  reports. 

By  reference  to  the  table  on  page  26,  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  children  are  placed  and  boarded 
in  the  western  counties  of  the  State.  Berkshire,  Franklin, 
Hampden  and  Hampshire  counties  combined  had  1,133  chil- 
dren, while  all  the  rest  had  1,465,  Maine  had  49,  New  Hamp- 
shire 49,  Vermont  103,  Rhode  Island  15,  and  Connecticut 
170. 

It  may  be  further  stated  that  99  of  the  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts had  no  children.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
remainder  had  one  or  two  children  only.  Boston  had  133, 
Belchertown  62,  Cambridge  55,  Ludlow  52,  Springfield  51, 
Amherst,  45,  Worthington  37,  Enfield  34,  Worcester  32, 
Holliston,  Lynn,  Southwick  and  Wilbraham  29  each,  and  the 
others  from  3  to  25  each.  The  towns  having  children  were 
as  follows  :  —  Abington,  Acton,  Acushnet,  Adams,  Agawam, 
Amesbury,  Amherst,  Andover,  Arlington,  Ashfield,  Ashland, 
Athol,  Attleborough,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Bedford, 
Belchertown,  Belmont,  Berlin,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Black- 
stone,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Boxford,  Boylston, 
Bradford,    Braintree,    Bridgewater,    Brimfield,    Brockton, 


22  LUNACY   AND    CHARITY.  [Jan. 

Brookfield,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Cambridge,  Canton,  Car- 
lisle, Carver,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Chelmsford, 
Chelsea,  Chester,  Chesterfield,  Chieopee,  Clinton,  Cohasset, 
Colrain,  Concord,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana, 
Dedham,  Deerfield,  Dennis,  Dover,  Daxbury,  Easthampton, 
Easton,  Egremont,  Enfield,  Erving,  Everett,  Fairhaven, 
Fall  River,  Falmouth,  Foxborough,  Framingham,  Frank- 
lin, Freetown,  Gardner,  Georgetown,  Gill,  Gloucester, 
Goshen,  Granby,  Granville,  Great  Barrington,  Greenfield, 
Greenwich,  Groton,  Hadley,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Han- 
over, Hardwick,  Harvard,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  Haverhill, 
Hawle}'',  Heath,  Hingham,  Hinsdale,  Holden,  Holliston, 
Holyoke,  Hopkinton,  Hudson,  Huntington,  Hyde  Park, 
Ipswich,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lanesborough,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Leicester,  Lenox,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Lexington, 
Leyden,  Lincoln,  Littleton,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Lud- 
low, Lunenburg,  Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Maiden,  Mansfield, 
Marblehead,  Marion,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  Mashpee, 
Medford,  Medway,  Melrose,  Methuen,  Middleborough, 
Middlefield,  Milford,  Milton,  Monson,  Montague,  Mon- 
terey, Montgomery,  Natick,  New  Bedford,  New  Braintree, 
New  Marlborough,  New  Salem,  Newbury,  Newburyport, 
Newton,  North  Brookfield,  Northampton,  Northborough, 
Northbridge,  Northfield,  Norton,  Norwell,  Norwood,  Oak- 
ham, Orange,  Oxford,  Palmer,  Peabody,  Pelham,  Pep- 
perell,  Petersham,  Pittsfield,  Plainfield,  Plymouth,  Prescott, 
Princeton,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Reading,  Revere, 
Richmond,  Rowe,  Rowley,  Royalston,  Russell,  Rutland, 
Salem,  Sandisfield,  Sandwich,  Saugus,  Savoy,  Scituate, 
Sharon,  Sheffield,  Shelburne,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrews- 
bury, Somerville,  South  Hadley,  Southampton,  South- 
bridge,  Southwick,  Spencer,  Springfield,  Sterling,  Stock- 
bridge,  Stoneham,  Stoughton,  Stow,  Sturbridge,  Sudbury, 
Sunderland,  Sutton,  Swampscott,  Taunton,  Templeton, 
Tisbury,  Tolland,  Topsfield,  Townsend,  Upton,  Wakefield, 
Wales,  Walpole,  Waltham,  Ware,  Wareham,  Warren, 
Washington,  Watertown,  Webster,  Wellesley,  Wellfleet, 
Wenham,  West  Brookfield,  Westborough,  Westfield,  West- 
hampton,    Westminster,    Weston,    Westport,    Weymouth, 
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Whately,  Whitman,  Wilbraham,  Williamsbarg,  Williams- 
town,  Winchendon,  Windsor,  Winthrop,  Woburn,  Worces- 
ter, Worthington,  Wrentham,  Yarmouth. 

The  towns  in  Maine  having  children  were  as  follows : 
Auburn,  Bath,  Bethel,  Bolster's  Mills,  Brunswick,  Cedar 
Grove,  Dresden,  Farmington,  Freeport,  Hebron,  Kenne- 
bunk,  Kent's  Hill,  Kittery,  Lowell  Centre,  Munroe,  North 
Munroe,  North  Waterford,  Norway,  Norway  Lake,  Port- 
land, Richmond,  South  Dresden,  South  Jefferson,  South 
Harps  well,  South  Parsonsfield,  Sweden,  Wells  Beach,  West 
Dresden,  West  Newfield,  Woolwich. 

The  towns  in  New  Hampshire  having  children  were  :  — 
Ashland,  Boscawen,  Dalton,  Deny  Depot,  Durham,  East 
Westmoreland,  Francestown,  Haverhill,  Henneker,  Hills- 
borough Bridge,  Hudson,  Lakeport,  Lancaster,  Manchester, 
Massabesic,  Meredith,  Meredith  Centre,  Meriden,  Nashua, 
New  Hampton,  New  Market,  North  Hampton,  Plainfield, 
Portsmouth,  Salem  Depot,  Temple,  Tilton,  Webster,  West 
Chesterfield,  Westmoreland,  West  Rindge,  Winchester. 

The  towns  in  Vermont  having  children  were  :—  Andover, 
Bakersfield,  Bellows  Falls,  Bethel,  Brattleborough,  Bridge- 
water,  Brookline,  Charlotte,  Chester,  Chester  Depot,  Davis 
Bridge,  Dummerston,  East  Dover,  East  Berkshire,  Grafton, 
Green  River,  Guilford,  Guilford  Centre,  Halifax,  Hartford, 
Jacksonville,  Landgrave,  Marlborough,  New  fane,  North 
Enosburg,  North  Londonderry,  North  Pownal,  Plymouth, 
Saxton's  River,  South  Newfane,  South  Vernon,  South  Wind- 
ham, Townshend,  Waterbury,  West  Brattleborough,  West 
Dummerston,  Westminster,  West  Wardsborough,  Williams- 
ville,  Wilmington,  Winkall  Hollow. 

The  towns  in  Rhode  Island  having  children  were  :  —  Block 
Island,  Bristol,  Bristol  Ferry,  Davisville,  East  Greenwich, 
Hope,  Newport,  Pawtucket,  Providence,  Riverside,  War- 
ren, Westerly. 

The  towns  in  Connecticut  having  children  were  :  — Baltic, 
Barkhampsted,  Bloomfield,  Canton,  Chestnut  Hill,  Colches- 
ter, Colebrook,  Colebrook  River,  East  Hartland,  East  Win- 
sted,  Ellington,  Elliott,  Enfield,  Forestville,  Glastonbury, 
Granby,  Groton,  Hartford,  Hartland,  Jewett   Cityy  Kibbe, 
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Lebanon,  Ledyard,  Leonard's  Bridge,  Liberty  Hill,  Melrose, 
Meriden,  Middleton,  Montville,  Mystic,  Naubuc,  New 
Britain,  Norfolk,  North  Franklin,  Norwich,  Norwichtown, 
Portland,  Preston,  Iiidgefield,  Kiverton,  Rochville,  liocky 
Hill,  Salem,  Scitico,  Schewville,  Simsbury,  Somers,  Som- 
ersville,  South  Glastonbury,  South  Willington,  Stafford, 
Stafford  Springs,  Staffordville,  Stonington,  Suffield,  Thomp- 
son, Thompsonville,  Torrington,  Vernon  Centre,  Water- 
bury,  Westchester,  West  Granby,  West  Hartford,  West 
Hartland,  West  Suffield,  West  Willington,  West  Winsted, 
Williraantic,  Winchester %  Windsor  Locks ,  Winsted,  Wood- 
stock Valley, 
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Location  of  Children  placed  in  Families  September  30,  18 97. 


LOCATION. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Massachusetts: 

Barnstable  County,         .... 

6 

39 

45 

Berkshire          ' 

55 

8 

63 

Bristol 

71 

28 

99 

Dukes                * 

_ 

1 

1 

Essex                « 

88 

54 

142 

Franklin            ' 

77 

24 

101 

Hampden          ' 

240 

76 

316 

Hampshire       ' 

206 

71 

277 

Middlesex        ' 

173 

156 

329 

Norfolk             ' 

67 

41 

108 

Plymouth          * 

36 

40 

76 

Suffolk 

108 

55 

163 

Worcester        ' 

118 

57 

175 

Total  in  Massachusetts,  . 

1,245 

650 

1,895 

Maine 

18 

30 

48 

New  Hampshire, 

30 

14 

44 

Vermont, 

95 

8 

103 

Rhode  Island, 

8 

7 

15 

Connecticut, 

133 

22 

155 

Total, 

. 

1,529 

731 

2,260 

Location  of  Children  at  Board,  September  30,  1897. 

LOCATION. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Massachusetts  : 

Barnstable  County,         .... 

2 

4 

6 

Berkshire 

4 

- 

4 

Bristol 

26 

14 

40 

Dukes               ' 

- 

1 

1 

Essex                ' 

17 

21 

38 

Franklin           ' 

22 

11 

33 

Hampden          ' 

123 

31 

154 

Hampshire       ' 

142 

43 

185 

Middlesex        ' 

50 

55 

105 

Norfolk 

37 

23 

60 

Plymouth         ' 

19 

17 

36 

Suffolk 

2 

7 

9 

Worcester         "               .... 

18 

14 

32 

Total  in  Massachusetts,  . 

462 

241 

703 

Maine, 

1 

_ 

1 

New  Hampshire, 

3 

2 

5 

Connecticut, 

13 

2 

15 

Total, 



479 

245 

724 
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Number  of  Visits  to  Wards  and  Special  Reports  during  the  Official 

Year. 
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Special  Reports. 
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Total,      . 

5,446 
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1,369 
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Infants,  or  Children  Under  Three  Years  of  Age. 

The  whole  number  of  children  under  three  years  of  age,  in 
charge  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  official  year,  October  1,  1896,  was  204;  the 
number  received  during  the  year  was  185  ;  making  the 
whole  number  supported  during  the  year  389  ;  and  there 
remained  at  the  close  of  the  official  year,  September  30, 
1897,  215.  Of  the  185  children  received,  139  were  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Board  by  Overseers  of  the  Poor  ; 
15  were  committed  by  the  Courts ;  24  were  taken  under  the 
law  providing  for  the  surrender  of  infants  to  the  Board  by 
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their  parents  and  guardians ;  and  7  were  removed  from 
their  boarding  places  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  which 
gives  the  Board  authority  to  remove  summarily  any  illegit- 
imate infant  under  two  years  of  age,  when  it  is  found  that 
the  health  and  life  of  the  infant  is  in  danger  through  the 
neglect  or  incompetence  of  the  woman  having  such  infant  in 
charge.  Of  the  389  children  supported,  43  were  legally 
adopted  ;  40  were  transferred  to  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor,  having  reached  the  age  of  three  years;  51  were  dis- 
charged to  parents  or  relatives  ;  3  were  discharged  to  the 
town  of  settlement;  and  37  died.  Of  the  remaining  215,  23 
were  on  trial  for  adoption,  — 17  without  expense  to  the  State, 
and  6  at  bourd  at  the  usual  price.  During  the  year  197  in- 
fants were  received  at  the  temporary  nursery,  and  only  one 
died  there. 

The  children  remaining  at  board,  at  the  end  of  the  official 
year,  were  in  the  following  towns :  Boston,  Cambridge, 
Chelsea,  Everett,  Hyannis,  Hyde  Park,  Hingham,  Law- 
rence, Lynn,  Maiden,  Medford,  Melrose,  Newton,  North 
Easton,  Reading,  Revere,  Saugus,  South  Framingham, 
Stoughton,  Somerville,  Wakefield,  Waltham,  Weymouth, 
Woburn.  Those  on  trial  for  adoption  were  in  the  following 
towns  :  Avon,  Beverly,  Boston,  Brockton,  Chelsea,  Glouces- 
ter, Huntington,  Medford,  New  Bedford,  South  Framing- 
ham,  Wakefield;  Randolph  and  Saco,  Maine;  Haverhill, 
New  Hampshire  ;  Calais  and  Winooski,  Vermont. 

The  character  of  the  boarding  places  for  infants  in  the 
custody  of  the  Board  is  steadily  improving.  The  number  of 
applications  for  children  to  board  is  constantly  increasing, 
and,  as  they  come  from  a  better  class  of  the  community,  a 
higher  standard  can  be  maintained. 

3,328  visits  were  made  by  the  medical  officers  during  the 
year.  2,984  of  these  were  medical,  or  visits  of  supervision 
to  infants  in  the  custody  of  the  Board.  There  is  no  time 
fixed  for  these  visits,  but  it  is  understood  by  the  women 
taking  the  children  to  board  that  they  are  subject  to  visita- 
tion at  any  time  without  notice.  The  women  are  also  in- 
structed to  notify  the  Department  at  once  in  all  cases  of 
illness  of  the  children  in  their  charge.  In  visiting  these 
children  in  illness,  or  apparent  health,  experience  has  shown 
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that  frequent  and  careful   examination   is   indispensable  to 
their  welfare,  even  in  the  best  homes. 

The  mortality  rate  for  the  year  has  been  9.51  per  cent, 
the  lowest  since  the  present  system  of  boarding  children  in 
families  was  adopted. 

The  following  abstracts  show  the  types  of  cases  received 
by  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  and  their  disposition  : 

1395,  1396,  Twins.  The  application  to  have  these  chil- 
dren provided  for  by  the  State  was  made  by  a  private  chari- 
table institution.  The  mother  of  the  twins  was  a  domestic 
servant,  nineteen  years  old,  and  unmarried,  and  she  had 
been  in  the  United  States  but  a  few  months  before  the 
twins  were  born, — November  23  and  24,  1896.  She  was 
ill  and  required  hospital  treatment  at  once,  which  could  be 
obtained  as  soon  as  the  children  could  be  provided  for.  It 
was  evident  that  she  would  not  be  able  to  support  her  chil- 
dren or  herself  for  many  months  ;  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Superintendent,  the  children  were  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  State  Board  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston, 
and  were  sent  to  the  Nursery  December  26,  1896.  January 
1,  1897,  they  were  placed  at  board  in  the  country,  where 
they  improved  rapidly  in  weight  and  appearance.  February 
23,  1897,  they  were  placed  together  in  a  good  home,  on  trial 
for  adoption,  without  expense  to  the  State.  The  mother 
remained  in  the  Hospital,  and  in  a  Convalescents'  Home, 
about  three  months  ;  and  the  twins  were  legally  adopted 
April  29,  1897,  the  mother  having  given  her  consent  thereto 
on  account  of  her  continued  ill-health  and  inability  to  sup- 
port the  children,  and  her  desire  to  have  them  in  a  good 
home  together.  These  babies  were  in  the  custody  of  the 
Department  four  months  and  three  days. 

F.  1282.  This  child  was  removed  to  save  her  life.  She 
was  born  March  9,  1896,  and  when  two  weeks  old  was 
placed  at  board  by  her  mother  in  a  private  family  where  the 
child  was  found  June  18,  1896,  by  one  of  the  visitors  of 
this  Department,  who  had  been  sent  to  examine  another 
infant  who  had  been  deserted  there.  The  appearance  of 
the  child  was  such  as  to  justify  her  removal,  and  she  was 
taken  to  the  Nursery  in  Roxbury,  where  upon  examina- 
tion   she  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  extreme  neglect. 
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Her  clothing  was  scant  and  filthy,  her  body  much  emaciated, 
she  had  been  drugged,  and  was  in  a  critical  condition.  The 
woman  who  had  boarded  the  child  was  subsequently  convicted 
of  maintaining  a  "baby  farm",  and  fined  $150.  On  June 
24,  1897,  the  child  was  sent  into  the  country,  but  remained 
in  a  critical  condition  all  summer,  and  even  for  a  year  was 
feeble  and  had  a  struggle  for  life ;  but  when  about  a  year 
old  she  began  to  improve,  and  now  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months  is  attractive,  interesting,  and  in  good  health. 

F.  1317.  Committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board  by  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston,  as  the  mother  was  very  ill, 
and  not  expected  to  live.  The  child  was  illegitimate,  the 
father  being  a  married  man.  The  child  was  born  prema- 
turely and  was  very  feeble.  She  was  placed  in  a  family  to 
board,  was  too  weak  to  nurse,  and  was  fed  with  a  teaspoon 
for  two  weeks,  and  required  constant  attention  by  night  and 
day  to  keep  her  alive.  The  mother  recovered,  and  after 
having  signed  a  petition  for  the  adoption  of  her  child,  some 
time  afterwards  changed  her  mind  and  requested  the  Board 
to  restore  her  child  to  her.  This  petition  was  refused,  be- 
cause on  investigation  it  was  found  that  she  had  continued 
to  live  with  the  putative  father  of  the  baby,  and  that  they 
had  recently  left  the  State  together.  The  child  is  now 
healthy  and  attractive,  and  the  family  in  whose  care  she  has 
been,  having  become  greatly  attached  to  her,  have  applied 
to  adopt  her  legally. 

F.  1186.  This  child,  when  seven  months  old,  being 
healthy  and  attractive,  was  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
Board  under  the  provisions  of  Section  15,  Chapter  318,  Acts 
of  1892.  She  was  placed  out  at  board,  and  after  five  months 
was  taken  by  a  good  family  on  trial  for  adoption.  Two 
months  afterwards  she  was  legally  adopted,  and  the  family 
have  expressed  their  intention  of  adopting  a  boy,  that  the 
girl  may  have  a  little  brother. 

F.  1406.  A  foundling  of  unknown  parentage,  committed 
by  a  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Syphilitic,  neglected, 
feeble  child.  Was  placed  in  the  Nursery,  and  after  being 
there  a  few  days  was  placed  at  board  in  a  licensed  home  in 
the  country.  The  child  failed  rapidly,  and  died  after  being 
two  weeks  in  the  custody  of  the  Board. 
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F.  1385.  This  child  when  about  two  years  old  was  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Board  by  the  Central  Court  of 
Worcester  for  neglect.  Parents  both  intemperate  and  im- 
moral. Mother  in  jail,  where  she  spent  most  of  her  time, 
for  drunkenness  and  immorality.  Child  was  bright  and 
remarkably  observing,  but  swore  and  used  other  words 
which  showed  that  its  home  life  had  been  bad.  She  was 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor  on  February 
26th,  1897  and  was  then  in  excellent  condition. 

F.  1360,  F.  1361,  Colored  twins.  These  children,  born 
May  15th,  1895,  were  placed  at  board  with  a  poor  Indian 
woman,  by  their  mother,  who  deserted  them.  They  were 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  Boston,  October  13,  1896.  When  received 
their  condition  was  pitiable  ;  they  were  rachitic,  half  naked, 
hungry  and  suffering.  Both  were  sent  at  once  to  a  licensed 
boarding  house  in  the  country,  where  they  have  since  re- 
mained. One  has  had  diphtheria,  and  both  have  had  whoop- 
ing cough,  but  they  are  now  well-nourished  and  happy,  and 
but  for  their  rachitic  deformities,  their  condition  is  satisfac- 
tory. Their  mother,  a  single  woman,  28  years  of  age,  was 
promptly  found.  Her  circumstances  were  investigated,  and 
she  was  given  a  chance  to  contribute  toward  the  support  of 
her  children.  She  promised  to  do  this,  but  immediately  dis- 
appeared, was  found  living  in  a  house  of  ill-fame,  was 
arrested,  and  on  pleading  guilty,  was  sentenced  to  the 
Reformatory  Prison  for  Women  for  one  year,  for  having 
abandoned  her  children  a  second  time.  She  was  pardoned 
by  the  Governor  and  Council,  June  1,  1897,  on  account  of 
her  failing  health,  was  returned  to  her  home,  where  she  died 
August  11,  1897.  Her  babies  will  soon  be  discharged  to 
their  grand-parents. 

Licensed  Boarding-Houses  for  Infants. 
During  the  last  official  year,  189  licenses  to  maintain 
boarding-houses  for  infants  were  granted  by  the  Board,  in 
43  cities  and  towns,  in  addition  to  the  142  licenses  in  force 
at  the  expiration  of  the  previous  year;  123  licenses  expired, 
122  of  them  by  the  one  year  limitation,  and  one  by  six 
months  limitation  ;  42  were  revoked,  —  40  on  account  of  a 
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chaoge  of  residence,  and  two  on  account  of  death;  and  166 
licenses,  permitting  the  boarding  of  349  infants  in  40  cities 
and  towns  remained  in  force  September  30,  1897.  These 
represent  the  licensed  homes,  not  only  of  infants  supported 
by  the  Commonwealth,  but  also  of  those  placed  out  by  their 
parents,  by  the  Boston  Children's  Aid  Society,  the  Massa- 
chusetts Infant  Asylum,  the  St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum,  the 
Marcella  Street  Home,  the  Gwynne  Temporary  Home,  the 
New  England  Moral  Reform  Society,  and  a  few  others, 


Table  showing  number  of  Licenses  issued;  number  of  cities  or 
towns  where  Licensees  reside;  Licenses  expired  and  revoked; 
whole  number  in  force,  etc.,  for  the  Year  ending  September  30 ', 
1897,  and  the  five  preceding  years : 
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In  investigating  and  inspecting  the  homes  of  applicants 
for  licenses  to  board  infants,  the  medical  officers  have  visited 
43  cities  and  towns,  and  have  inspected  and  reported  on  243 
such  places.  An  inspection  of  one  of  these  prospective 
homes  may  be  described  as  follows  :  the  applicant  is  visited, 
and  notes  are  taken,  which  include  her  full  name,  her  age, 
whether  married  or  single,  number  of  persons  in  her  family, 
age  of  youngest  child,  location  and  surroundings  of  house, 
sanitary  condition,  whether  licensed  previously,  number  of 
children  boarding  at  the  time,  names,  ages,  and  condition  of 
such  children.  Most  of  this  information  is  obtained  from 
the  applicant ;  then  follows  a  personal  inspection  of  all  the 
rooms  in  the  house,  the  cellar,  the  water  supply  and  plumb- 
ing, the  disposal  of  sewage,  condition  of  beds  and  bedding, 
water-closets  and  out-buildings,  personal  appearance  of  the 
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woman  and  her  family,  her  efforts  and  interest  to  make  her 
home  neat  and  comfortable,  and,  if  she  has  infants  in  her 
care,  the  condition  of  their  nursing  bottles.  A  written 
report  of  the  inspection  is  made  by  the  medical  visitor  to 
the  Superintendent,  who  recommends  that  a  license  be 
granted  or  refused. 

The  most  satisfactory  homes  are  those  in  the  country, 
where  the  children  can  have  the  benefit  of  pure  air,  plenty 
of  sunshine,  plenty  of  fresh  milk  twice  a  day,  and  an  intel- 
ligent, kind  and  healthy  woman  to  take  a  personal  interest 
in  each  individual  child.  The  most  unsatisfactory  homes 
are  found  in  the  cities,  in  closely  crowded  tenement  houses 
in  narrow  streets  and  alleys,  where  the  rooms  are  small, 
dark,  and  poorly  ventilated  ;  where  milk  for  the  baby  is 
bought  at  a  corner  grocery  store,  and  the  nursing  bottles 
are  neglected  ;  where  the  children  and  their  beds  are  wet, 
filthy,  and  infested  with  vermin ;  and  the  woman  is  careless 
and  incompetent. 

Of  the  3328  visits  made  by  the  medical  officers  during 
the  year,  344  were  made  in  investigating  the  homes  of  per- 
sons applying  for  licenses.  Many  of  these  applicants  live 
in  parts  of  the  State  remote  from  Boston,  and  far  from  rail- 
road stations,  so  that  it  takes  a  whole  day  to  make  a  visit. 

The  following  tables  give  a  summary  of  infants  under  two 
years  of  age  reported  to  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 
the  deaths  of  infants  by  ages,  and  a  summary  of  action  on 
applications  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under 

Two 

Years  of  Age. 
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Distribution  of  Children. 

In  connection  with  the  accompanying  chart,  the  following 
table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  children  of  all  ages  in 
institutions,  and  the  percentage  of  the  whole  number  in 
institutions,  self-supporting  in  families  and  at  board  in  fami- 
lies, at  the  close  of  the  official  years  1866,  1876,  1886,  1887, 
1888,  1889,  1890,  1891,  1892,  1893,  1894,  1895,  1896, 
1897. 
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State  Almshouse, 

178 

74 

46 

60 

73 

44 

37 

66 

51 

42 

45 

40 

62 

36 

State  Farm,  . 

65 

63 

State     Primary 

School, 

466 

485 

357 

300 

297 

328 

336 

317 

257 

198 

121 

- 

- 

- 

Lyman  School, 

332 

349 

90 

118 

142 

184 

185 

200 

219 

238 

234 

264 

268 

257 

State    Industrial 

School, 

137 

127 

70 

58 

63 

87 

97 

91 

82 

112 

124 

111 

129 

144 

School  Ship,  . 

259 

1,098 

536 

575 

655 

674 

609 

590 

415 

459 

Total, 

1,437 

563 

643 

524 

437 

Self-supporting  in 
families, 

628 

1,000 

885 

899 

902 

897 

1,046 

1,058 

1,297 

1,421 

1,459 

1,482 

1,576 

1,645 

At  board  in  fami- 

lies,    . 

- 

44 

247 

262 

240     262 

274 

325 

378     437 

582 

736 

817 

922 

Aggregate, 

2,065 

2,142 

1,695 

1,697 

1,717,1,802 

1,975 

2,057 

2,284 

2,448 

2,565 

2,633 

2,852 

3,004 

Percentage  of 

whole  number : 

In  institutions, 

70 

51 

33 

32 

33       36 

33 

33 

27 

24 

20 

16 

16 

15 

In  families, 

without  board, 

30 

47 

52 

53 

53       50 

53 

51 

57 

58 

57 

56 

55 

55 

In  families, 

with  board,     . 

- 

2 

15 

15 

14       14 

14 

16 

16 

18 

23 

28 

29 

30 

The  State  Out-Door  Poor. 

The  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor  received,  during  the 
official  year,  from  234  cities  and  towns,  11,380  notices,  on 
account  of  30,363  persons;  an  increase  of  1,257  notices,  or 
12  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Of  these  notices,  6,284,  cover- 
ing 9,143  individuals,  were  on  account  of  persons  too  sick 
to  be  removed,  (including  125  notices,  covering  434  individ- 
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uals,  on  account  of  persons  sick  with  dangerous  diseases)  ; 
874  notices,  covering  4,036  persons,  were  for  wife-settle- 
ment cases ;  4,037  notices,  covering  16,999  persons,  were 
for  temporary  aid  and  transportation  ;  and  185  notices  were 
for  infants.  Of  the  total  number  of  notices,  2,276,  covering 
9,218  persons,  were  in  cases  on  account  of  which  a  previous 
notice  had  been  received  during  the  year. 


Cases  of  /Sick  State  Poor. 

The  number  of  notices  received  during  the  year,  under 
Public  Statutes,  Chapter  86,  Section  25,  was  6,284.  This 
law  provides  that  no  city  or  town  officer  shall  be  allowed 
to  send  to  the  State  Almshouse  any  person  infected  with 
small-pox  or  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health, 
or  any  other  sick  person  whose  health  would  be  endangered 
by  removal ;  but  all  such  persons  liable  to  be  maintained  by 
the  Commonwealth  are  to  be  supported  during  their  sickness 
by  the  city  or  town  in  which  they  are  taken  sick,  and  notice 
of  such  sickness  must  be  given  to  the  State  Board,  which 
examines  the  case,  and  directs  the  removal  of  the  patient  if 
it  deems  it  expedient.  These  6,284  notices  were  sent  by  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  181  cities  and  towns,  and  covered 
9,143  persons,  of  whom  6,401  were  represented  as  being  too 
ill  to  be  removed.  This  number  of  notices  shows  an  increase 
of  362,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  or  about  6  per- 
cent;  and  as  compared  with  the  official  year  1894-1895,  an 
increase  of  705,  or  about  14  per  cent.  The  largest  number 
of  notices  received  in  any  one  month  was  802,  in  January; 
and  the  smallest,  387,  in  November.  The  number  of  per- 
sons actually  supported  shows  an  increase  of  959,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year ;  and  of  persons  actually  sick 
and  requiring  medical  attendance,  an  increase  of  413,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  these  6,284  notices, 
3,326,  or  about  53  per-cent  of  the  whole  number,  were  from 
Boston,  viz:  3,108  from  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  53  from 
the  Carney  Hospital,  80  from  the  Institutions  Department, 
9  from  the  Board  of  Health,  40  from  the  Boston  Lying-in 
Hospital,  and  the  remainder,  36,  on  account  of  persons  sup- 
ported at  their  homes. 
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The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  officers  of  this  Depart- 
ment, in  the  investigation  of  these  6,284  notices,  was  9,942. 
As  a  result  of  their  investigations,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
were  directed  to  discontinue  aid  in  606  cases,  —  507  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recovery  of  the  patient  sufficiently  to  permit 
his  removal,  and  in  the  other  99  cases  for  other  reasons 
manifest  to  the  visitor.  In  355  cases  all  aid  was  refused ;  in 
302  of  these  cases  because,  at  the  time  the  application  for 
aid  was  made,  the  patient  could  have  been  removed  without 
danger,  and  in  the  other  53  cases  for  other  evident  reasons. 
4,900  cases  were  investigated  by  the  visitors  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  and  in  266  cases,  settlements  were  found,  covering 
452  persons.  Among  those  reported  as  sick,  there  were  297 
deaths. 

The  law  concerning  the  payment  by  the  Commonwealth 
of  the  expenses  incurred  by  cities  and  towns  for  the  support 
of  sick  State  paupers  (section  26  of  Chapter  8Q  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  as  amended  by  Chapter  211  of  the  Acts  of  1885, 
and  further  amended  by  Chapter  153  of  the  Acts  of  1891) 
provides  that  the  bills  for  such  expense  shall  be  "  endorsed 
with  a  distinct  declaration  that  the  amount  charged  for  has 
been  paid  from  the  city  or  town  treasury."  Inasmuch  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  often  fail  to  make  sufficient  effort  to 
collect  the  amount  charged  for  from  the  poor  person  him- 
self, or  his  kindred  in  the  line  or  degree  of  father,  etc.,  by 
consanguinity,  who  are  bound  to  support  him  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  ability,  as  is  required  by  Chapter  84, 
Section  6  of  the  Public  Statutes,  the  Board  recommends 
that  the  law  be  further  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  shall  certify  in  each  case  that,  having  made 
full  investigation,  they  have  failed  to  find  any  kindred  able 
to  pay  the  amount  charged  for. 


Cases  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  Public  Health. 

Of  the  6,284  notices  previously  stated  as  received  in 
regard  to  the  Sick  State  Poor,  125  were  on  account  of 
"  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  ",  covering  434  per- 
sons, and  182  patients.  These  patients  cannot  be  removed 
to  the  State  Almshouse,  but  must  be  supported  during  their 
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sickness  by  the  city  or  town  in  which  they  are  taken  sick. 
These  125  notices  were  from  43  cities  and  towns;  16  being 
for  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  65  for  diphtheria,  24  for  measles, 
16  for  small-pox,  2  for  chicken-pox,  one  for  scarlatina, 
and  one  for  whooping-cough.  Eight  settlements  were  found, 
covering  24  persons. 


Cases  of  Wife  Settlement. 

The  number  of  notices  received  under  Public  Statutes, 
Chapter  86,  Section  31,  in  cases  of  poor  and  indigent  per- 
sons where  the  wife  has  a  legal  settlement  in  some  city  or 
town  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  the  husband  is  a  State  pau- 
per, was  874,  from  81  cities  and  towns,  covering  4,036  per- 
sons, of  whom  356  were  sick.  This  law,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  211,  Acts  of  1885,  provides  that  the  expense  of  thus 
supporting  the  person  who  is  a  State  pauper,  (written  notice 
having  been  given  to  the  State  Board  within  sixty  days  from 
the  time  when  such  aid  shall  be  first  given,)  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Commonwealth,  reference  being  had  to  the  expense  of 
supporting  such  persons  at  the  State  Almshouse,  if  thereto 
committed.  The  above  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  notices,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  174, 
or  about  25  per-cent,  and,  as  compared  with  the  year  1894- 
1895,  an  increase  of  97,  or  about  12.5  per-cent.  Of  these 
874  notices,  422  were  from  the  City  of  Boston.  334  cases 
were  investigated  by  the  agents  of  the  Department,  and  four 
settlements  were  found,  and  3,162  persons  were  acknowl- 
edged as  settled ;  so  that  the  whole  number  aided  by  the 
State  was  870,  of  whom  207  were  sick.  The  number  of 
visits  made  in  these  cases  was  966.  As  a  result  of  these 
visits,  the  local  authorities  were  advised  to  render  no  aid  in 
seven  cases,  and  to  discontinue  aid  in  22  cases. 

Cases  of  Temporary  Aid. 

The  total  number  of  notices  received  under  Public  Stat- 
utes, Chapter  84,  Section  18,  and  amendments  thereto,  for 
"  temporary  aid  to  poor  persons  .  .  .  having  no  lawful  set- 
tlements within  the  State",  was  4,037,  covering  16,999  per- 
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sons,  from  179  cities  and  towns.  The  largest  number  of 
notices  received  in  any  one  month  was  in  January,  —  656  ; 
the  smallest  number  was  in  May,  —  184.  The  whole  number 
shows  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of 
711,  or  about  21  per-cent,  and  as  compared  with  the  year 
1894-1895,  an  increase  of  1,059,  or  about  35  per-cent.  650 
of  these  notices,  or  about  16  per-cent,  were  received  from 
the  City  of  Boston.  The  number  of  visits  made  under  these 
notices  was  4,150.  1,493  cases  were  investigated  by  the 
officers  of  the  Department,  and  186  settlements  were  found, 
covering  767  persons.  As  a  result  of  visitation,  aid  was 
discontinued  in  382  cases  ;  aid  was  refused  in  113  cases  ; 
and  in  52  cases,  involving  121  persons,  directions  were  given 
that  no  aid  be  rendered,  except  at  the  State  Almshouse. 

The  law  regarding  temporary  aid,  as  it  now  stands, 
(Chapter  90,  Acts  of  1891),  is  as  follows  : 

44  A  city  or  town  may  furnish  temporary  aid  to  poor  persons 
found  therein,  having  no  lawful  settlements  within  the  State,  if 
the  Overseers  deem  it  for  the  public  interest ;  but,  except  in  cases 
of  sickness,  not  for  a  longer  period  than  four  weeks  at  one  time 
between  May  first  and  November  first,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
eight  weeks  at  one  time  for  cases  notified  between  November  first 
and  May  first,  or  to  a  greater  amount  than  one  dollar  a  week  for 
each  person,  or  five  dollars  a  week  for  each  family  ;  and  the  Over- 
seers shall  in  every  case  give  immediate  notice  by  mail  to  the 
State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity,  which  Board  shall  examine 
the  case  and  direct  as  to  the  continuance  of  such  aid,  or  removal 
to  the  State  Almshouse,  or  to  some  place  out  of  the  State,  either 
before  or  after  removal  to  the  State  Almshouse  according  to  law. 
A  detailed  statement  of  expenses  so  incurred  shall  be  rendered, 
and  after  approval  by  the  State  Board,  such  expenses  shall  be 
paid  from  the  State  Treasury." 

The  question  has  often  arisen  whether  the  intent  of  the  law 
is  that  the  State  Board  shall  approve  bills  for  aid  rendered 
to  poor  persons  without  settlement,  for  a  period  of  only 
eight  weeks  in  winter,  and  of  only  four  weeks  in  summer, 
or  whether  it  intends  that  cities  and  towns  shall  receive 
reimbursement  for  aid  rendered  to  the  above  named  persons, 
when  such  aid  has  been  given  during  more  than  one  period 
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of  eight  weeks  in  winter,  and  of  four  weeks  in  summer,  a 
new  notice  having  been  sent  at  the  beginning  of  each  period. 
There  are  cases  of  large  families  in  which  the  man,  the  only 
bread  winner,  is  sent  to  a  house  of  correction,  or  to  a  hos- 
pital, and  the  income  of  the  family  stops  ;  and  there  are 
worthy  cases  of  widows  with  several  small  children  who 
apply  for  aid,  and  who  can  live  fairly  comfortably  in  their 
own  homes  if  aided  to  a  small  amount  weekly.  From  a 
business  point  of  view  it  would  seem  to  be  more  economical 
to  give  such  aid,  even  if  it  is  given  more  or  less  continu- 
ously for  several  months,  than  to  insist  on  the  removal  of 
such  families  to  the  State  Almshouse,  to  separate  their  mem- 
bers subsequently,  and  board  out  the  children.  On  the 
other  hand,  however,  out-door  relief  should  be  dispensed 
with  great  discretion,  and  no  encouragement  given  to  fam- 
ilies to  drift  into  a  condition  of  chronic  pauperism. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  present  law  be  so  amended 
that  aid  may  be  given  during  more  than  one  period  of  four 
weeks  in  summer,  and  of  eight  weeks  in  winter,  but  that  the 
advisability  of  such  renewal  of  aid  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  State  Board. 

Included  in  the  cases  of  persons  to  whom  temporary  aid 
was  rendered,  were  575  persons,  who,  at  their  own  request, 
were  furnished  transportation  to  places  out  of  the  State, 
directly  through  the  Department  in  Boston.  In  addition  to 
these,  a  considerable  number  were  also  sent  from  other  cities 
and  towns.  During  the  year  bills  for  the  transportation  of 
859  persons  were  allowed.  These  include  persons  sent  out 
in  previous  years.  Of  these  859,  230  were  sent  to  European 
Countries,  249  to  Canada  and  other  British  Provinces,  and 
380  to  other  States. 

The  destinations  of  the  575  sent  from  Boston  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  Foreign  Countries:  Azores,  19;  Denmark,  4;  Eng- 
land, 87  ;  Finland,  7  ;  Germany,  24  ;  Ireland,  49  ;  Italy,  2  ; 
Norway,  1;  Scotland,  8;  Sweden,  12;  Switzerland,  4; 
West  Indies,  3  ;  British  Provinces,  112. 

To  other  States  :  California,  5  ;  Colorado,  6  ;  Connecti- 
cut, 11  ;  Delaware,  1  ;  District  of  Columbia,  2  ;  Florida,  1 ; 
Georgia,    2;    Illinois,   2;  Kentucky,  4;  Maine,  11;  Mary- 
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land,  7  ;  Michigan,  1 ;  Minnesota,  3  ;  Mississippi,  1 ;  Mis- 
souri, 4 ;  New  Hampshire,  5  ;  New  Jersey,  3  ;  New  York, 
109 ;  North  Carolina,  5  ;  Ohio,  9 ;  Pennsylvania,  21  ; 
Rhode  Island,  5  ;  South  Carolina,  4  ;  Vermont,  3  ;  Virginia, 
16;  West  Virginia,  2. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seven  ship-wrecked  seamen  were 
sent  from  Tisbury  and  Nantucket  to  New  Bedford  and 
Woods  Hole. 

Burial  of  State  Paupers. 

Section  17  of  Chapter  84  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended 
by  Chapter  71  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  provides  that  there  shall 
be  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  fifteen 
dollars  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  each  pauper  over  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  each 
pauper  under  that  age.  The  Board  recommends  that  this 
law  be  amended,  so  as  to  be  limitative,  and  not  mandatory,  in 
regard  to  the  matter  of  expense.  Were  this  done,  the  Com- 
monwealth could  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  more  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  a  pauper  without  settlement  in  any  city 
or  town  than  such  city  or  town  is  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  its  own  settled  paupers. 

The  law  as  amended  would  read  as  follows  :  "And  if  in 
case  of  their  burial  the  expense  thereof  is  not  paid  by  such 
kindred,  there  shall  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth an  amount  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  each  pauper  over  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  the  funeral 
expenses  of  each  pauper  under  that  age." 


Expenses^/  Support  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

The  bills  examined  by  the  Superintendent  of  Out-Door 
Poor,  during  the  official  year,  on  account  of  cases  of  sick 
State  poor,  wife  settlement,  dangerous  diseases,  temporary 
aid,  and  burials,  were  in  number,  amount,  and  allowance, 
as  follows  :  — 
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Number 

of 

Bills. 


Amount 

of 
Claim. 


Amount 

of 

Allowance. 


Amount 

of 

Deduction. 


Sick  State  Poor : 

Boston  City  Hospital,  . 

Other  cases,  . 
Totals, 
Wife  settlement, . 
Dangerous  diseases,    . 
Temporary  aid,   . 
Burial, 


2,467 
2,483 


$59,579  00 
60,965  59 


$33,783  15 
43,091  35 


4,950 
607 
106 

3,175 
885 

9,723 


$120,544  59 

5,265  24* 

4,752  58 

34,519  90 

8,780  05 

$173,862  36 


$76,874  50 

5,265  24 

3,763  29 

31,071  01 

8,133  45 

$125,107  49 


$25,795  85 

17,874  24 

$43,670  09 

989  29 

3,448  89 


$48,754  87 


*  This  amount  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  claim ;  it  comprises  sums  reported  for  adjust- 
ment, under  the  law. 


Notices  by  Months  and  Counties, 

The  notices  received  by  the  Department  of  Out-Door 
Poor  during  the  official  year,  on  account  of  cases  of  sick 
State  poor,  wife  settlement,  and  temporary  aid,  classified 
by  months  and  counties,  are  shown  in  the  three  following 
tables. 
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Barnstable, 

Berkshire, 

Bristol,  . 

Dukes,    . 
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After  the  transfers  to  town  and  private  account,  and  the 
removals  from  the  several  Institutions  named,  had  been 
made,  there  remained  in  the  Institutions,  September  30, 
1897,  1,495  persons,  mostly  classed  as  insane,  to  be  sup- 
ported at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  follows  : 


Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum, 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum, 

State  Almshouse,  Lunatic  Ward,    . 

State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  (State  Farm), 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates, 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded, 

Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,      . 


92 

178 

122 

120 

47 

198 

107 

290 

206 

66 

50 

13 


1,495 


Of  the  2,443  removed,  293  were  insane.     Of  the  latter, 
101  were  sent  to  other  states,  and  192  to  other  countries. 
Of  those  removed  to  other  states,  15  were  sent  to  Maine, 

9  to  New  Hampshire,  4  to  Vermont,   11  to  Rhode  Island, 

10  to  Connecticut,  29  to  New  York,  5  to  New  Jersey,  6  to 
Pennsylvania,  3  to  Maryland,  2  to  Virginia,  1  to  Illinois, 
4  to  Washington,  D.  C,  2  to  Ohio. 

Of  those  removed  to  other  countries,  9  were  sent  to  New 
Brunswick,  10  to  Nova  Scotia,  8  to  Prince  Edward  Island, 
2  to  Newfoundland,  28  to  Canada,  15  to  England,  51  to 
Ireland,  4  to  Scotland,  1  to  Finland,  28  to  Sweden,  9  to  Italy, 

11  to  Russia,  1  to  Holland,  5  to  Austria,  5  to  Germany, 
1  to  West  Indies,  1  to  Azores,  3  to  Armenia. 

During  the  ten  years  last  past  2,460  of  the  insane  inmates 
of  our  Hospitals  and  Asylums  were  removed  from  the  State, 
and  the  Commonwealth  relieved  from  the  expense  of  their 
farther  maintenance. 


Settlement  Woek. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  dur- 
ing the  official  year  in  the  investigation  of  settlements  by 
the  settlement  officers  of  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor. 
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Summary  of  the  Settlement  Work  done  in  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor  during  the  Official  Year. 


Establishments  —  Particu- 

1896. 

1897. 

lars. 

o 
O 
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»"5 

,0 

•a 

ft 
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i 
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>> 

"3 

1-3 

P 
< 

c 
o 
0D 

"3 
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i-1 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

26 

27 

37 

24. 

31 

40 

31 

24 

40 

29 

54 

51 

414 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

24 
3 

20 

20 
4 

30 
3 

25 
2 

28 

6 

29 

4 

1 

31 

7 
2 

32 

23 

2 

25 

4 

1 

72 
15 

1 

359 

50 

5 

Total,         .... 

27 

20 

24 

33 

27 

34 

34 

40 

32 

25 

30 

88 

414 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

22 

30 

21 

19 

32 

20 

15 

15 

34 

47 

27 

8 

290 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

16 
9 

15 
6 

23 

8 

1 

19 
3 
1 

15 
5 

20 
5 

13 
4 

14 

18 
6 

27 
3 

15 

1 
1 

34 
10 

1 

229 
60 

4 







„ 









Total,         .... 

25 

21 

32 

23 

20 

25 

17 

14 

24 

30 

17 

45 

293 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

2 

3 

1 

11 

2 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

1 

30 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 
2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

9 
3 

27 
11 

Total,         .... 

3 

2 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

- 

12 

38 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

21 

31 

18 

17 

27 

21 

24 

12 

23 

21 

26 

21 

262 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     .        . 

20 

7 

19 

2 

14 

1 

17 

2 

27 
2 

32 
3 

18 

12 

2 

17 
1 

17 

11 

1 

47 
5 

251 

26 

Withdrawn, 

1 

1 

-: 

2 

Total,         .... 

27 

21 

15 

19 

29 

35 

18 

15 

18 

17 

13 

52 

279 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

- 

44 

20 

12 

6 

7 

17 

21 

14 

10 

13 

8 

172 

Settlement 

No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

4 

25 

26 
2 
1 

16 
1 
1 

7 
2 

8 

5 
3 

12 
6 

10 

1 

11 

1 

9 

21 
3 

1 

154 
19 
3 

















____ 

____ 

Total 

4 

25 

29 

18 

9 

8 

8 

18 

11 

12 

9 

25 

176 

Massach  usetts  Hospital  for  Dip- 
somaniacs and  Inebriates. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

- 

34 

- 

35 

20 

16 

12 

15 

30 

17 

_ 

32 

211 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 

2 
4 

19 

11 

3 

23 

7 

9 
1 

18 
5 

12 

11 
5 

18 
2 

5 
1 

3 

43 
12 

172 

40 

Withdrawn, 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Total 

7 

19 

16 

30 

10 

21 

12 

19 

20 

6 

4 

55 

219 

State  Almshouse,  LunaticWard. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

3 

Settlement 

No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 
2 

Total 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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Summary  of  the  Settlement  Work  done  in  the  Department  of  In-Door 
Poor  during  the  Official  Year  —  Concluded. 


Establishments  —  Particu- 
lars. 

1896 

1897. 
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Asylum  for  Criminal  Insane  — 
State  Farm. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

3 

2 

- 

3 

5 

i 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

- 

23 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

20 
3 

Total,         .... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

23 

School  for  Feeble- Minded. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

4 

1 

3 

46 

9 

5 

73 

Settlement 

No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

" 

" 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 
1 

- 

3 

5 

2 

12 

32 
2 

58 
5 

Total 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

3 

7 

12 

34 

63 

State  Almshouse. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

41 

28 

42 

48 

34 

33 

16 

32 

26 

37 

32 

27 

396 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

14 

8 
6 

3 
12 

22 
7 
1 

27 
17 
11 

20 
8 

7 

28 
4 

16 
2 

2 

34 
12 
8 

12 

7 

12 

8 

14 
2 
3 

39 

27 

9 

241 
114 

47 

Total,         .... 

28 

15 

30 

55 

35 

32 

20 

54 

19 

20 

19 

75 

402 

State  Farm. 

Canes  entered  for  investigation, 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

13 

Settlement,   .... 
No  seitlement, 
Withdrawn, 

2 

- 

4 
1 

1 

3 

_ 

2 

2 
1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

12 
4 
2 

Total,         .... 

2 

- 

5 

1 

3 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

18 

Total  for  Insane  and  Idiots. 

Canes  entered  for  investigation, 

75 

172 

97 

123 

126 

105 

104 

90 

155 

172 

133 

126 

1,478 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

69 

24 

1 

99 
10 

19 
4 

109 
19 

2 

92 
15 

111 
19 

81 

12 

1 

82 

22 

6 

102 
10 

90 
9 

77 
6 
4 

262 

51 

3 

1,271 

216 

21 

Total,         .... 

94 

109 

120 

130 

107 

130 

94 

110 

112 

99 

87 

316 

1,608 

Total  for  Paupers. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

42 

32 

44 

49 

35 

35 

17 

32 

26 

37 

32 

28 

409 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

14 

10 
6 

3 
12 

26 
8 
1 

27 
17 
12 

23 
8 

7 

28 

4 

18 
2 
2 

36 
12 
9 

12 

7 

12 

8 

15 
2 
3 

39 

28 
9 

253 
118 

49 

Total,         .... 

30 

15 

35 

56 

38 

32 

22 

57 

19 

20 

20 

76 

420 

Aggregates. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

117 

204 

141 

172 

161 

140 

121 

122 

181 

209 

165 

154 

1,887 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement, 
Withdrawn, 

83 

7 

102 

123 
5 

136 
36 
14 

115 
23 

7 

139 
23 

99 
14 
3 

118 
34 
15 

114 
17 

102 
17 

92 
8 

7 

301 

79 
12 

1,524 

334 

70 

Total,        .... 

124 

124 

155 

186 

145 

162 

116 

167 

131 

119 

107 

392 

1,928 

Cases  pending  October  1,  1896, 
Cases  pending  October  1,  1897, 
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The  changes  from  State  to  town  and  private  account  as  a 
result  of  settlement  investigations  were  as  follows  :  — 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital. 
To  account  of  town  of  settlement,        .        .        .        .        .241 
To  private  account, .11 —     252 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

To  account  of  town  of  settlement, 327 

To  private  account, .11 —     338 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

To  account  of  town  of  settlement, 212 

To  private  account, 4 —     216 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

To  account  of  town  of  settlement, 138 

To  private  account, 17 —     155 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

To  account  of  town  of  settlement, 23 

To  private  account, 1  —      24 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum. 

To  account  of  town  of  settlement, 3 

To  private  account,        .        ..        .         .        .        .        .        0  —        3 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs. 
To  account  of  town  of  settlement,         .....     170 
To  private  account,        ........        0  —     170 

Lunatic  Ward  of  Slate  Almshouse. 
To  account  of  town  of  settlement,         .....       10 
To  private  account, 0 —       10 

Stale  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  {Slate  Farm). 
To  account  of  town  of  settlement,         .....         1 
To  private  account, 0  —        1 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded. 
To  account  of  town  of  settlement,         .....       51 
To  private  account, 0  —       51 

Whole  number  charged  to  town  of  settlement,    .         .         .  1176 
Whole  number  charged  to  private  account,  .        .         .      44 —  1220 
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The  amount  charged  cities,  towns  and  kindred  for  the 
support  at  State  Institutions  of  patients  originally  entered  as 
State  charges,  but  afterwards  ascertained  either  to  have  local 
settlements  or  to  be  properly  chargeable  to  private  account, 
was  $103,501.29.  Of  this  amount  $45,395.78  was  for  in- 
mates of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospitals,  $6,702.85  for  inmates 
of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebri- 
ates, $1,913.71  for  inmates  of  the  Massachusetts  School  for 
the  Feeble-Minded,  $32,170.18  for  inmates  of  the  State 
Almshouse,  $17,257.02  for  inmates  of  the  State  Farm, 
$61.75  for  inmates  of  the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children. 


Summary  of  the  Settlement  Work  done  in  the  Department  of  Out- 
Door  Poor  during  the  Official  Year. 


1896. 

1897 

Classes  of  Cases,  Etc. 

O 

> 
o 

ft 

S3 

r=5 

o 

3 

a, 
< 

a 

03 

a 
s 

1-3 

"3 

p 
< 

Q. 

QJ 
QQ 

5 
o 

Sick  State  Poor. 

Cases  investigated, 

396 

380 

313 

490 

345 

490 

368 

463 

459. 

433 

343 

420 

4,900 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

20 
40 

16 
36 

1 
13 

17 
32 

10 
25 

17 

45 

22 
37 

32 
50 

22 

30 

25 
49 

26 
32 

52 
63 

266 
452 

Wife  Settlement. 

Cases  investigated, 

16 

23 

u 

42 

42 

45 

38 

72 

18 

8 

6 

10 

334 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 
1 

- 

1 

1 

1 
1 

4 
4 

Temporary  Aid. 

Cases  investigated, 

125 

93 

100 

234 

161 

215 

96 

125 

95 

92 

90 

67 

1,493 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

13 

39 

15 
66 

14 
55 

23 
92 

16 

74 

39 
151 

12 

52 

23 

97 

13 

64 

3 
14 

7 
31 

8 
32 

186 
767 

Burials. 

Cases  investigated, 

64 

24 

79 

45 

18 

35 

71 

12 

40 

8 

- 

100 

496 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

1 
1 

2 

2 

- 

2 
2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 
6 

- 

- 

1 
1 

12 
12 

Totals. 

Cases  investigated, 

601 

520 

506 

811 

566 

785 

573 

672 

612 

541 

439 

597 

7,223 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

34 

so 

33 
104 

22 
69 

43 
127 

26 
99 

57 
197 

35 
90 

55 
147 

41 
100 

28 
63 

33 
63 

61 

96 

468 
1,235 
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THE    STATE    INSTITUTIONS. 
The  State  Institutions  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Board  are  as  follows  :  — 

The  Lyman  School  for  Boys,  Westborough,  —  Superintendent,  Theo- 
dore F.  Chapin. 

The  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  Lancaster, —  Superin- 
tendent, Luann  L.  Brackett. 

The  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury, —  Superintendent,  John  H. 
Nichols,  M.D. 

The  State  Farm  at  Bridgewater, —  Superintendent,  Mollis  M. 
Black  stone. 

The  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  —  Superintendent,  Hosea  M. 
Quinby,  M.D. 

The  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, —  Superintendent,  J ohn  P.  Brown, 
M.D. 

The  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, —  Superintendent,  John  A. 
Houston,  M.D. 

The  Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  —  Superintendent,  Ernest  V.  Scrib- 
ner,  M.D. 

The  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  —  Superintendent,  Charles  W.  Page, 
M.D. 

The  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,—  Superintendent,  George  S. 
Adams,  M.D. 

The  Medfield  Insane  Asylum,—  Superintendent,  Edward  French, 
M.D. 

The  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates, 
Foxborough,  —  Superintendent,  Marcello  Hutchinson,  M.D 

*The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  Waltham, 
—  Superintendent,  Walter  E   Fernald,  M.D. 

*The  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  Baldwinville, —  Superin- 
tendent, Everett  Flood,  M  D. 

*The  McLean  Hospital,  Waverley,  —  Superintendent,  Edward  Cowles, 
M.D. 

fTiiE  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  Monson, —  Superin- 
tendent, Owen  Copp,  M.D. 

The  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools. 
Trustees:  Melvin  H.  Walker,  of  Westborough,  Presi- 
dent; Elizabeth  G.  Evans,  of  Boston,  Secretary;  Henry 
C.  Greeley,  of  Clinton,  Treasurer ;  Michael  J.  Sullivan, 
of  Chicopee ;  Elizabeth  C.  Putnam,  of  Boston;  Samuel 
W.  MeDaniel,  of  Cambridge;  Edmund  C.  Sanford,  of 
Worcester. 

*  Partly  under  State  control.  f  Not  yet  opened. 
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The  Lyman  School  for  Boys. 

(Opened,  1848.) 

Theodore  F.  Chapin,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

L>r. 

Receipts :  — 

Commonwealth, $67,177  38 

Cash  from  farm,  etc., 840  95 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages  and  labor, 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing-,  .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,   .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

School  supplies, 

Transportation, 

Seeds,  plants,  farm  tools,  etc., 

Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements, 

All  other  current  expenses,   . 

Special  appropriation,    . 


Paid  into  State  Treasury, 


$26,943  37 
9,618  76 
3,602  76 
5,283  56 

219  12 
1,866  43 
1,909  02 
1,401  88 

629  86 
2,098  95 
6,726  01 
4,147  06 
2,730  60 


$68,018  33 


$67,177  38 
840  95 

$68,018  33 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $4.73. 

Market  value  of  permanent  funds,  September  30,   1897, 

$66,794.36. 

Numbers. 

Number  in  School  October  1,  1896, 268 

Committed  during  year, . 124 

Returned  from  places, 62 

Recommitted, 1 

Runaways  recaptured, 10 


Whole  number  in  School  during  year, 

Released  — 

On  probation,  .                  170 

Boarded  out, 11 

Massachusetts  Reformatory, 12 

Discharged  as  unfit  subjects, 2 

State  Farm 2 

State  Almshouse,     .........  2 

Runaways, 9 


197 

465 


208 


Number  in  School  September  30, 1897, 257 
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Of  the  124  boys  committed  during  the  year,  one  was  16 
years  old,  two  15  years,  sixty-two  14  years,  twenty-eight  13 
years,  twenty-one  12  years,  six  11  years,  two  10  years,  and 
two  9  years  ;  81  of  them  were  committed  for  offences  against 
property,  34  for  stubbornness,  and  the  rest  for  other  offences. 
More  than  half  of  them  had  been  arrested  before.  Of  more 
than  a  third  of  them,  other  members  of  their  families  had 
been  arrested ;  and  of  almost  one-half,  one  or  both  par- 
ents were  known  to  be  intemperate-  37  per-cent  of  them 
were  born  of  foreign  parents,  31  per-cent  of  American 
parents,  and  32  per-cent  unknown. 

The  total  mimber  cared  for  at  the  adjunct  to  the  School, 
called  the  Berlin  Cottage,  was  41 ;  the  largest  number  present 
there  at  any  one  time  being  22,  and  the  smallest  16. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  health  of 
the  inmates  during  the  year,  owing  to  some  extent,  un- 
doubtedly, to  a  better  diet,  and  more  appropriate  clothing. 
The  boys  enter  with  spirit  into  their  regular  gymnastic 
drill,  and  it  is  of  evident  benefit  to  them.  The  Board 
repeats  its  objection  to  the  absence  of  a  night  watch  in  the 
dormitories,  and  also  to  the  custom  of  sending  the  boys 
unattended  from  house  to  house  for  school  instruction. 

The  School  is  fortunate  in  having  a  Board  of  Trustees 
who  take  such  deep  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  who  give  so 
much  time  and  labor  to  the  study  of  the  care  and  reformation 
of  its  inmates. 

The  State  Industrial  School  for   Girls, 

(Opened,  1856.) 

Luann  L.  Brackett,  Superintendent. 

Beceipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Receipts :  — 
Commonwealth,      ......         $40,345  58 


Cr. 

o^o  vu 

$40,688  63 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,    . 
Provisions  and  supplies, 
Clothing,        .... 

$11,987  77 
4,521  29 
2,488  13 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$18,997  19 
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Amount  brought  forward, 
Fuel  and  lights,      .         .         . 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 
Furnishings,    .... 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 
School  supplies, 
Transportation, 
Seeds,  plants,  farm  tools,  etc., 
Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements,     . 
Extraordinary  repairs  and  improvements, 
Boarding  younger  girls, 
Other  expenses,      ..... 


Paid  into  State  Treasury, 


$18,997  19 

1,983  71 

156  95 

932  72 

1,584  36 

326  55 

646  72 

883  26 

1,585  64 

11,224  78 

864  16 

1,159  54 

$40,345  58 

343  05 

$40,688  63 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.93. 

Market  value  of  permanent  funds,  September  30,  1897, 
$3,407.42. 

Numbers. 
Number  in  School  October  1,  1896, 129 

Committed  during  year, 100 

Returned  from  places,    .         .         .         .         .         .         .        ,        .43 

Whole  number  in  School  during  year, 272 

Released  during  year, 128 

Number  in  School  September  30,  1897,      ......     144 

Of  the  100  commitments  to  the  School  during  the  year, 
48  were  for  stubbornness,  17  for  larceny,  8  for  idle  and  dis- 
orderly conduct,  7  for  drunkenness,  6  for  lewdness,  4  for 
fornication,  4  for  lasciviousness  in  speech  and  conduct,  3  for 
night  walking,  2  for  vagrancy  and  idleness,  one  for  assault 
and  battery.  Of  the  100,  62  were  born  in  Massachusetts,  4  in 
England,  3  in  Canada,  3  in  Ireland,  2  in  Nova  Scotia,  one  in 
Newfoundland,  one  at  sea,  and  the  rest  in  other  parts  of  the 
United  States;  28  were  of  American  parentage,  27  of  Irish, 
13  of  French,  and  the  rest  of  other  nations.  All  but  four 
could  read  and  write.  Of  the  56  girls  who  during  the  year 
passed  out  of  the  care  of  the  State,  the  conduct  of  68  per- 
cent is  reported  good. 

This  School  continues  to  stand  among  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  country ;  following  as  it  does  rules  founded  upon 
good  common  sense,  the  results  are  eminently  satisfactory. 
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The  great  over-crowding  will  soon  be  relieved  by  the  com- 
pletion of  a  new  building,  for  which  an  appropriation  was 
granted  last  year.  When  this  building  is  finished  and 
occupied,  the  limit  to  which  a  School  of  this  character  can 
be  carried  will  be  nearly  reached.  The  health  of  the  pupils 
is  uniformly  good,  and  a  prime  factor  in  bringing  about  this 
result  is  undoubtedly  the  large  amount  of  out-door  work  and 
exercise  required  of  them. 

The  State  Almshouse  akd  the  State  Fabm. 

These  two  Institutions  are  under  the  direction  of  a  single 
Board  of  Trustees.  The  Trustees  are  as  follows  :  J.  White 
Belcher,  of  Randolph,  Chairman;  Pay  son  W.  Lyman,  of 
Fall  River,  Secretary;  Sarah  D.  Fiske,  of  Maiden  ;  Leonard 
Huntress,  M.D.,  of  Lowell;  Jacob  H.  Hecht,  of  Boston; 
Anna  F.  Prescott,  of  Boston  ;  Warren  E.  Rice,  of  Lawrence. 


The  State  Almshouse. 

(Opened,  1854.) 

John  H.  Nichols,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Beceipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Receipts :  — 

Commonwealth, $192,506  49 

Other  sources,         ......  1,377  59 


$193,884  08 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,    . 
Provisions  and  supplies, 
Clothing,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes, 
Fuel  and  lights,      .... 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 
Furnishings,  beds  and  bedding, 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 
Transportation,       .... 
Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 
Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction 
Other  expenses,      .... 


Paid  into  State  Treasury, 


134,156  32 

35,663  51 

14,394  33 

12,797  55 

6,917  04 

3,374  63 

2,808  47 

6,361  34 

9,978  22 

56,058  10 

9,996  98 


$192,506  49 
1,377  59 

$193,884  08 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $2.04. 
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Numbers. 


Sane. 

Insane. 

Total. 

a 
o 

a 

a 

o 

a 

"2 
O 

o 

a 
3 

a 

a 

o 

3 

o 

2 

a 

a 

o 

fc. 

* 

s 

o 

"3 
o 

Number  October  1,  1896, 

428 

216 

68 

712 

98 

376 

474 

526 

592 

68 

1,186 

Admitted  during  year,    . 

2,450 

623 

460 

3,533 

45 

47 

92 

2,495 

670 

460 

3,625 

Discharged  during  year, 

2,445 

663 

489 

3,597 

34 

63 

97 

2,479 

726 

489 

3,694 

Number  September  30, 1897,  . 

433 

176 

39 

648 

109 

360 

469 

542 

538 

39 

1,117 

*  Persons  fifteen  years  of  age  and  under. 

Classification  of  discharges  :  Deaths  328;  Removals  3,366. 

Number  of  maternity  cases  during  the  year:  confinements,  119;  living  births,  111. 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  during  the  year,  94. 

The  Dumber  admitted  daring  the  year,  3,625,  was  an  in- 
crease of  21  from  the  previous  year.  The  largest  number 
present  was  1,510  on  Feb.  23  ;  the  weekly  average  was  1,289, 
or  58  more  than  the  previous  year.  Nearly  94  per  cent,  of 
the  persons  admitted  were  treated  in  the  hospitals.  Of  the 
328  deaths,  45  were  among  the  insane.  Among  the  diseases 
treated  were  202  cases  of  syphilis.  In  the  119  maternity 
cases,  34  of  the  mothers  were  born  in  Ireland,  10  in  England, 
26  in  the  British  provinces,  9  in  other  foreign  countries,  and 
40  in  the  United  States.  The  women  in  the  pauper  depart- 
ment manufactured  18,743  articles  during  the  year,  and  the 
women  in  the  insane  ward  13,744  articles. 

During  the  forty-four  years  that  have  elapsed  since  this 
Institution  was  established,  111,484  persons  have  been 
admitted  as  inmates,  with  a  yearly  average  of  2,534. 

The  last  Legislature  authorized  the  expenditure  of  $20,000 
for  a  home  for  nurses,  the  first  of  its  kind  among  the  State 
Institutions.  This  building  is  nearly  completed,  and  will 
prove  of  great  benefit  to  all  concerned.  The  nurses  will  have 
the  advantage  of  entire  separation  from  the  patients  during 
their  hours  of  rest,  and  the  patients  themselves  will  feel  the 
effect  of  the  change.  The  training-school  for  nurses  has  com- 
pleted its  second  year,  and  the  work  in  this  department  is 
steadily  improving :  the  men's  hospital  has  been  recently 
placed  under  its  management.  The  new  asylum  for  women, 
erected  at  a  remarkably  low  cost,  proves  to  be  a  most  satis- 
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factory  building,  and  provides  for  much  better  classification, 
and  consequently  better  care,  of  the  inmates.  Eenovations 
and  improvements  throughout  the  buildings  of  the  Institution 
are  continued,  and  but  a  short  time  will  elapse  before  nearly 
the  whole  establishment  will  be  new.  The  number  of  hospi- 
tal cases  has  greatly  increased  over  that  of  any  former  year, 
so  that  the  over-crowding  has  been  more  sensibly  felt,  espe- 
cially in  the  men's  hospital  ;  and  the  need  of  a  cottage  for 
consumptives,  suggested  last  year,  is  more  urgent  than  ever. 

The  farm  continues  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  Institution, 
both  as  regards  the  well-being  of  the  inmates, — enabling 
many  of  them  to  engage  in  healthful,  out-door  employment, 
and  from  the  point  of  view  of  economical  management. 

After  an  altogether  efficient  and  satisfactory  service  of  five 
years,  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Howard  has  resigned  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Almshouse,  to  accept  the  charge  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  the  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, Dr.  John  H.  Nichols,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
him. 

The  State  Farm. 

(Opened,  1866.) 

Hollis  M.  Blackstonb,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Receipts :  — 
Commonwealth,      .         .         .         .                  .       $125,615  74 
Other  sources, 3,121  84 

$128,737  58 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,     . 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing,  .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,    .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

Transportation, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction 


Paid  into  State  Treasury 


$35,484  84 

35,749  07 

10,177  88 

12,272  89 

1,643  74 

3,071  26 

2,346  04 

2,374  22 

8,929  19 

13,566  61 


$125,615  74 
3,121  84 

$128,737  58 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $2.03. 
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Numbers. 


Paupers. 

Prisoners. 

Insane. 

Total. 

a 
3 

c 

a 

o 

3 

o 

a 

2 

a 

a 

o 

"3 

o 

H 

a 

3 

a 
o 

s 
o 
E-i 

Number  October  1,  1896,     . 

163 

2 

165 

562 

16 

578 

300 

1,025 

18 

1,043 

Admitted  during  year, 

224 

54 

278 

1,297 

66 

1,363 

62 

1,583 

120 

1,703 

Discharged  during  year, 

242 

53 

295 

1,244 

49 

1,293 

37 

1,523 

102 

1,625 

Number  September  30, 1897, 

145 

3 

148 

615 

33 

648 

325 

1,085 

36 

1,121 

Classification  of  discharges :    Deaths,  83;  Removals,  1,542;  Total,  1,625. 


The  population  of  this  Institution  is  made  up  of  three 
classes,  viz.,  paupers,  prisoners,  and  insane, — the  latter  oc- 
cupying that  portion  of  the  Institution  designated  by  the  law 
of  1895  as  the  State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals.  At  the 
end  of  the  official  year  there  were  17  less  paupers  than  at 
the  beginning,  and  25  more  insane  ;  while  the  number  of 
prisoners  had  increased  from  578  to  648.  The  largest  num- 
ber of  all  classes  during  the  year  was  1,360,  the  smallest  1,043, 
and  the  average  1,186;  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  year  being  1,248,  946,  and  1,098.  The  largest 
number  of  admissions  in  any  one  month  was  213,  in  the 
month  of  October,  out  of  a  total  of  1,703  for  the  year. 
Amoug  the  1,363  prisoners  received,  861  were  classed  as 
drunkards,  242  as  vagrants,  and  236  as  tramps  ;  484  of  them 
had  been  admitted  previously,  viz.,  262  for  the  second  time, 
122  for  the  third,  49  for  the  fourth,  14  for  the  fifth,  14  for  the 
sixth,  10  for  the  seventh,  4  for  the  eighth,  one  for  the  tenth, 
one  for  the  eleventh,  one  for  the  twelfth,  and  one  for  the 
thirteenth.  Of  the  sentences,  851  were  for  six  months,  and 
241  for  one  year ;  the  rest  for  periods  varying  from  2  to  24 
months.  Of  the  1,703  persons  admitted,  547  were  born  in 
Massachusetts,  287  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  474 
in  Ireland,  113  in  England,  122  in  the  British  provinces,  46 
in  Scotland,  22  in  Germany,  20  in  Sweden,  and  the  remain- 
der in  other  foreign  countries. 

Of  the  62  cases  admitted  during  the  year  to  that  portion 
of  the  Institution  known  as  the  State  Asylum  for  Insane 
Criminals,  2  were  transferred  from  State  Lunatic  Hospitals, 
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58  were  committed  directly  from  penal  institutions  and  by 
the  Courts,  and  2  were  transferred  from  the  almshouse  de- 
partment of  the  State  Farm.  Of  the  37  cases  discharged,  6 
were  discharged  as  recovered.  There  were  15  deaths.  Of 
the  325  cases  remaining  in  this  portion  of  the  Institution  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  only  241  can  be  classed  as  criminal 
insane,  the  remaining  84  being  those  left  of  the  pauper  class 
of  insane  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Asylum.  Of  the 
362  cases  under  treatment  during  the  year,  mechanical 
restraint  for  short  periods  was  used  in  7,  and  seclusion  for 
short  periods  in  51.  Eighty  inmates,  on  the  average,  have 
been  employed  in  chair-seating. 

The  two  larger  departments  of  this  Institution,  namely, 
the  workhouse  and  the  asylum  portions,  have  both  increased 
in  the  number  of  inmates  during  the  last  year,  while  the 
pauper  department  has  slightly  decreased.  Indeed  there  has 
been  a  steady  reduction  of  the  number  of  paupers  for  some 
years  past,  and  the  result  is  likely  to  be  that  they  will  finally 
be  withdrawn  altogether,  leaving  only  the  sane  and  insane 
prisoners.  On  account  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
criminal  insane  committed  to  the  Asylum  department, the  ac- 
commodations are  already  becoming  limited,  as  nearly  every 
one  of  these  patients  requires  a  separate  room.  But  the  dan- 
ger of  overcrowding  will  be  diminished  by  the  transfer, 
already  begun,  of  most  of  the  older  non-criminal  cases  to 
Medfield  Asylum.  Some  reconstruction  of  the  dormitories 
now  occupied  by  this  class  of  cases  will  be  necessary  to  ren- 
der them  suitable  for  the  occupation  of  the  so-called  criminal 
insane. 

There  has  been  no  variation,  during  the  year,  from  the 
high  standard  maintained  by  this  Institution  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. 

The  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

(Opened,  1833.) 

Trustees:  Frances  M.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  Chairman; 
Henry  S.  Nourse,  of  South  Lancaster,  Secretary  ;  A.  George 
Bullock,  of  Worcester  ;  Thomas  H.  Gage,  M.D  ,  of  Worces- 
ter ;  Rockwood  Hoar,  of  Worcester ;  Francis  C.  Lowell,  of 
Boston  ;  Sarah  E.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville. 
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Hosea  M.  Quinby,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 
Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, 

Receipts : 
State  patients, 


Town  patients, 
Private  patients. 
Sales, 
Interest,  . 


Salaries,  wages,  and  labor, 
Provisions  and  supplies, 


Cr. 


Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,    .... 

Transportation, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

Other  expenses, 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 


$36,678  70 

84,274  09 

43,534  39 

6,690  12 

1,077  89 


$59,969  36 

52,571  10 

8,343  07 

9,086  68 

1,195  30 

7,375  30 

293  11 

22,582  55 

16,513  57 

39  88 


$49,746  63 


172,255  19 

$222,001  82 


$177,969  92 
44,031  90 

$222,001  82 


Total  resources, 
Total  liabilities, 


$85,704  99 
17,215  59 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital,         . 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.50. 


$68,489  40 


Numbers. 


Classification  of  discharges:  Recoveries  of  Insane,  85;  Deaths, 
fer,  219;  Other  removals,  149;  Total,  536. 


Discharged  by  trans- 
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Of  the  456  first  admissions  within  the  year,  53  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  853.5,  The  largest  num- 
ber present  at  any  one  time  was  900  ;  the  smallest,  787.  In 
addition  to  the  85  discharged  as  recovered,  68  were  discharged 
as  much  improved,  and  64  as  improved.  Of  the  recoveries , 
18  had  acute  melancholia,  and  27  acute  mania;  32  of  them 
had  been  insane  less  than  one  month  before  admission,  14 
less  than  three  months,  8  less*  than  six  months,  and  6  less  than 
a  year.  Among  the  deaths  19  were  from  general  paralysis, 
27  from  senile  dementia,  and  6  from  phthisis.  Among  the 
probable  causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the 
year,  intemperance  is  assigned  in  117  cases,  heredity  in  83, 
senility  in  37,  and  epilepsy  in  29. 

It  is  about  twenty  years  since  the  buildings  of  this  Hos- 
pital were  first  occupied.  They  were  erected  to  accommodate 
400  patients,  and  from  time  to  time  additions  have  been  made 
to  provide  for  about  400  more,  giving  a  nominal  capacity 
of  800.  The  present  average,  however,  is  considerably 
over  that  number. 

This  Institution  entered  last  year  upon  a  work  so  radically 
different  from  anything  hitherto  attempted  by  any  State  Insti- 
tution that  the  experiment  was  looked  upon  with  general 
interest.  We  allude  to  the  establishment  of  a  training:- 
school  for  medical  internes,  which  has  proved  even  more 
successful  than  was  expected  by  its  originators.  Four  in- 
ternes thus  far  have  taken  a  course  of  study,  two  of  them 
being  considered  sufficiently  trained  to  take  the  places  of 
two  regular  assistants  who  resigned.  Other  State  Hos- 
pitals are  following  this  example,  which  was  first  set  in  the 
State  by  the  McLean  Hospital. 

A  re-classification  of  the  patients  has  been  made  since  the 
transfer  of  about  200  chronic  cases  to  the  Medfield  Asylum  ; 
and  all  of  the  recent  cases,  as  well  as  those  in  which  the  dis- 
ease is  still  in  a  transition  state,  have  been  grouped  upon 
the  first  two  floors,  where  they  can  be  easily  observed.  The 
whole  work  of  the  Institution  has  been  very  thoroughly 
and  carefully  systematized  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Dr.  Meyer,  the  pathologist ;  and  large  results  are  expected  in 
the  not  distant  future,  both  in  the  way  of  the  scientific  study 
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of  insanity,  and  in  the  immediate  effect  of  the  new  system 
upon  the  patients,  who  are  more  or  less  made  aware  that 
they  are  being  treated  individually  and  their  several  cases 
made  the  object  of  special  study.  All  this  is  in  keeping  with 
the  high  standard  which  has  been  almost  invariably  main- 
tained here  from  the  beginning.  Plans  for  the  early  opening 
of  a  training-school  for  nurses  have  been  under  consideration 
for  some  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before 
they  are  carried  out.  The  building  of  a  nurses'  home  is  also 
in  contemplation. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  last  Legislature, 
work  has  began  upon  two  buildings  for  infirmary  wards,  one 
for  each  sex.  With  the  completion  of  these  buildings  there 
will  be  a  slight  addition  to  the  capacity  of  the  Institution, 
and,  it  is  claimed,  much  gain  in  the  ability  of  the  manage- 
ment to  classify  and  care  for  the  acutely  sick. 

The  Trustees  will  ask  the  Legislature  for  an  appropriation 
of  about  $60,000  to  meet  the  expense  for  an  addition,  to  con- 
tain a  new  kitchen,  and  accommodations  for  the  outside  help  ; 
and  an  appropriation  of  about  $20,000  for  a  nurses'  home. 

The  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

(Opened,  1854.) 

Trustees:  William  C.  Lovering,  of  Taunton,  Chairman; 
Henry  R.  Stedman,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Secretary ;  Ruth  S. 
Murray,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Susan  E.  Learoyd,  of  Wakefield  ; 
Oakes  A.  Ames,  of  North  Easton  ;  Milton  Reed,  of  Fall 
River;  Gerard  C.  Tobey,  of  Wareham. 

John  P.  Brown,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 
Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand,  October  1,  1896, $12,038  71 

Receipts : 

State  patients, $28,207  78 

Town  patients,        ......  93,863  37 

Private  patients, 17,921  92 

Sales,       ........  3,605  85 

143,598  92 

$155,637  63 
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Cr. 


Salaries,  wages  and  labor,     . 
Provisions  and  supplies, 
Clothing,         .... 
Fuel  and  lights, 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 
Furnishings,   .... 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 
Transportation,       ... 
Ordinary  repairs  and  construction 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 


Total  resources, 
Total  liabilities, 


|49,337  95 

38,330  20 

4,658  34 

14,764  12 

1,859  46 

5,862  41 

2,711  85 

447  47 

7,326  72 

10,436  60 


$54,819  09 
20,683  01 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital,         .... 
Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.28. 


$135,735  12 
19,902  51 

$155,637  63 


$34,136  08 


Numbers. 
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Number  October  1,  1896,      . 

386 

413 

194 

520 

85 

791 

8 

799 

Admitted  during  year, 

225 

183 

326 

59 

23 

403 

5 

408 

Discharged  during  year, 

242 

207 

180 

228 

41 

442 

7 

449 

Number  September  30,  1897, 

369 

389 

124 

563 

71 

752 

6 

758 

Classification  of  discharges :    Recoveries  of  Insane,   7; 
transfer,  142;  Other  removals,  122;  Total,  449. 


Deaths,   112;    Discharged  by 


Of  the  346  first  admissions  within  the  year,  43  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  795.8.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  one  time  was  845  ;  the  smallest,  754. 
In  addition  to  the  73  discharged  as  recovered,  54  were  dis- 
charged as  much  improved  and  37  as  improved.  Of  the 
recoveries,  20  had  acute  melancholia,  and  16  acute  mania ; 
27  of  them  had  been  insane  less  than  one  month  before 
admission,  20  less  than  three  months,  54  less  than  six  months, 
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and  4  less  than  a  year.  The  whole  duration  of  insanity  in  79 
per  cent  of  those  who  recovered  did  not  exceed  one  year. 
Among  the  deaths  5  were  from  general  paralysis,  18  from 
senile  dementia,  and  12  from  phthisis.  Among  the  probable 
causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the  year,  in- 
temperance is  assigned  in  68  cases,  heredity  in  29,  senility 
in  20,  and  epilepsy  in  20. 

In  common  with  the  other  Hospitals,  this  Institution  has 
been  greatly  benefited  by  the  opening  of  the  Medfield  Asylum, 
and  the  removal  of  patients  thereto  ;  the  effect  upon  the 
remaining  inmates  being  very  noticeable.  Some  structural 
changes  have  been  made,  greatly  to  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  the  inmates,  especially  the  completion  of  the  new 
chapel  and  the  opening  of  bay-windows  in  one  of  the  wings 
devoted  to  the  care  of  women.  The  medical  work  here  is 
always  of  a  very  high  order.  An  excellent  pathological 
laboratory  has  been  fitted  up,  and  a  pathologist  is  expected 
to  begin  work  early  in  the  Spring.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
it  is  more  than  ten  years  since  a  suicide  occurred  here. 
The  number  of  patients  employed  in  the  sewing-room,  the 
brush  shop,  and  on  the  wards,  has  been  larger  than  in 
previous  years  ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  this  Hospital  is  in 
advance  of  the  rest  in  the  matter  of  diversity  of  occupation 
for  its  inmates.  The  training-school  for  nurses  has  been  in 
operation  two  years.  Another  year  has  been  added  to  the 
course  of  study,  and  the  full  course  for  graduation  is  now 
three  years.  Hereafter  all  the  attendants  will  be  required  to 
be  members  of  the  school  for  two  years  at  least. 

It  is  but  justice  to  this  Institution  to  say  that,  on  account  of 
its  geographical  situation,  which  allows  but  a  limited  number 
of  private  patients,  and  these  at  a  very  slight  increase  over 
their  actual  cost,  very  careful  financiering  is  required  to  avoid 
calling  upon  the  State  for  a  special  appropriation  for  current 
expenses. 

In  the  matter  of  kind  and  sympathetic  treatment  of  the 
patients,  and  in  its  general  good  order  and  management,  the 
Hospital  continues  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Trustees  will  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  for 
completing  the  bay-window  in  the  west  wing,  and  for  neces- 
sary repairs  in  that  wing. 
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The  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

(Opened,  1858.) 

Trustees:  William  D.  Maclnnes,  of  Pittsfield,  Chairman; 
Sarah  M.  Butler,  of  Northampton,  Secretary;  Adams  C. 
Deane,  M.D.,  of  Greenfield;  Sarah  A.  Woodworth,  of 
Chicopee  ;  Lyman  D.  James,  of  Williamsburg  ;  Elisha  Mor- 
gan, of  Springfield  ;  Alvan  Barrus,  of  Goshen. 


Cash  on  hand  October  1 

Receipts : 
State  patients, 
Town  patients, 
Private  patients, 
Sales, 
Loan, 
Other  sources, 


John  A.  Houston,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 
1896,       ...... 


$11,988  48 

68,809  36 

21,098  56 

2,582  16 

2,000  00 

1,513  62 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,    ....  f  40,354  16 

Provisions  and  supplies,         ....  24,244  18 

Clothing, 3,756  94 

Fuel  and  lights, 8,257  50 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies,     .         .        .  1,223  74 

Furnishings, 3,556  51 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock,       ....  3,567  10 

Transportation, 380  75 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction,        .         .  1,611  09 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction,        .  12,505  91 

Other  expenses, 8,516  24 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897,         ..... 


$1,848  05 


107,992  18 
$109,840  23 


$107,974  12 
1,866  11 

$109,840  23 


Total  resources. 
Total  liabilities, 


$26,779  18 
16,257  23 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital, $10,521  95 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.27. 
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Numbers. 
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Number  October  1,  1896,  . 

292 

267 

75 

405 

79 

559 

- 

- 

559 

Admitted  during  year, 

96 

86 

36 

116 

30 

179 

1 

2 

182 

Discharged  during  year,  . 

120 

99 

47 

151 

21 

217 

- 

2 

219 

Number  September  30,  1897,    . 

268 

254 

87 

382 

53 

521 

1 

- 

522 

Classification  of  discharges:  Recoveries  of  Insane,  30;  Deaths,  45;  Discharged  by  trans- 
fer, 92;  Other  removals,  52;  Total,  219. 


Of  the  147  first  admissions  within  the  year,  20  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  544.51.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  one  time  was  570  ;  the  smallest,  507. 
In  addition  to  the  30  discharged  as  recovered,  21  were  dis- 
charged as  much  improved,  and  35  as  improved.  Of  the 
recoveries,  7  had  acute  melancholia,  and  10  acute  mania  ;  10 
of  them  had  been  insane  less  than  one  month  before  admission, 
18  less  than  three  months,  24  less  than  six  months,  and  25 
less  than  a  year.  The  whole  duration  of  insanity  in  70  per 
cent  of  those  who  recovered  did  not  exceed  one  year. 
Among  the  deaths  5  were  from  general  paralysis,  7  from 
senile  dementia,  and  6  from  phthisis.  Among  the  probable 
causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the  year,  in- 
temperance is  assigned  in  38  cases,  heredity  in  14,  senility  in 
11,  and  epilepsy  in  8. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  of  this  Institution  has  been 
practically  completed,  so  far  as  the  wards  for  inmates  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  what  remains  to  be  done  will  be  confined  chiefly 
to  the  administration  building.  This  work,  which  has  occu- 
pied several  years,  is  extremely  satisfactory  in  its  results, 
as  regards  matters  of  ventilation,  light  and  cheerfulness,  the 
improved  appearance  of  the  wards,  the  reduction  of  dan- 
ger in  case  of  fire,  and  the  greatly  increased  convenience  in 
caring  for  the  patients  in  each  ward.  The  establishment  of 
the  much  needed  training-school  for  nurses  has  been  delayed 


1898.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  75 

but  will  probably  soon  be  accomplished.  Two  internes  have 
been  recently  added  to  the  Hospital  staff  and  clinical  work  of 
a  high  order  is  being  done. 

The  Hospital  makes  a  most  satisfactory  showing  in  the 
care  and  treatment  of  its  inmates  and  the  number  of  persons 
discharged  as  recovered,  as  well  as  in  the  quiet  and  orderly 
condition  of  those  under  treatment.  No  other  Hospital  in 
the  State  presents  so  few  cases  of  noisy  violence  as  are  found 
here.  Pending  the  carrying  out  of  plans  for  the  building  of 
infirmary  wards,  a  better  classification  of  inmates  will  be 
made  without  delay,  by  fitting  one  ward  on  each  wing  for 
the  reception  and  observation  of  new  cases.  The  farm  con- 
tinues abundantly  productive,  with  the  largest  supply  of  hay 
yet  gathered  in  the  history  of  the  Institution. 

The  Hospital  authorities  have  prepared  an  interesting  table 
of  all  the  recoveries  since  the  opening  of  the  Hospital.  They 
were  1,292  in  number,  and  of  these  1,133  recovered  within  a 
year  of  admission  ;  111  within  the  first  month,  198  within 
the  second,  190  within  the  third,  176  within  the  fourth, 
120  within  the  fifth,  94  within  the  sixth,  73  within  the 
seventh,  60  within  the  eighth,  35  within  the  ninth,  31  within 
the  tenth,  21  within  the  eleventh,  and  24  within  the  twelfth. 
Again,  of  all  these  recoveries,  insanity  had  existed  for  one 
week  or  less  in  217  cases  :  for  a  period  of  one  week  to  one 
month  in  217 ;  of  one  month  to  three  months  in  224 ;  and  of 
three  months  to  six  months  in  97. 

The  Trustees  seem  fully  alive  to  all  the  material  needs  of 
an  Institution  like  this,  and  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
latest  inventions  and  improvements.  They  ask  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  to  cover  the  expense  of  an  elevator,  food 
cars,  a  new  water  section,  and  electric  flat-irons.  The  cost 
of  a  new  infirmary  is  estimated  at  about  $40,000. 

After  an  honorable  and  successful  service  of  nearly  twenty- 
nine  years,  —  first  as  assistant  physician,  and  for  the  last 
twelve  years  as  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Nims 
has  resigned  his  position,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Dr. 
John  A.  Houston,  who  for  eight  years  has  been  connected 
with  the  Hospital  as  first  assistant. 
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The  Worcester  Insane  Asylum. 

(Opened,  1877.) 

Trustees:    Trustees  of  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital 

Ernest  V.  Scribner,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, 


Receipts :  - 
State  patients, 
Town  patients, 
Sales, 
Interest,  . 
Other  sources, 


358  33 


$18,691  32 

54,700  90 

596  03 

285  29 

147  34 


i  -x,-xa\j    uu 

^82,779  21 

Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,    . 

$23,167 

OS 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

17,568 

48 

Clothing,         , 

5,896 

23 

Fuel  and  lights,       , 

4,825 

87 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies,     . 

394  92 

Furnishings,    ..... 

2,237 

45 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

303 

94 

Transportation,       .... 

69 

89 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

9,400 

33 

Other  expenses,      .... 

5,106 

04 

|68,971  13 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 

13,808  08 

$82,779  21 

Total  resources,       . 

832,612 

09 

Total  liabilities,       . 

7,120 

14 

Balance  in  favor  of  Asylum, 


$25,491  95 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.02, 
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Numbers. 


Number  October  1,  1896,      . 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


OB 

a 

83 

"3 

a 
o 

207 

218 

114 

311 

24 

16 

- 

40 

14 

16 

4 

26 

217 

218 

107 

328 

4-z:> 


:jo 

435 


Classification  of  discharges  :  Deaths,  26;  Removals,  4;  Total  30. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  438.14.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  one  time  was  453,  the  smallest,  416. 
Among  the  deaths  13  were  from  phthisis. 

With  the  repairs  and  improvements  which  have  been  going 
on  for  many  years,  and  those  which  are  already  in  contem- 
plation, this  Institution  is  rapidly  attaining  a  very  satisfactory 
condition.  The  good  care  and  treatment  given  to  the  chronic 
insane  here,  which  has  been  noted  for  many  years,  continues. 
Special  systematic  instruction  has  recently  been  given  the 
male  attendants  in  general  nursing  and  care  of  the  insane, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  extend  it  to  the  female  attendants  also. 
Work  has  been  begun  in  arranging  a  new  laboratory,  which 
will  give  better  opportunities  for  the  investigation  of  disease. 

The  death  rate  for  the  past  year  has  been  the  lowest  since 
the  opening  of  the  Institution.  The  Superintendent  has 
prepared  a  table  showing  the  ratio  of  deaths  from  the  opening 
of  the  Asylum  to  the  close  of  the  last  official  year,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  on  the  daily  average 
number  of  patients  has  varied  from  5.93  in  1896-97  to  15.84 
in  1882-83.  The  two  highest  rates  were  15.84  in  18^2—83 
and  12.97  in  1892-93,  seeming  to  show  a  sort  of  periodicity 
in  the  matter  of  increase  of  deaths  at  intervals  of  about  ten 
years. 

The  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital. 

(Opened,  1878.) 

Trustees:  Samuel  W.  Hopkinson,  of  Bradford,  Chair- 
man; Solon  Bancroft,  of  Heading,  Secretary;  Zenas  E. 
Stone,  of  Lowell ;  Harriet  R.  Lee,  of  Salem;  William  B. 
Sullivan,  of  Danvers  ;  Orville  F.  Rogers,  M.D.,  of  Boston  ; 
Florence  Lyman,  of  Boston. 
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Charles  W.  Page,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 
Receipts  and  Expenses. 


Dk. 


Cash  on  hand  October  1, 1896 

Receipts : 
State  patients, 
Town  patients, 
Private  patients, 
Sales, 
Interest,  . 


Ck. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,     . 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing,         .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,   .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

Transportation, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

All  other  expenses,         . 


Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 


Total  resources, 
Total  liabilities, 


$24,006  26 

100,046  53 

27,656  26 

2,849  19 

482  78 


$68,931  01 

38,699  05 

6,108  40 

6,483  82 

1,718  02 

3,953  48 

4,098  36 

2,650  98 

6,339  30 

11,382  00 

14,324  51 


|49,967  35 
16,424  70 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital,         .... 
Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.58. 


$22,679  21 


155,041  02 
$177,720  23 


$164,688  93 
13,031  30 

$177,720  23 


$33,542  65 


Numbers. 


— 

"3 

3 

CD 

"3 

a 

3 
m 

a 

o 

6 
3 

*C 
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CD 

a 
a 
m 

□ 

3 

o 
a 
o 
> 

CD 
O 

eS 

si 

aS 
5 

O 

Number  October  1, 1896,  . 

392 

465 

180 

568 

109 

851 

6 

- 

857 

Admitted  during  year, 

160 

176 

308 

8 

20 

336 

- 

- 

336 

Discharged  during  year,  . 

199 

191 

140 

217 

33 

387 

3 

- 

390 

Number  September  30, 1897,    . 

353 

450 

149 

547 

107 

800 

3 

- 

803 

Classification  of  discharges : 

Recov 

jries  oi 

Insan 

e,  66; 

Deaths 

,80;  E 

ischar 

ged  by 

trans- 

fer,  110;  Other  removals,  134;  Total, 
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Of  the  260  first  admissions  during  the  year,  54  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  823.  The  largest  num- 
ber present  at  any  one  time  was  867  ;  the  smallest,  774.  In 
addition  to  the  Q6  discharged  as  recovered,  34  were  discharged 
as  much  improved,  and  30  as  improved.  Of  the  recoveries, 
10  had  acute  melancholia,  and  14  acute  mania  ;  1  of  them  had 
been  insane  less  than  one  month  before  admission,  13  less 
than  three  months,  17  less  than  six  months,  and  13  less  than 
a  year.  Among  the  deaths  19  were  from  general  paralysis, 
19  from  senile  dementia,  and  7  from  phthisis.  Among  the 
probable  causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the 
year,  intemperance  is  assigned  in  52  cases,  heredity  in  39, 
senility  in  36,  and  epilepsy  in  8. 

Although  not  the  first  Institution  in  the  State  to  use  a 
congregate  dining-room,  this  Hospital  is  the  first  to  use  one 
for  both  sexes  on  so  large  a  scale.  It  has  now  been  opened 
for  about  eight  months,  and  522  patients  and  64  employees 
are  reported  as  taking  their  meals  there  at  the  end  of  the 
official  year.  The  room  is  120  X  180  ft.  in  size,  and  the  tables 
occupied  by  the  men  and  women  are  separated  by  a  wide 
passage-way.  There  are  no  partitions,  but  rows  of  ferns  and 
other  plants,  in  boxes,  cross  the  room  in  several  places  be- 
tween the  tables.  A  small  orchestra  furnishes  music  during 
all  the  meals,  the  patients  remaining  in  the  room  a  full  hour 
for  dinner,  and  from  thirty  to  forty  minutes  for  breakfast  and 
supper.  There  is  no  other  Hospital  in  the  State  which,  in 
its  general  form,  lends  itself  so  readily  to  such  a  plan.  The 
dining-room  being  central,  the  approaches  are  so  arranged  as 
to  make  the  ingress  and  the  egress  of  the  inmates  com- 
paratively easy. 

Another  important  step  taken  by  the  Trustees  is  the 
erection  of  a  nurses'  home,  the  second  under  construction 
among  the  State  Institutions.  This  house  is  400  ft.  from 
the  main  building  and  has  45  rooms.  It  will  accommodate 
all  the  female  nurses  excepting  those  who  must  remain  on 
the  wards  at  night ;  having  a  single  room  for  each  nurse, 
a  general  parlor,  a  class  room,  and  a  basement  laundry. 
The  training-school  for  nurses  was  opened  eight  years  ago, 
and  with  each  year  the  standard  of  requirements  is  raised. 
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The  absence  of  mechanical  restraint  continues  a  marked 
feature  here,  no  male  patient  having  been  submitted  to  such 
restraint  lor  the  past  twenty  months,  arid  no  female  patient 
for  about  six  years.  This  system  is  regarded  not  only  as 
directly  beneficial  to  the  inmates,  but  as  strengthening  the 
hands  of  the  nurses,  while,  at  the  same  time,  developing  in 
them  a  kindlier  spirit  in  the  management  of  the  patients. 
It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  it  results  in  consider- 
able noise  and  confusion  in  the  wards. 

Some  much  needed  changes  are  being  made  in  the  plumb- 
ing, and  a  large  and  elaborately  fitted  bath  room  has  been 
put  in,  in  many  respects  far  superior  to  any  in  the  State. 
From  this  the  Institution  expects  excellent  results  in  hydro- 
therapeutics. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  last  Legislature  of 
$30,000,  plans  have  been  made  for  extensions  to  the  excited 
wards.  There  will  be  fifteen  rooms  in  each  ward.  The 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  recent  closing  of  two  wards 
upon  the  men's  side,  and  the  over-crowding  of  others,  is  a 
mistaken  policy.  The  measure  may  be  an  economical  one, 
but  in  many  other  respects  it  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  un- 
satisfactory. 

The  Trustees  estimate  the  expense  of  a  desired  new  cot- 
tage for  female  nurses  at  $2,500  ;  for  laying  tile  or  asphalt 
floors  in  the  bath-rooms  $1,500;  for  land  for  sewage  plant 
and  expenses  $2,550,  and  should  a  new  w7ater  supply  be 
needed,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  pending  negotiations 
with  the  town  of  Danvers,  they  estimate  the  cost  of  it  at  a 
figure  varying  from  $11,000  to  $25,000. 


The  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

(Opened,  1886.) 

Trustees:  Charles  R.  Codman,  of  Barnstable,  Chairman ; 
Emily  Talbot,  of  Boston;  George  B.  Richmond,  of  New 
Bedford;  Eliza  C.  Durfee,  of  Fall  River;  Benjamin  W. 
Childs,  of  Worcester ;  Alden  Speare,  of  Newton  ;  John  M. 
Merriam,  of  Framingham. 
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George  S.  Adams,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  mid  Expenses. 
Dr. 


Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, 

Receipts : 
State  patients, 
Town  patients, 
Private  patients,     . 
Interest, 


$21,104  72 

56,883  37 

34,783  04 

215  25 


87,e 


48 


112,986  38 
$120,675  86 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages  and  labor,     . 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing,         .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,   .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

Transportation, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction 

All  other  expenses, 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 


Total  resources, 
Total  liabilities, 


$51,216  89 

25,454  57 

2,292  23 

10,286  87 

646  83 

3,147  67 

3,474  96 

3,969  83 

4,433  74 

1,783  74 

6,599  95 


$29,797  89 
9,010  95 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital,         . 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.91, 

Numbers. 


1113,307  28 
7,368  58 

$120,675  86 


$20,786  94 
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CD 
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o 

Number  October  1,  1896,  . 

209 

339 

96 

351 

101 

538 

6 

4 

548 

Admitted  during  year, 

144 

177 

241 

26 

54 

294 

21 

6    i 

321 

Discharged  during  year,  . 

141 

177 

216 

45 

57 

297 

14 

7    ! 

318 

Number  September  30, 1897,    . 

212 

339 

121 

332 

98 

535 

13 

3     1 

1 

551 

Classification  of  discharges:  Recoveries  of  Insane,  73;  Deaths,  51;  Discharged  by  trans- 
fer, 115;  Other  removals,  79;  Total,  318. 
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Of  224  first  admissions  during  the  year,  25  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  546.57.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  one  time  was  590 ;  the  smallest,  506. 
In  addition  to  the  73  discharged  as  recovered,  40  were  dis- 
charged as  much  improved,  and  32  as  improved.  Of  the 
recoveries,  43  had  acute  melancholia,  and  23  acute  mania ; 
23  of  them  had  been  insane  less  than  one  month  before 
admission,  21  less  than  three  months,  5  less  than  six  months, 
and  3  less  than  a  year.  The  whole  duration  of  insanity 
in  71.23  per  cent  of  those  who  recovered  did  not  exceed 
one  year.  Among  the  deaths  9  were  from  general  paralysis, 
11  from  senile  dementia,  and  5  from  phthisis.  Among  the 
probable  causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the 
year,  intemperance  is  assigned  in  35  cases,  heredity  in  19, 
senility  in  37,  and  epilepsy  in  11. 

This  Institution  continues  to  present  a  greatly  improved 
appearance  throughout  its  wards  ;  the  discipline  is  good,  the 
ventilation  generally  excellent,  and  the  relations  between  the 
Superintendent  and  his  patients  appear  to  be  very  pleasant. 
Increasing  and  successful  efforts  are  made  to  employ  and 
interest  the  inmates.  The  work  of  the  training-school  is 
making  good  progress.  There  has  been  an  increase  in 
pathological  work  and  clinical  study  during  the  past  year, 
with  gratifying  results. 

Several  structural  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Institu- 
tion, and,  under  the  appropriation  passed  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature, there  is  now  in  process  of  erection  a  building  for  the 
reception  and  treatment  of  acute  cases,  which  is  to  cost 
$50,000.  It  will  accommodate  fifty  patients,  besides  rooms 
for  a  physician  and  his  family,  and  will  be  provided  with  a 
Turkish  bath,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  any  of  the  State  Insti- 
tutions. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  recoveries  of  the 
insane  at  this  Institution  seems  inadvisable.  The  Trustees 
and  Superintendent,  in  their  last  Annual  Report,  appear  to 
misunderstand  the  position  of  the  Board  in  the  matter. 
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The  Medfield  Insane  Asylum. 

(Opened,  1896.) 

Trustees:  John  G.  Park,  M.D.,  of  Groton,  Chairman; 
Elizabeth  Thurber,  of  Plymouth,  Secretary;  Ira  G.  Hersey, 
of  Hingham ;  William  O.  Blaney,  of  Boston  ;  Edwin  V. 
Mitchell,  of  Medfield ;  Benjamin  S.  Atwood,  of  Whitman ; 
Florena  G.  Wellington,  of  Roxbury. 

Edward  French,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, $4,470  97 

Receipts :  — 
State  patients,  ......        $19,804  96 

Town  patients,        ......  72,457  34 

Maintenance  appropriation,  ....  30,039  03 

Other  sources, 4,639  66 

126,940  99 

$131,411  96 

Cr. 

Salaries,  wages  and  labor,     ....  $44,523  37 

Provisions  and  supplies,         .  26,791  84 

Clothing, 8,144  50 

Fuel  and  lights, 12,872  97 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies,     .         .         .  857  52 

Furnishings,    .                  515  97 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock,        .        .        .        .  1,271  57 

Transportation, 6,623  50 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction,         .         .  2,182  81 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction,        .  7,256  73 

All  other  expenses, 17,455  42 

$128,496  20 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897,         .        .  .        .        .         2,915  76 


$131,411  96 


Total  resources, $65,99192 

Total  liabilities, 14,409  86 

Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital, $51,582  06 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.08 -(-• 


84 


LUNACY   AND   CHARITY. 


[J 


in, 


Numbers. 


aj 
as 

"3 

m 

S 
5 

a 
« 
ft 

d 

o 
Eh 

o 

Eh 

Number  October  1,  1896, 

272 

291 

124 

439 

563 

Admitted  during  year 

239 

260 

94 

405 

499 

Discharged  during  year 

58 

43 

17 

84 

101 

Number  September  30,  1897,        .... 

453 

508 

216 

745 

961 

Classification  of  discharges  :  Deaths,  73;  Removals,  28;  Total,  101. 


The  daily  average  of  patients  was  741.95.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  one  time  was  999  ;  the  smallest,  557. 
Among  the  deaths  4  were  from  general  paralysis,  10  from 
senile  dementia,  and  7  from  phthisis.  Among  the  probable 
causes  of  insanity  in  persons  admitted  during  the  year,  in- 
temperance is  assigned  in  39  cases,  heredity  in  38,  senility 
in  16,  and  epilepsy  in  53. 

All  of  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  are  now  completed 
and  occupied,  patients  having  been  received  by  transfer 
from  the  other  State  Institutions  to  the  number  of  nearly 
one  thousand,  and  the  Asylum  is  practically  full ;  the  result 
being  no  little  relief  to  the  Hospitals.  The  difficulty  in  the 
matter  of  the  water  supply  has  been  remedied  by  the  intro- 
duction of  water  from  Farm  Pond  in  Sherborn.  Some  of 
the  buildings  first  erected  already  show  marks  of  inferior 
material  and  poor  construction,  and  repairs  and  alterations 
upon  them  have  been  made  almost  continuously  since  their 
occupation. 

The  advantages  of  the  cottage  plan  are  already  evident  in 
this  Institution.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  in- 
creased opportunity  for  getting  patients  out  of  the  wards, 
the  greater  amount  of  air  and  sunlight  obtainable  in  the 
rooms,  and  the  opportunity  for  exercise  afforded  the  patients, 
who  are  able  to  go  out  to  the  dining-rooms  for  each  meal. 

The  Trustees  ask  for  special  appropriations  of  $15,000  to 
increase  the  present  engine  room,  and  of  $25,000  to  provide 
for  the  prospective  deficiency  in  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Hospital,  the  income  of  the  last  year  being  far  from  sufficient 


1898.] 


PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17, 


85 


to  meet  the  expenses.  They  suggest  that  the  per  capita 
price  per  week  to  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the  sup- 
port of  State  patients,  established  by  law  at  $2.80  a  week, 
be  raised  to  $3.25,  as  is  the  case  in  the  other  State  Institu- 
tions ;  but  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  it  is  advisable  to 
try  the  experiment  of  an  entire  year  with  the  full  complement 
of  patients,  before  considering  the  question  of  any  change  in 
this  matter. 


The  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and 
Inebriates,  —  Foxborough. 

Trustees:  Edward  Cowles,  M.D.,  of  Belmont,  Chairman; 
Anna  Phillips  Williams,  of  Boston ;  Robert  H.  Kichards,  of 
Boston;  Benjamin  H.  Hartwell,  M.D.,  of  Ayer ;  J.  G. 
Pinkham,  M.D.,  of  Lynn. 

Marcello  Hutchinson,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 


Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, $5,155  50 

Receipts :  — 
State  patients,         ......        $11,174  97 

Town  patients, 11,576  75 

Private  patients, 2,082  56 

Other  sources, 7,573  09 

Special  appropriation  for  current  expenses,  20,000  00 

52,407  37 

$57,562  87 


Cr. 


Salaries,  wages  and  labor, 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing,         .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,   .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

Transportation, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$20,203  32 

10,618  64 

1,082 

34 

2,962 

20 

348 

01 

501 

10 

690  49 

344 

82 

1,873 

35 

$38,624  27 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction, 
All  other  current  expenses,   . 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 


Total  resources, 
Total  liabilities, 


Balance  in  favor  of  Hospital, 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita, 


138,624  27 

6,598  97 

8,742  51 

$53,965  75 

3,597  12 

$57,562  87 

$10,674  13 

$10,674  13 

11, 


Numbers. 


6 

a 

a 

£ 

> 

o 

m 

H 

C-i 

1 

75 

48 

1 

12 

243 

58 

10 

28 

32 

2 

42 

125 

12 

90 

.   80 

M 

98 

67 

Remaining  in  hospital  October  1,  1896, 

Admitted  during  year,  .... 

Final  discharges  during  year, 

Leaves  of  absence  during  year,     . 

Elopements  during  year, 

Remaining  in  hospital  September  30,  1897, 


185 
311 
62 
179 
178 
172 


Of  the  265  cases  committed  during  the  past  year,  241 
were  first  commitments;  18,  second  commitments;  5,  third 
commitments,  and  one  a  fourth  commitment.  Of  the 
patients  committed,  six  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age  ; 
nine  between  60  and  70 ;  thirty-nine  between  50  and  60 ; 
seventy-seven  between  40  and  50 ;  forty -five  between  35 
and  40 ;  forty-three  between  30  and  35  ;  thirty-one  between 
25  and  30;  and  fourteen  between  20  and  25.  The  weekly 
per  capita  cost  has  been  gradually  reduced  from  $11.18  in 
1893  to  $8.41  in  1894,  $7.00  in  1895,  $6.32  in  1896,  and 
$6.11  for  the  last  official  year. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  character  of 
persons  sent  to  the  Hospital  within  the  last  year.  Methods 
for  the  improvement  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  patients 
and  for  scientific  training   have    been  continued,  and  good 
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results  have  followed.  Improvements  in  the  grounds  outside 
the  Hospital  have  been  made,  and  arrangements  have  been 
completed  whereby  intractable  and  untrustworthy  patients 
can  be  given  out-door  air  and  exercise  in  an  enclosed  yard. 

The  Trustees  are  still  considering  a  remedy  for  the  elope- 
ments of  patients  on  parole.  It  appears  that  the  larger 
portion  of  those  who  elope  are  either  morally  degenerate  or 
mentally  weak,  and  in  either  case  unable  to  resist  the 
temptation  offered  by  the  opportunity  for  escape. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  the  following  Act : 

[Chapter  474.] 

An  Act  relative  to  escapes  and  discharges   from   the  Mas- 
sachusetts Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  folloivs : 

Section  1.  If  a  person  held  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for 
Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates  escapes  therefrom,  or  from  the 
grounds  or  premises  thereof,  he  may  be  arrested  and  returned 
thereto  by  any  officer  authorized  to  serve  criminal  process  in  any 
county  in  the  Commonwealth,  or  by  any  officer  or  employee  of  said 
Hospital.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  police  of 
Boston,  the  city  marshals  and  chiefs  of  police  of  other  cities,  and 
the  chief  of  police  of  every  town  having  such  an  officer,  upon 
written  information  from  the  superintendent  of  said  Hospital  of 
such  an  escape,  to  cause  the  person  so  escaping  to  be  arrested  and 
returned  to  said  Hospital,  if  he  is  within  such  city  or  town. 

Section  2.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Hos- 
pital for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates  are  hereby  authorized, 
whenever  in  their  judgment  a  patient  has  been  long  enough  in  the 
hospital  to  enable  them  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  treatment  would  benefit  him,  to  finally  discharge  such  patient. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Ap- 
proved June  8,  1897. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  laws  regarding  this 
Institution  be  farther  amended  so  as  to  provide, — (1)  that 
the  State  Board  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  discharge 
patients  therefrom  that  it  has  to  discharge  inmates  of  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospitals;  (2)  that  the  State  Board  shall 
prescribe  the  form  of  certificates  to  be  used  in  committing 
persons  to  the  Hospital ;   (3)   that  the  Hospital  authorities 
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shall  be  informed  more  specifically  of  the  history  of  each 
patient  at  the  time  of  commitment. — These  recommenda- 
tions are  all  in  accordance  with  those  contained  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commission  on  the  Charitable  and  Reformatory 
Interests  and  Institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,  made  to  the 
Governor  in  February  last. 

The  Trustees  will  ask  the  Legislature  for  an  appropriation 
to  erect  a  building  to  contain  a  chapel,  gymnasium,  library, 
reading-room,  etc.,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000  ;  and  also 
a  building,  with  an  enclosed  garden,  for  receiving  and  cus- 
todial wards,  to  accommodate  twenty  or  twenty-five  patients, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $20,000.  They  will  also  ask  for  a 
maintenance  appropriation  to  meet  part  of  the  current 
expenses  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded,  — 

Waltham. 

Trustees  appointed  by  the  Governor:  Elizabeth  E.  Cool- 
idge,  of  Boston;  John  S.  Damrell,  of  Boston;  Frank  G. 
Wheatly,  M.D.,  of  Abington  ;  William  W.  Swan,  of  Brook- 
line,  Secretary;  Erskine  Warden,  of  Waltham;  Francis 
Barnes,  M.D.,  of  Cambridge. 

Trustees  appointed  by  the  Corporation :  Samuel  Eliot,  of 
Boston,  President;  Eliot  C.  Clarke,  of  Boston  ;  John  Cum- 
mings,  of  Woburn  ;  Samuel  Hoar,  of  Concord  ;  Chas.  F. 
Wyman,  of  Cambridge  ;  George  G.  Tarbell,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Walter  E.  Fernald,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, $1,544  71 

Receipts :  — 

State  appropriation, $25,000  00 

State,  for  board  of  custodial  cases,        .         .  6,575  44 

Towns,  for  board  of  custodial  cases,     .         .  26,025  83 

Private  pupils, 11,322  24 

Special  appropriation  for  new  buildings,      .  46,459  14 

Other  sources,         .        .         .               •  .        .  6,697  76 


$122,080  41 


$123,625  12 
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Cn. 


Salaries  and  wages, 
Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing 

Fuel  and  lights,     .... 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies,    . 

Furnishings, 

Grain  and  food  for  stock, 
Transportation,      .... 
Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 
Const  ruction  of  new  buildings, 
Other  expenses,      .... 


$81,389  l!» 

18,781  L9 

3,009  51 

4,001  7;"> 

1,096  75 

2,929  42 

1,941  77 

192  42 

5,860  88 

16,459  II 

7,963  10 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.33. 
Present  value  of  permanent  fund,  $62,206.91. 


1123,625  12 


Numbers. 


* 

a 
ft 

'a 
o 

H 

o 

o 

A 

a 
hi 
o 

p 
U 

03 
O 

Number  Ootober  1,  1896, 

Admitted  chiving  year 

Discharged  during  year, 

Number  September  SO,  1897, 

252 
92 
31 

818 

173 
88 
15 

191 

425 
L25 
46 
504 

288 

82 
29 

250 

192 
43 
17 

254 

425 
125 

40 
504 

During  the  year  there  have  been  40  transfers  from  the 
school  to  the  custodial  department,  and  4  transfers  from  the 
custodial  to  the  school  department. 

A  new  building  was  completed  last  June,  and  the  adult 
male  custodial  cases, — many  oi'  them  excitable,  untidy  and 
destructive1,  and  some  partially  insane,  and  unfit  for  associa- 
tion with  the  younger  children,  —  were  transferred  to  it; 
and  in  this  way  a  complete  separation  has  been  made  of  this 
class  oi'  inmates  from  the  younger  boys,  enabling  the  au- 
thorities to  give  each  class  much  more  satisfactory  treat- 
ment. There  are  now  four  classes  oi'  male  inmates  in  four 
different  buildings:  namely,  the  male  custodial  cases;  the 
younger  improvable  school  cases;  the  small  boys  of  the 
lower  grade,  seme  of  them  partially  paralyzed  or  other- 
wise  helpless,   and   many   oi'   them   requiring  hospital   care; 
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and  the  quiet,  reliable  workers  of  adult  age,  who  occupy 
the  farm  house. 

The  new  building  for  the  adult  female  custodial  cases  will 
be  shortly  ready  for  occupancy,  and  with  the  completion  of 
this,  it  will  be  doubtful  whether  any  further  extension 
of  the  Institution  should  be  made. 

The  large  amount  of  intelligent  work  accomplished  by  the 
inmates  of  this  School  is  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  its  excel- 
lence and  success.  The  method  used  here  to  secure  and 
retain  satisfactory  teachers  is  an  admirable  one,  and  worthy 
of  imitation  elsewhere. 

The   Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  — 
Baldwinville. 

Trustees  appointed  by  the  Governor:  Jonathan  A.  Lane, 
of  Boston  ;  Lizzie  R.  Doherty,  of  Boston  ;  Merrick  Bemis, 
M.D.,  of  Worcester  ;  David  H;  Coolidge,  of  Boston  ;  Arthur 
H.  Lowe,  of  Fitchburg. 

Trustees  appointed  by  the  Corporation:  Frederick  W. 
Russell,  M.D.,  of  Winchendon ;  Herbert  M.  Small,  of 
Baldwinville;  Francis  Leland,  of  Otter  River  ;  GilmanWaite, 
of  Baldwinville  ;  Sarah  B.  Dewey,  of  Worcester  ;  Amelia  F. 
Rawson,  of  Worcester ;  Lucy  W.  M.  Gilmore,  of  Lexing- 
ton ;  Henry  S.  Lee,  of  Springfield ;  John  D.  Carson,  of 
Dalton  ;  William  Skinner,  of  Holyoke  ;  Sarah  R.  Greeley, 
of  Clinton;  Sarah  E.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville ;  Edith  P. 
D.  Greene,  of  Clinton  ;  Homer  Gage,  M.D.,  of  Worcester; 
Robert  N.  Wallace,  of  Fitchburg ;  George  E.  Bryant,  of 
Baldwinville. 

Everett  Flood,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash  on  hand  October  1,  1896, $437  99 

Receipts  — 

Board  of  patients, $17,860  01 

Donations, 1,636  88 

Other  sources, 12,002  54 

31,499  43 

$31,937  42 
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Cr. 


Salaries  and  wages, 

|10,805  21 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

5,188  12 

Clothing,         ...... 

185  74 

Fuel  and  lights, 

2,592  44 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies,     . 

367  58 

Furnishings,   ...... 

101  52 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

949  82 

Transfer  to  permanent  fund, 

446  47 

Ordinary  repairs  and  construction, 

404  26 

Other  expenses,      ...... 

10,856  65 

$31,897  81 

Cash  on  hand  September  30,  1897, 

39  61 

$31,937  42 

Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $4.30. 
Present  value  of  permanent  fund,  $31,412.86. 

The  classes  of  patients  cared  for  at  this  Institution  are 
children  suffering  from  epileptic  seizures  and  other  nervous 
disorders,  children  with  certain  deformities  and  other  bodily 
afflictions,  and  a  few  adults.  The  numbers  have  steadily 
increased  from  105  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  121  at 
the  end,  12  of  them  being  State  cases. 

A  new  school  building  is  nearly  completed,  which  will 
provide  two  large  school-rooms  with  several  small  rooms  for 
different  uses,  and  bed-rooms  on  the  second  floor.  The 
building  will  cost  $6,000  and  will  be  erected  without 
expense  to  the  State. 


The  McLean  Hospital,  Waveely. 

Edward  Cowles,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

This  is  a  branch  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  a 
corporate  institution.  At  the  beginning  of  the  official  year 
it  contained  151  inmates,  —  72  men  and  79  women  ;  admitted 
during  the  year  122, —  56  men  and  66  women;  discharged 
118,  —  52  men  and  66  women;  remaining  September  30, 
1897,  155,  —  76  men  and  79  women.  The  average  number 
present  during  the  year  was  142.  Of  those  discharged,  35 
were  discharged  as  recovered.  Of  the  155  remaining  at 
the  close  of  the  year,   152  were  supported  by  individuals, 
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and  3   by  the  Hospital.      There  were   13  deaths  during  the 
year. 

This  Institution,  the  oldest  hospital  for  the  insane  in  the 
Commonwealth,  with  accommodations  and  appliances  second 
to  none  in  the  country,  maintains  its  high  standard  of  man- 
agement. With  sufficient  means  at  their  command,  the 
Trustees  spare  no  expense  in  the  way  of  important  altera- 
tions and  improvements,  and  the  opportunity  offered  here 
for  the  scientific  study  of  insanity  is  used  to  good  advan- 
tage. This  was  the  first  Institution  to  employ  internes, 
and  the  good  results  of  this  method  are  shown  in  the 
experience  of  the  internes  who  have  gone  from  this  place 
to  enter  upon  professional  work  in  other  hospitals  or  else- 
where. Among  the  inmates  are  a  considerable  number  of 
neurasthenic  cases,  entering  as  voluntary  patients. 

The  Boston  Insane  Hospital. 

This  is  a  municipal  institution  but,  like  all  receptacles  for 
the  insane  in  the  Commonwealth,  is  subject  to  visitation  and 
inspection  by  the  State  Board.  Under  the  Legislation  of 
1897  this  Institution  was  taken  from  the  management  of  the 
Commissioner  of  City  Institutions,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  known  as  the  Insane 
Hospital  Trustees.  The  Hospital  has  two  Departments, — 
one  at  Austin  Farm,  Edward  B.  Lane,  M.D.,  Superin- 
tendent, and  the  other  at  Pierce  Farm,  William  Noyes, 
M.D.,  Superintendent.  At  the  beginning  of  the  official 
year  there  were  in  the  two  Departments  482  inmates, — 
238  men  and  244  women;  admitted  during  the  year  209, 
—  87  men  and  122  women;  discharged  184,  —  79  men  and 
105  women;  remaining  September  30,  1897,  507, —  246 
men  and  261  women.  The  average  number  present  during 
the  year  was  479.  Of  the  184  patients  discharged  during 
the  year,  26  were  discharged  as  recovered.  There  were 
52  deaths. 

The  Institution  is  well  managed,  and  the  inmates  receive 
excellent  care  and  attention.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  a  set  of  buildings  as  large  as  those  at  Pierce  Farm 
should  be  constructed  with  so  much  waste  room,  and  conse- 
quent lack  of  accommodation  for  the  patients.     A  proper 
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administration  building  is  greatly  needed,  and  it  would  be 
well  if  increased  facilities  for  the  employment  of  patients 
could  be  provided.  It  is  hoped  that  some  provision  will 
be  made  before  long  whereby  a  better  separation  of  the 
acute  from  the  chronic  cases  can  be  made,  thus  securing 
closer  supervision  and  study  of  the  acute  cases. 

The  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics. 
Trustees:  William  N.  Bullard,  M.D.,  Boston,  Chairman; 
Albert  C.  Getchell,  M.D.,  of  Worcester,  Secretary ;  Burn- 
ham  K.  Benner,  M.D.,  of  Lowell ;  Charles  R.  Clough,  of 
Boston ;  Adelaide  A.  Calkins,  of  Springfield ;  Mabel  G. 
Stedman,  of  Roslindale ;  William  S.  Hyde,  of  Ware. 

Owen  Copp,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

The  buildings  of  this  Institution,  designed  to  accommo- 
date 200  inmates,  are  practically  completed,  but  the  opening 
is  delayed  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  a  proper 
water  supply,  and  for  other  reasons.  The  Trustees  hope 
to  be  in  readiness  to  receive  patients  sometime  during  the 
coming  Spring. 

The  Private  Insane  Asylums. 
Licenses  for  the  establishment  of  two  new  private  asylums 
were  issued  by  the  Governor  during  the  year,  after  investi- 
gation and  report  by  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity. 
In  nearly  all  the  Asylums  a  high  standard  is  maintained, 
and  the  care  and  treatment  of  patients  is  all  that  is  to  be 
desired.  The  Asylums  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  official 
year  were  as  follows  :  — 

1.  "  Woodbourne,"  Roslindale.  Henry  R.  Stedman,  M.D., 
Superintendent . 

2.  "The  Highlands,"  Winchendon.  Frederick  W..  Russell, 
M .  D . ,  Superintendent. 

3.  Private  Asylum,  Brookline.  Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  Super- 
intendent. 

4.  Private  Asylum,  Norwood.  Eben  C.  Norton,  M.D.,  Super- 
intendent. 

5.  "  Riverview,"  Baldwinville.  Lucius  W.  Baker,  M.D., 
'Superintendent. 
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6.  "  Herbert  Hall,"  Worcester.  Merrick  Bemis,  M.D.,  Super- 
intendent. 

7.  "  Newton  Nervine,"  West  Newton.  N.  Emmons  Paine, 
M .  D . ,  Superintendent . 

8.  "  Attleborough  Home  Sanitarium,"  Attleborough.  Laura 
V.  G.  Mackie,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

9.  "Locust  Grove  Asylum,"  Sandwich.  Alice  R.  Cooke, 
Superintendent ;  Geo.  E.  White,  M.D.,  Medical  Director. 

10.  "  Cutter  Retreat,"  Pepperell.  William  F.  Heald,  M.D., 
Superintendent. 

11.  "Dr.  Ring's  Sanatorium,"  Arlington  Heights.  Allan 
Mott  Ring,  M.D.,  Superintendent. 

12.  4t  Framingham  Nervine,"  Framingham.  Ellen  L.  Keith, 
M.D.,  Superintendent. 

13.  "  Laurel  wood,"  Newton.  Eugene  W.  Hill,  M.D.,  Super- 
intendent. 

Since  the  close  of  the  official  year  Dr.  Edward  H.  Wis- 
wall,  who  had  temporarily  closed  his  Asylum  at  Newton, 
has  re-opened  it  at  Wellesley ;  authority  for  the  change  of 
location  having  been  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Dr.  Stedman  reports  his  intention  of  transferring  his 
Asylum,  within  the  course  of  a  year,  to  Brookline,  where 
he  has  purchased  an  estate  of  18  acres. 

Dr.  Keith  reports  the  addition  of  a  piazza  extending 
around  three  sides  of  the  house,  and  of  a  new  heating 
apparatus,  making  all  her  twenty  rooms  as  available  in 
the  winter  as  in  the  summer. 

Dr.  Paine  reports  renovations  and  improvements  in  his 
buildings. 

Dr.  Baker  reports  that  in  future  he  will  receive  women 
only,  with  rare  exceptions.  He  has  added  a  stone  cottage 
to  his  establishment. 

Dr.  Mackie  reports  an  addition  of  six  rooms  to  her  house. 

Dr.  Ring  reports  an  entire  reconstruction  of  all  the  san- 
itary arrangements  in  his  establishment. 
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Dr.  Stedman. 


Sane. 

Insane. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Number  October  1, 1896 

Admitted  during  year 

Discharged  during  year,        .... 
Number  September  30,  1897, 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
2 
1 

3 

2 
3 
2 

8 
5 
5 

8 

13 
10 
11 
12 

Dr.  Bussell. 


Number  October  1, 1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


3-86 
7  3  4-1 

9  3  7  4 

1-56 


Dr.  Channing. 


Number  October  1, 1896,       .... 

1 

10 

2 

8 

21 

Admitted  during  year, 

2 

6 

- 

5 

13 

Discharged  during  year 

2 

7 

1 

2 

12 

Number  September  30,  1897, 

1 

9 

1 

11 

22 

Dr.  Norton. 


Number  October  1, 1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


4 

2-12 

2  -  -  2 

1  4 


Number  October  1,  1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 


Discharged  during  year, 

II 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


Dr.  Baker. 
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Dr.  Bemis. 


Sane. 

Insane. 

Total. 

Men. 

"Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Number  October  1, 1896,       .... 

- 

- 

- 

12 

1 

12 

Admitted  during  year 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

Discharged  during  year,        .... 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

Number  September  30, 1897, 

- 

- 

- 

12 

12 

Dr.  Paine. 


Number  October  1, 1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30, 1897, 


- 

2 

4 

i 
4 

4 

6 

7 

12 

4 

7 

6 

12 

- 

1 

5 

4 

II 

Dr.  Mackie. 


Number  October  1, 1896,       „ 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Admitted  during  year 

- 

20 

1 

2 

23 

Discharged  during  year 

- 

21 

1 

2 

24 

Number  September  30,  1897, 

- 

3 

- 

- 

8 

Miss  Cooke. 


Number  October  1,  1896 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Admitted  during  year, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Discharged  during  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

!    - 

Number  September  30,  1897, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

> 

Dr.  Heald. 


Number  October  1,  1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


2 

~5 

- 

1 

1 

'l 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 
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Dr.  Ring. 


Sane. 

Insane. 

Total. 

Men. 

"Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Number  October  1,  1896,        .... 

5 

11 

- 

- 

16 

Admitted  during  year, 

11 

32 

- 

1 

44 

Discharged  during  year,        .... 

12 

36 

- 

1 

49 

Number  September  30,  1897, 

4 

7 

- 

- 

11 

Dr.  Keith. 


Number  at  time  of  opening, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


Dr.  Hill. 


Number  at  time  of  opening, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  1897, 


3 

1 

- 

3 

1 

5 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Total  Private  Asylums. 


Number  October  1,  1896, 
Admitted  during  year,  . 
Discharged  during  year, 
Number  September  30,  189*3 


17 

43 

18 

51 

31 

100 

16 

49 

35 

104 

18 

43 

13 

39 

16 

57 

129 
196 
200 
125 


The  Boarded-Out  Insane. 
As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  tables,  there  has  been 
but  little  movement  in  this  work  during  the  past  year, 
owing  to  lack  of  patients  suitable  for  placing  in  families. 
The  provision  made  by  the  opening  of  the  Medfield  Asylum 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  chronic  insane,  the  constant 
withdrawals  by  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  patients  from 
the  Hospitals,  and  their  refusals  to  permit  patients  to   be 
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boarded  out,  added  to  the  unwillingness  of  Hospital  Super- 
intendents to  part  with  their  useful  workers,  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  attempt  to  carry  the  system  any  farther  under  the 
present  circumstances.  If,  however,  the  recommendation 
which  the  Board  will  offer  for  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  all 
the  insane  inmates  of  the  city  and  town  almshouses,  and 
their  transfer  to  the  State  Institutions  for  the  care  of  the 
insane,  should  "be  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  opportunity 
will  be  immediately  afforded  for  the  boarding  out  of  a  far 
larger  number  of  patients  than  has  been  possible  at  any 
time  since  the  beginning  of  the  work. 


Statistics  of  Boarded-out  Insane  from  October  2,  1896,  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1897. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Boarded  in  families  September  30,  1896, 
Placed  out  from  Sept.  30,  1896,  to  Sept.  30,  1897, 

24 
1 

105 
3 

129 
4 

Whole  number  of  cases  during  the  year, 
Cases  returned  to  institutions,       . 

Cases  discharged  recovered, 

Cases  discharged  to  Overseers  of  Poor, 

Cases  died, 

25 
1 
1 

108 
6 
2 
1 
1 

133 

.   7 

3 

1 

1 

Whole  number  of  discharges,        .... 
Remaining  September  30,  .1897,    .... 

Private  patients,      ...... 

Town  patients,        .         .         .         . 

State  patients, 

Self-supporting  patients,        .        . 

2 
23 

7 
7 
8 
1 

10 
98 
10 
62 
23 
3 

12 
121 
17 
69 
31 
4 

Average  number  during  the  year, 126  39 

Average   number  during    the  year   supported   at   public 

expense, 105  87 

Total  cost  of  board  for  pauper  patients,       ....  $16,934  70 

Total  cost  of  clothing, .  10  04 

Total  cost  of  supervision  (including  salaries),      .         .         .  1,332  93 

Weekly  cost  of  pauper  patients  (including  supervision),    .  3  31 


10 

90 
90 

90 
90 

90 
90 

90 
90 
90 

90 
90 

9 
90 

ft 

00 

CI 

os 

90 

2 

90 

90 

90 

90 

At  board  September  30, 
Average  number,     .     . 

5 

34 
21 

73 

60 

80 
113 

110 
94 

148 
126 

155 
142 

175 
168 

164 
168 

158 
158 

142 
147 

129 
134 

121 
126 

1898.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  99 

The  patients  are  distributed  as  follows  :  — 

Bristol  County,  12,  viz. :  Easton,  3  ;  North  Attleborough,  1 ;  Norton  ; 
2;  Mansfield,  1;  Taunton,  5. 

Essex  County,  2,  viz. :  Danvers,  1 ;  Lawrence,  1. 

Franklin  County,  2,  viz  :  Ashfield,  1 ;  Hawley,  1. 

Hampden  County,  3,  viz. :  Monson,  1  ;  Southwick,  1 ;  Springfield,  1. 

Hampshire  County,  19,  viz.:  Cummington,  2;  Easthampton,  2; 
Goshen,  6  ;  Williamsburg,  9. 

Middlesex  County,  29,  viz  :  Marlborough,  3 ;  Newton,  2 ;  Tewks- 
bury,  21 ;  Tyngsborough,  2  ;  Somerville,  1. 

Norfolk  County,  14,  viz.:  Dover,  2;  Foxborough,  1;  Norwood,  2; 
Walpole,  9. 

Plymouth  County,  7,  viz. :  East  Bridgewater,  3  ;  West  Bridgewater,  4. 

Suffolk  County,  4,  viz. :  Boston,  3  ;  Chelsea,  1. 

Worcester  County,  26,  viz. :  Athol,  4 ;  Northborough,  5  ;  North  Brook- 
field,  10;  Oakham,  1;  Shrewsbury,  1;  Southborough,  1;  Sutton,  1; 
Westborough,  2  ;  Winchendon,  1. 

There  are  also  three  patients  outside  the  State,  viz.  : 
Kensington,  N.  H.,  1 ;  North  Barnstead,  N.  H.,  1 ;  Providence,  R.  I.,  1. 

The  121  patients  remaining  September  30,  1897,  were  in 
75  families.  Five  families  had  4  patients  each  ;  ten  families, 
3  ;  eleven  families,  2  ;  and  forty-nine  families,  one  patient 
each.  In  the  last  class,  4  patients  were  self-supporting, 
and  11  were  with  friends. 


The  General  Care  of  the  Insane. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  with  every  succeeding  year  the  care 
of  the  hopelessly  insane  inmates  of  the  State  Institutions 
becomes  more  considerate,  more  humane,  more  mindful  of 
individual  needs ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  study  of  the 
great  problem  of  cure,  and  the  still  greater  problem  of 
prevention,  grows  more  serious,  more  thorough,  and  more 
promising  of  results.  Pathological  research  in  the  hands  of 
men  trained  for  that  special  purpose  ;  the  better  classifica- 
tion of  patients ;  the  employment  of  trained  attendants  and 
the  establishment  of  schools  for  training  them  ;  the  construc- 
tion of  homes  for  nurses  outside  of  the  buildings  for  the  care 
of  the  patients,  where  the  nurses  when  off  duty  may  have 
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entire  rest  and  freedom  from  care  ;  —  these  and  other  im- 
portant improvements  are  being  rapidly  adopted.  In  some 
of  the  buildings  faulty  construction  still  stands  in  the  way 
of  success,  but  for  the  most  part  the  Hospitals  are  making 
the  best  use  of  existing  conditions,  and  in  general,  as  fast  as 
possible,  are  replacing  old  and  worn-out  appliances  with 
new. 

Following  the  example  of  the  McLean  Hospital,  the  several 
State  Hospitals  are  adopting  the  policy  of  taking  internes  to 
aid  the  overworked  assistants.  These  internes  not  only 
relieve  the  assistants  from  routine  work,  but  enable  them  to 
secure  time  for  scientific  research,  and  a  more  thorough  treat- 
ment of  the  difficult  cases  they  have  to  encounter.  The 
science  of  the  treatment  of  the  insane  is  obscure  enough 
at  best ?  and  every  opportunity  should  be  given  those  en- 
gaged in  this  specialty  to  enable  them  to  work  to  the  best 
advantage.  A  sufficient  pecuniary  inducement  should  be 
offered  for  such  service.  It  is  hoped  that  all  the  Hos- 
pitals, without  exception,  will  adopt  this  method. 

Regarding  the  pathological  study  of  insanity,  for  which 
the  different  institutions  offer  such  good  opportunities,  the 
Board  recommended,  several  years  ago,  the  appointment 
of  a  State  pathologist,  who  should  have  general  charge  of 
the  pathological  work  at  the  different  Hospitals.  This  did 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Hospital  authorities,  but 
since  that  time  provision  has  been  made  in  at  least  four  of 
the  State  Institutions  for  the  appointment  of  resident  pathol- 
ogists. 

The  accidents  which  still  occasionally  occur  emphasize 
the  need  of  a  closer  night  supervision  of  the  insane.  It 
does  not  seem  sufficient  for  a  watchman  to  pass  through 
the  halls  and  corridors  once  an  hour  during  the  night,  or 
for  a  person  known  to  be  suicidal  to  be  placed  in  restraint 
and  receive  only  occasional  supervision.  The  objection  to 
constant  supervision,  on  the  ground  of  its  interfering  with 
the  sleep  of  the  patient,  is  very  easily  overcome,  and  in  one 
of  our  Hospitals  special  structural  provision  has  been  made 
for  this  purpose  ;  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  so 
arranging  the  suicidal  wards  of  all  the  Institutions  that  all 
cases  of  suspected  suicide  should  be  under  constant  super- 
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vision ;  nor  should  any  ward  be  without  regular  night 
supervision  by  nurses  and  attendants. 

Two  of  the  Institutions  have  already  nearly  completed 
separate  houses  for  the  use  of  female  nurses,  and  the  good 
results  thus  obtained  are  so  clearly  manifest  that  there  is 
no  question  that  the  other  Hospitals  should  without  hesita- 
tion, and  as  rapidly  as  possible,  adopt  this  system.  With 
a  home  to  go  to,  a  nurse  on  leaving  her  ward  and  work  gets 
immediate  and  entire  release  from  duty.  She  is  thus  enabled 
to  rest  thoroughly,  and  to  return  with  renewed  vigor  to  the 
care  of  her  patients.  No  nurse  should  have  a  room  in  a 
building  where  the  insane  are  cared  for,  or  remain  in  the 
building  excepting  when  on  actual  duty.  Night  emergen- 
cies, such  as  attempted  suicide,  or  homicide,  or  escape  from 
the  wards,  can  be  readily  provided  for  by  an  adequate  sys- 
tem of  night  supervision. 

The  problem  of  securing  and  retaining  suitable  help  in 
institutions  has  not  been  found  altogether  easy  of  solution, 
but  the  example  set  at  the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded, 
and  to  some  extent  at  the  State  Almshouse,  in  this  respect, 
is  one  that  may  well  be  followed  elsewhere,  —  namely,  mak- 
ing provision  for  a  gathering  place  within,  or  immediately 
outside  of,  the  Institution,  where  all  the  employees  can  meet 
for  instruction  and  amusement.  Such  an  arrangement  would 
naturally  result  in  longer  continuance  of  service  of  the  em- 
ployees, and  consequent  greater  efficiency  on  their  part ; 
and  from  it  would  finally  accrue  much  benefit  to  the  patients. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  great  benefit  would 
result  from  regular  meetings  between  the  Superintendents 
and  assistants  of  the  several  Institutions.  The  tendency 
in  all  Institutions  is  for  the  officers  to  remain  at  home, 
and  so  become  unconsciously  and  inevitably  more  or  less 
self-centered.  Their  duties  are  incessant  and  exacting,  and 
there  is  always  danger  of  their  becoming  slaves  to  a  rou- 
tine life.  It  is  suggested  that  such  meetings  be  held  at  the 
different  Hospitals  of  the  State  at  least  as  often  as  five  or 
six  times  a  year,  —  the  expense  to  be  met  by  the  Hospitals 
where  they  are  held,  —  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  any 
topics  that  may  arise  regarding  the  care  and  treatment  of 
the  insane  as  individual  cases  and  as  to  their  surroundings, 
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or  any  subject  pertaining  to  hospitals  and  their  management. 
Almost  every  Superintendent  is  by  nature  or  education  an 
expert  in  one  or  more  points,  and  able  to  instruct  his  breth- 
ren in  some  respects.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  a  series 
of  meetings  would  result  in  good  to  the  patients  and  the  In- 
stitutions as  well  as  immediately  to  the  Superintendents  and 
other  officers. 

The  attention  of  alienists  is  more  and  more  drawn  towards 
the  study  of  moral  insanity,  or  that  disorder  which  affects 
the  moral  powers  rather  than  the  understanding  or  intel- 
lect. This  class  of  patients  is  found  in  nearly  every  In- 
stitution in  the  State  ;  not  only  in  the  Hospitals,  but  in  the 
School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  and  even  in  the  Houses  of 
Correction.  In  the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  a  large 
number  of  the  morally  insane  are  kept,  for  want  of  a  better 
place.  They  are  unfit  to  mingle  with  the  world,  and  yet, 
under  proper  supervision,  are  fully  capable  of  being  self- 
supporting.  They  are  a  class  requiring  special  care  and 
supervision,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  special  laws  should 
not  be  enacted  in  order  to  make  suitable  provision  for  them. 
It  is  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  to  provide  an  institution  for  their  keeping,  in  which 
various  industries  should  be  carried  on.  Such  an  institution 
might  be  in  time  not  only  self-supporting,  but  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  State. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  a  codification  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing  the  commitment  of  the  insane.  The  laws  originally 
contained  in  Chapter  87  of  the  Public  Statutes,  published 
in  1882,  have  been  so  variously  altered  and  amended 
that  they  have  become  confusing  and  somewhat  difficult 
to  understand  and  apply.  The  simplification  and  re- 
arrangement of  them  which  an  expert  codification  would 
secure  is  very  much  to  be  desired  ;  and  the  Board  here 
recommends  that  the  Legislature  make  provision  for  such 
codification. 

The  present  form  of  certificate  used  in  the  commitment 
of  insane  persons  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  the  Attorney 
General  has  recently  given  an  opinion  that  the  commit- 
ting magistrate's  "determination  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
evidence  on  the  certificates  submitted  is  final  and  binding 
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upon  committing  officers  and  keepers  of  state  institutions 
to  whom  his  precepts  are  directed.  They  are  not  called 
upon,  neither  have  they  a  right,  to  question  his  adjudica- 
tion in  the  matter.  The  provisions  requiring  a  copy  of 
the  certificate  to  be  filed  are  obviously  for  the  benefit  of 
the  person  committed  and  are  not  intended  to  require  the 
determination  of  the  superintendents  as  to  its  sufficiency 
before  obeying  the  order  of  commitment."  So  that,  as  the 
law  stands  at  present,  the  Superintendents  of  institutions  are 
obliged  to  receive  patients  committed  by  any  magistrate 
authorized  to  do  so,  even  in  cases  where  the  physician's 
certificate  is  manifestly  incorrect  or  imperfect,  or  even  where 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  certificate  having  been  filed. 
In  spite  of  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  secure 
uniformity  of  commitment  papers,  we  are  gradually  falling 
back  into  the  old  condition  in  which  the  different  Courts, 
especially  those  remote  from  the  Capital,  print  a  form  of 
their  own  to  suit  their  own  ideas.  In  the  case  of  the  com- 
mitment of  dipsomaniacs  there  is  no  form  authorized  by 
law,  and  the  method  commonly  followed  is  to  use  the  form 
printed  for  the  commitment  of  the  insane,  with  the  necessary 
erasures  and  additions.  There  will  soon  be  needed  a  special 
form  for  the  commitment  of  epileptics  to  the  Hospital  at 
Monson  shortly  to  be  opened.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  committing  magistrates  throughout  the  State  will  wel- 
come any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Board  towards  secur- 
ing a  uniformity  of  method,  and  the  Board  here  recommends 
that  in  providing  for  the  desired  codification  of  the  laws 
regarding  the  insane,  this  matter  of  uniformity  of  certifi- 
cates be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Legislature. 

The  City  and  Town  Almshouses. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  condition  of  the  alms- 
houses, in  most  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Common- 
wealth, has  improved  within  the  last  few  years.  In  a  great 
majority  of  the  cases  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  met  in  a 
most  cordial  way  the  suggestions  and  criticisms  offered  by 
the  Board,  and  have  acted  upon  them,  to  the  great  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  poor  under  their  charge.  It 
still  remains  true,  however,  that  in  some  instances  an  unwise 
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economy  on  the  part  of  the  town,  or  a  misunderstanding  of 
the  true  merits  of  the  case,  has  prevented  action  by  Over- 
seers who  are  desirous  to  make  a  change  for  the  better ;  and 
there  remain  a  few  towns  apparently  either  apathetic  in  the 
matter,  or  entirely  opposed  to  any  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  their  almshouses. 

Almshouses  are  maintained  by  216  cities  and  towns  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Of  these,  206  maintain  each  its  own 
almshouse,  two  have  an  almshouse  in  common,  and  the 
almshouse  at  Holden  is  occupied  by  the  poor  of  seven 
towns.  It  would  be  well  if  more  towns  would  combine  in 
the  support  of  their  poor,  abandoning  an  almshouse  with 
accommodations  for  a  few  inmates  who  are  indifferently 
cared  for,  and  placing  them  instead  in  a  properly  con- 
structed and  well-managed  building. 

During  the  year  a  large  number  of  town  insane  have  been 
discharged  from  the  State  Hospitals  to  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  owing  to  the  desire  of  the  town  officials  to  reduce 
expenses.  In  this  way  some  of  the  almshouses  caring  for 
the  insane  are  becoming  overcrowded,  and  these  unfortunate 
inmates  do  not  receive  the  care  and  treatment  which  their 
condition  demands. 

The  sending  of  criminals  to  almshouses  is  very  objection- 
able. The  law  authorizes  towns  to  make  their  almshouses 
work-houses,  and  to  these  work-houses  may  be  sent  persons 
sentenced  for  petty  offences.  In  many  instances  where  the 
sentence  is  short  and  the  fine  $5.00  or  less,  the  criminal  is 
sent  to  the  almshouse  to  work  out  his  fine.  This  can  hardly 
fail  to  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  other  inmates,  many  of 
whom  have  become  poor  through  misfortune  and  by  no 
fault  of  their  own.  The  custom  that  too  many  towns  have 
of  sending  tramps  to  the  almshouse  is  also  objectionable, 
and  it  would  be  well  if,  in  every  town  where  tramps  are 
likely  to  be  harbored,  a  place  could  be  provided  for  their 
separate  reception. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  cities  and  towns  maintain  no 
almshouses,  their  dependents  being  either  placed  in  private 
families,  boarded  in  almshouses  in  other  towns,  or  cared  for 
in  institutions. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  law  concerning  the  print- 
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ing  of  its  Annual  Keport  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  for 
the  printing  of  five  hundred  additional  copies  of  so  much  of 
the  Report  as  relates  to  the  city  and  town  almshouses,  and 
pauperism  in  towns,  in  order  that  the  local  authorities  may 
be  supplied  with  the  same. 

Here  follow  abstracts  of  almshouse  visitation  made  by 
the  visiting  officers  of  the  Department  of  Inspector  of 
Institutions : 

ACTON. 
(Visited  May  11,  1897.) 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  at  this  almshouse.  A 
bath-room  has  been  put  in,  some  painting,  papering,  and  white- 
washing done  upon  the  interior,  and  a  new  and  better  method 
of  drainage  provided.  These  changes,  with  the  improved  appear- 
ance of  the  house  made  by  painting  the  exterior,  and  the  addition 
of  blinds  to  the  windows,  are  very  creditable  to  the  town.  There 
is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  or  of  the  sane  from  the 
insane.  Thirty-five  acres  of  the  farm  are  tilled  ;  and  milk,  vege- 
tables, &c,  were  sold  the  past  year  to  the  amount  of  about  $1,500. 

The  inmates  are  two  insane  women,  one  of  whom  is  blind.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  $300  for  their  services. 

Acushnet. 

(Visited  October  8,  1897  ) 

This  almshouse,  closed  last  year,  has  been  lately  re-opened  and 

the  farm  rented.     The  town  poor  will  board  at  this  place.     There 

has  been  but  one  inmate,  a  man  of  eighty-six  years,  who  remained 

only  four  months. 

Adams. 

(Visited  October  29,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  alms- 
house and  its  surroundings,  and  considering  its  poor  structural 
arrangement,  much  credit  is  due  the  matron  for  the  cleanliness  and 
good  order  of  the  interior.  Although  the  house  is  unfit  for  occu- 
pancy and  should  be  abandoned,  yet  it  is  over-crowded  with  in- 
mates, with  no  prospect  of  change  or  improved  condition.  A 
detached  building,  occupied  by  men,  is  cared  for  by  one  of  the 
women. 

There  are  fourteen  inmates  ;  three  men,  seven  women,  and  four 
children.     None  are  insane.     The  same  objectionable  arrangement 
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for  the  remuneration  of  the  warden  and  matron  exists  as  last  year, 
namely,  the  town  makes  a  weekly  allowance  of  $2.50  for  each  in- 
mate, and  whatever  is  saved  from  this  is  allowed  the  warden  and 
matron  for  their  services. 

Agawam. 

(Visited  October  28,  1897.) 

There  has  been  an  important  change  here  in  the  appointment  of 
a  new  manager,  who  has  done  much  to  remedy  former  defects. 
The  building  now  presents  a  very  orderly  and  clean  appearance. 
There  is  urgent  need  of  new  iron  bedsteads  in  place  of  the  old 
ones,  also  of  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  bedding.  The  house 
should  be  repainted,  papered,  and  a  bath-room  provided;  and 
there  should  be  better  structural  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes. 

There  are  five  inmates,  one  man  and  four  women ;  one  of  the 
women  is  insane. 

Amesbury. 
(Visited  October  7,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  clean  and  orderly,  and  under  good 
management,  but  many  serious  defects  exist  in  the  house  itself. 
The  bath-room  is  improperly  located,  and  should  be  supplied 
with  a  new  tub,  and  a  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water.  The  present 
method  of  heating  by  stoves  should  be  abandoned,  and  a  furnace 
substituted.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  or 
of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

The  inmates  are  fourteen  in  number  ;  seven  men,  six  women  and 
one  child.  Of  these,  five  are  insane,  and  three  feeble-minded. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  $500  for  their  services. 

Amherst. 

(Visited  August  25,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  re- 
port. The  need  continues  of  proper  bathing  facilities  and  the 
enforcement  of  regular  bathing.  The  sexes  are  separated  during 
the  day,  but  at  night  occupy  adjoining  rooms.  There  is  no  sepa- 
ration of  sane  from  insane.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  feeble 
inmates,  there  is  need  of  a  competent  domestic  to  assist  in-doors. 

There  are  eight  inmates ;  two  men,  three  women,  and  three 
children.  Two  of  the  adults  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  $400  for  their  services. 
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Andoyer. 
(Visited  January  18,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  maintain  its  good  reputation.  It 
was  found  cheerful,  homelike,  and  under  excellent  management. 
There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  not  of  the  sane 
from  the  insane. 

The  inmates  number  twenty-four ;  seven  men,  fifteen  women 
and  two  children,  one,  a  child  of  three  years,  being  with  its 
mother.  Eight  of  the  inmates  are  insane  and  three  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  $700  for  their  services. 

Arlington. 

(Visited  November  5,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  well  conducted,  and  in  a  commendable  con- 
dition. The  management  is  good,  and  the  house  neat,  clean,  and 
attractive.  An  additional  room  for  hospital  purposes,  and  another 
bath-room  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  while  not  absolute 
necessities,  would  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  establish- 
ment. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  insane,  and  one  is 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  $360  for  their  services. 

ASHBY. 

(Visited  September  17,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  past 
year ;  it  continues  under  the  same  satisfactory  management. 
The  interior  presents  a  clean  and  orderly  appearance,  but  the 
house  is  in  need  of  repairs  ;  and  a  bath-tub,  supplied  with  hot  and 
cold  water,  should  be  provided.  There  is  no  separation  of  the 
sexes,  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  four  men  and  three  women.  One  man 
and  one  woman  are  idiotic,  and  one  woman  is  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  $400  for  their  services. 

ASHBURNHAM. 

(Visited  August  26,  1897.) 

There  has  been  a  continued  improvement  in  the  condition  and 
appearance  of  this  almshouse,  and  the  farm  connected  with  it.  It 
is  clean  and  orderly  throughout,  but  there  is  great  need  of  an 
improved  heating  apparatus  and  suitable  arrangements  for  bath- 
ing.    Fifteen  of   the  two  hundred  acres  of   the  farm  are    under 
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cultivation,  and,  under  the  present  management,  have  been  suffi- 
ciently productive  to  pay  all  the  almshouse  expenses.  The  sepa- 
ration of  the  sexes  is  partial  by  day,  and  complete  by  night. 
There  is  no  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  nine  inmates  ;  three  men  and  six  women.  One  man  is 
insane,  and  two  women  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $500  a  year. 

Ashfield. 

(Visited  December  2,  1897). 

This  almshouse  continues  to  merit  commendation.  It  presents 
all  the  features  of  a  comfortable  country  home,  and  its  inmates 
are  treated  as  guests  of  the  town  rather  than  dependents. 

There  are  two  inmates  ;  one  man  and  one  woman,  both  sane. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300  a  year. 

Ashland. 

(Visited  January  15,  1897.) 

Some  much  needed  changes  have  been  made  in  this  almshouse. 
A  new  wing  has  replaced  the  old  one,  greatly  improving  the 
appearance  of  the  building,  and  increasing  the  convenience  of 
administration.  A  new  and  well  equipped  bath-room  has  been 
added.  Some  provision  should  be  made  for  better  heating  of  the 
new  wing.  There  is  fairly  good  structural  provision  for  the 
separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  for  separating  the  sane  from  the 
insane.  The  farm  is  productive  and  well  managed,  and  yielded 
an  income  of  over  $2,000  last  year. 

There  are  six  inmates,  all  men,  one  of  whom  is  insane  and  one 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  $500  for  their  services. 

Athol. 
(Visited  November  29,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  under  new  and  excellent  management.  Minor 
repairs,  with  painting,  papering  and  whitewashing,  have  been 
made,  greatly  improving  the  appearance  of  the  house.  The  in- 
mates receive  good  care,  and  are  cheerful  and  contented.  A 
supply  of  hot  water  should  be  furnished  for  the  bath-tub.  There 
is  no  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates  ;  three  men,  four  women  and  one  child. 
Four  of  the  inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic,  one  of  the  latter  having 
epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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Attleborough. 
(Visited  February  1,  1897.) 

At  this  almshouse,  beyond  the  enlargement  of  the  kitchen,  which 
has  been  made  more  convenient,  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve 
its  general  condition,  The  house  is  small,  built  of  wood,  one  and 
one-half  stories  in  height,  and  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  needs 
of  a  community  of  eight  thousand  inhabitants.  A  new  house, 
with  modern  and  necessary  sanitary  appliances,  should  be  erected 
and  the  old  one  abandoned.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation 
of  the  sexes,  or  of  sane  from  insane. 

The  inmates  are  six  in  number  ;  five  men  and  one  woman.  Two 
of  the  men  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $375  a 
year  for  their  services. 

Ayer. 
(Visited  June  2,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  while  lacking  suitable  conveniences  and  com- 
forts, is  kept  clean,  orderly,  and  in  fair  condition.  There  is  great 
need  of  an  improved  heating  apparatus  and  proper  provision  for 
bathing.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  or  of 
the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  four  inmates,  all  men,  one  of  whom  is  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  $650  for  their  services. 

Barnstable. 

(Visited  November  16,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  presented  its  usual  satisfactory  appearance.  It 
is  efficiently  managed,  and  in  good  condition  both  without  and 
within.  There  is  need  of  a  bath-room  and  other  sanitary  appli- 
ances. Provision  is  made  for  separation  of  the  sexes  by  night, 
but  not  by  day,  and  there  is  no  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  in- 
sane. The  practice  of  lodging  tramps  in  the  almshouse  is  very 
objectionable. 

There  are  eleven  inmates  ;  three  men,  seven  women  and  one 
child.  Four  of  the  adults  are  insane,  and  three  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  $400  for  their  services. 

Barre. 
(Visited  June  23,  1897.) 

This  large  almshouse  is  well  situated,  and  well  adapted  for  the 
care  of  a  much  larger  number  of  inmates  ;  and  adjoining  towns 
could,  with  profit  to  themselves,  and  to  the  comfort  of  their  un- 
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fortunate  poor,  join  in  its  use.  The  house  is  clean,  orderly  and 
well  managed.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  productive.  There  is 
provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  by  day  and  night ; 
but  not  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  but  four  inmates,  all  men,  one  of  whom  is  insane 
and  one  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $450  for 
their  services. 

The  town  supports  an  insane  woman  in  a  private  family,  where 
she  has  kind  treatment ;  the  sum  of  $2  a  week  being  paid  for  her 
care  and  maintenance. 

Becket. 

(Visited  October  26,  1897.) 

Four  dependents  of  this  town,  a  mother  and  three  daughters,  all 
mentally  deficient,  are  boarded  in  a  private  family.  The  mother 
and  two  daughters  are  supported  for  $135  a  year.  The  remaining 
daughter  has  recently  been  transferred  from  a  good  home  in  Otis, 
where  she  lived  with  a  crippled  father,  now  dead.  The  present 
home  of  these  people  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  incompetence 
of  the  mother  to  look  after  the  children  is  shown  in  their  dirty  and 
disorderly  condition,  and  her  own  perfect  content  with  her  im- 
proper surroundings. 

Bedford. 

(Visited  May  10,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  building,  two  and  a  half  stories  in 
height,  presenting  a  fair  appearance,  and  clean  and  orderly  within. 
Repairs  are  needed,  also  a  bath-room  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  and  a  more  effective  method  of  heating.  The  sexes  are 
separated  by  night,  but  not  by  day.  There  is  no  provision  for 
separation  of  sane  and  insane.  The  farm  is  an  excellent  one,  and 
products  amounting  to  over  $3,000  were  sold  last  year. 

There  are  seven  inmates  ;  four  men  and  three  women.  One 
man  is  insane  and  two  women  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  $500  for  their  services. 

Belchertown. 

(Visited  June  24,  1897.) 

The  management  of  this  almshouse  continues  satisfactory.  It 
is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  is  clean  and  orderly.  The  inmates 
show  evidence  of  good  care  and  kind  treatment.  There  is  need  of 
a  bath-room  and  improved  heating  appliances.  The  farm  is  well 
managed,  and  very  productive. 
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The  inmates  are  six  in  number;  four  men  and  two  women. 
One  of  each  sex  is  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $400 
for  their  services. 

Bellingham. 

(Visited  June  7,  1897.) 

Many  much  needed  improvements  have  been  made  during  the 
past  year,  consisting  of  structural  changes,  papering,  painting, 
&c.  A  new  out-building  has  also  been  completed.  Some  further 
work  in  this  direction  is  needed  :  the  bath-tub  should  be  supplied 
with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  a  furnace  substituted  for  the  stoves 
now  in  use.  There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  by  night, 
but  none  by  day ;  and  there  is  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  three  men  and  four  women.  Three 
of  the  women  are  insane,  and  one  is  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  $500  for  their  services. 


Berkley. 

(Visited  July  7,  1897.) 

Some  repairs  have  been  made  here  during  the  past  year,  much 
improving  the  condition  of  the  almshouse.  It  is  still  far  from  a 
suitable  and  satisfactory  house  in  which  to  care  for  aged  or  infirm 
inmates.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  there  were  no  inmates.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  $200  for  their  services. 


Beverly. 
(Visited  January  20,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  under  the  same  efficient  management, 
and  was  found  in  satisfactory  condition.  There  is  a  large  number 
of  inmates,  the  majority  of  whom  are  mentally  defective,  render- 
ing their  care  a  very  trying  and  difficult  task.  More  help  should 
be  employed  in-doors.  Some  minor  repairs  have  been  made  by 
the  warden,  and  portions  of  the  interior  painted  and  otherwise 
renovated.  There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  by  day 
and  night,  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane,  of  which  there 
is  great  need. 

There  are  thirty  inmates  ;  sixteen  men,  thirteen  women  and  one 
child.  Nineteen  of  the  adults  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  $500  for  their  services. 
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BlLLERICA. 

(Visited  May  I,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 
The  house  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  the  in- 
mates have  kind  treatment.  Proper  facilities  for  bathing  and 
heating  are  lacking.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane.  The  farm  is  well  managed 
and  highly  producive. 

There  are  six  inmates,  three  men  and  three  women,  all  insane  or 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  $500  for  their  services. 

Blackstone. 
(Visited  September  23,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year,  and 
some  improvements  are  much  needed.  Immediate  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  proper  ventilation  and  drainage  of  the  cellar,  and 
some  structural  provision  should  be  made  for  the  complete  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes,  which  at  present  is  entirely  lacking,  although 
some  effort  is  made  to  keep  them  apart.  The  house  is  kept  as 
clean  and  orderly  as  could  be  expected  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

There  are  twenty  inmates  ;  fifteen  men  and  five  women.  Two 
of  the  men  are  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $450  for 
their  services. 

Bolton. 
(Visited  May  20,  1897.) 

The  condition  of  this  almshouse  remains  very  much  as  at  the 
last  report,  except  that  the  roofs  of  the  different  buildings  have 
been  re-shingled.  There  is  urgent  need  of  a  different  arrangement 
of  rooms,  so  as  to  provide  for  separation  of  the  sexes.  A  more 
generous  supply  of  furnishing  is  needed,  also  a  bath-room  prop- 
erly supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water.  There  is  no  provision  for 
separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  six  inmates  ;  five  men  and  one  woman,  the  woman 
being  insane,  and  three  of  the  men  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  $300  for  their  services. 

Boston. 

Charlestown, 

(Visited  November  13,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  under  the  same  efficient  management. 

No  special  improvements  or  changes  have  been  made  since  the  last 
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report.     The  inmates  appear  to  be  quite  contented,  and  are  well 
clothed  and  fed,  but  the  building  is  over-crowded. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  inmates  ;  fifty- six  men 
and  eighty-one  women.  Seven  of  the  inmates  are  insane.  The 
warden  and  matron  are  serving  their  eighth  year  in  this  place,  and 
receive  a  salary  of  $1,300. 

Long  Island. 
(Visited  December  1,  1897.) 

This,  the  largest  by  far  of  the  municipal  almshouses,  is  rapidly 
assuming  its  proper  rank  among  the  institutions  of  the  State,  under 
the  able  management  of  the  present  Superintendent,  Dr.  Lowell 
F.  Wentworth.  Much  has  been  done  since  the  last  report  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  under  which  the  large  population  found  here 
live,  in  the  way  of  renovating  buildings,  removing  some  of  the 
objectionable  features,  and  systematizing  the  work.  Considerable 
re-arrangement  of  the  executive  departments  and  some  structural 
provisions  are  yet  greatly  needed,  and  plans  for  such  changes  are 
already  under  consideration.     Cleanliness  and  order  prevail. 

A  training-school  for  nurses,  of  twenty-five  pupils,  is  in  opera- 
tion. A  large  number  of  hospital  cases,  covering  a  wide  range 
of  diseases,  receive  excellent  and  well  directed  care.  There  is  a 
competent  staff  of  assistants. 

There  are  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  inmates  ;  four  hundred 
and  thirty-three  men,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  women,  and 
fifteen  children.  An  unusually  large  number  of  insane  have  been 
removed  to  different  hospitals,  but  there  are  yet  remaining  thirty 
persons  insane  or  idiotic,  —  thirteen  of  them  men,  and  seventeen 
women. 

Marcella  /Street  Home.  • 

(Visited  November  22,  1897.) 

By  an  Act  of  the  last  Legislature  this  Institution  has  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  known  as  the  Trustees  of  the 
Children's  Institutions  Department,  and  they  have  made  it  a  part 
of  the  public  school  system,  having  under  this  arrangement  the 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  schools  in  this  district  of 
Boston,  and  non-resident  teachers.  There  is  an  excellent  staff  of 
attending  physicians,  with  the  services  of  an  interne.  There  has 
been  but  little  sickness,  and  no  deaths.  Eighteen  women  and 
nine  men  are  employed  about  the  Home.  The  superintendent  is 
M.  J.  Dwyer. 

In  the  Home  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  boys  and 
seventy  girls,  while  there  are  boarded  out  in  families  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  boys  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  girls. 
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BOXFORD. 

(  Visited  April  23,  1897.) 

The  condition  of  this  almshouse  is  very  similar  to  that  reported 
last  year.  With  the  addition  of  a  bath-room  the  almshouse  could 
be  made  a  fairly  satisfactory  one,  but  under  the  present  manage- 
ment dirt  and  disorder  abound  throughout.  There  is  no  provision 
for  the  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  fortunately  but  three  inmates,  one  man  and  two  women, 
the  man  being  a  feeble-minded  epileptic.  The  warden  and  matron 
are  paid  a  salary  of  $450  a  year. 

Boylston. 
(Visited  June  22,  1897.) 

There  have  been  some  improvements  at  this  place  during  the 
past  year.  The  barn  has  been  painted,  and  the  interior  of  the 
house  papered,  painted,  and  otherwise  improved,  and  some  new 
furnishings  have  been  added.  The  house  is  old,  and  lacks  bathing 
facilities.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of 
the  sane  from  the  insane.  The  place  has  the  objectionable  feature 
of  tramp  quarters  in  the  shed,  which  should  be  discontinued. 

There  are  four  inmates,  all  men,  one  being  insane  and  one 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  $400  for  their  services. 

Braintree. 
(Visited  January  11,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  in  its  usual  satisfactory  condition. 
There  have  been  no  changes  made,  and  the  number  of  inmates 
remains  the  same  as  last  year.  The  house  is  well  equipped  and 
supplied  with  all  needed  furnishings.  The  inmates  are  well  cared 
for.  There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  except  at  meals, 
but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane.  The  housing  of  tramps  in 
the  basement  should  be  discontinued. 

There  are  eleven  inmates  ;  eight  men  and  three  women.  Six  of 
the  inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic,  two  of  these  having  epilepsy. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  $480  for  their  services. 

Brewster. 
(Visited  July  23,  1897.) 
This  almshouse,  which  is  an  ordinary  dwelling,  is  kept  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  and  the  inmates  receive  very  satisfactory  care. 
There  is  need  of  a  bath-room,  and  some  structural  provision  for 
separation  of  the  sexes. 
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There  are  nine  inmates  ;  five  men  and  four  women.  The  men 
are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $300  for 
their  services. 

Bridge  water. 

(Visited  September  16,  1897.) 

This  building  is  so  dilapidated  and  ill-arranged  that  it  is  not 
worth  repairing.  Considerable  interest  in  the  matter  has  been 
aroused  in  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  last  year  will  be  successful,  and  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  appropriated  to  rebuild  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
condition  of  the  present  almshouse  is  commendable  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. There  is  no  provision  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes 
or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates  ;  six  men,  five  women  and  two  chil- 
dren. Four  of  the  adults  are  insane  or  feeble-minded,  and  one 
has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $300  for  their 
services. 

Brimfield. 

(Visited  June  29,  1897.) 

Much  needed  changes  have  been  made  at  this  almshouse  during 
the  year,  and  the  place  is  now  under  a  new  and  apparently  quite 
efficient  management.  A  decided  improvement  has  been  made  in 
the  appearance  of  the  buildings  in  the  way  of  repairs  and  painting, 
both  outside  and  inside.  Minor  repairs  and  some  structural 
changes  are  still  in  progress,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  in- 
mates. Many  improvements  have  been  made  upon  the  farm,  and 
the  grounds  surrounding  the  house.  There  is  urgent  need  of  a 
bath-room  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  of  better  methods 
of  heating.  The  amount  of  labor  done  by  the  inmates  is  small, 
and  additional  help  should  be  furnished. 

There  are  twelve  inmates ;  four  men,  six  women  and  two  chil- 
dren. Four  adults  are  insane,  and  one  is  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron,  who  have  been  in  this  place  but  four  months,  are  to 
receive  $350  a  year. 

Brockton. 

(Visited  April  22,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  maintain  its  good  reputation,  being 

one  of  the  best  in  the  State.     The  excellent  management  is  seen 

in  the  general  condition  of  the  house,  its  inmates,  and  their  sur- 

r  oundings.     While  providing  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes, 
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it  lacks  provision  for  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  remedy  this  matter 
in  the  near  future  by  erecting  a  building  which  shall  be  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  care  of  the  insane. 

There  are  forty- two  inmates  ;  twenty-three  men,  eighteen  women, 
and  one  child.  One  half  of  the  inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
and  of  these,  two  have  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive 
$1,200  for  their  services. 

Bkookfield. 

(Visited  October  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  although  old,  is  kept  in  fairly  good  condition, 
and  is  clean  and  orderly  within.  Its  inmates  receive  good  care  and 
kind  treatment.  It  is  provided  with  steam  heat  and  a  bath-room. 
There  is  lack  of  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  th'ere  is 
no  special  provision  for  the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates  ;  two  men,  five  women,  and  one  child. 
Three  of  the  women  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Brookline. 

(Visited  May  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  its  usual  excellent  condition,  clean 
and  orderly  throughout,  and  showing  the  effect  of  good  manage- 
ment. The  inmates  are  contented  and  happy.  There  is  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes  ;  no  insane  people  are  received. 

There  are  seven  inmates  ;  six  men  and  one  woman.  The  house 
is  in  charge  of  a  matron,  who  is  paid  a  yearly  salary  of  $500. 

BUCKLAND. 

(Visited  October  7,  1897.) 

Some  slight  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year,  the 
former  warden  and  matron  having  returned.  The  house  is  kept 
as  clean  as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  but,  being  old  and 
infested  with  vermin,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  it  in  proper  condition. 
The  water-closets  are  improperly  constructed,  and  should  be 
re-located.  Iron  bedsteads  have  been  furnished,  adding  much  to 
the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation 
of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  one  of  whom,  an  idiotic  woman,  pays 
board.  Of  the  remainder,  two  men  and  two  women  are  insane. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  $300  for  their  services. 
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Burlington. 

(Visited  March  29,  1897.) 

The  management  of  this  almshouse  has  recently  been  changed, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  its  condition  will  be  improved.  There  is  still 
need  of  a  bath-room  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water.  There  is 
no  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  four  inmates  ;  three  men  and  one  woman,  the  latter 
being  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  are  to  receive  $400  a  year 
for  their  services. 

Cambridge. 
(Visited  November  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report, 
and  it  was  found  in  its  usual  condition,  under  excellent  manage- 
ment, and  the  inmates  receiving  good  care.  There  is  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes  day  and  night  and  at  meals,  but  only  par- 
tial separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane.  Structural  arrange- 
ments for  the  entire  separation  of  the  latter  class  are  desirable. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  inmates,  —  seventy  men 
and  fifty-one  women.  Thirty-two  inmates  are  either  insane  or 
idiotic,  and  three  have  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $1,500. 

Canton. 
(Visited  March  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  maintain  its  good  reputation.  No 
special  changes  have  been  made  since  the  last  inspection,  except 
repairs  made  necessary  by  a  small  fire  which  occurred  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  by 
night  and  at  meals,  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  nine  inmates ;  five  men  and  four  women.  Four  in- 
mates are  insane  or  idiotic,  one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Carlisle. 
(Visited  December  6,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  The  farm  continues  productive,  and  is  under  excellent 
management,  more  than  paying  the  running  expenses  of  the  house. 
There  have  been  no  repairs  or  improvements.  A  better  water 
supply  is  needed. 

There  are  but  two  inmates,  a  brother  and  sister,  both  imbecile. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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Carver. 

(Visited  October  18,  1897.) 

The  poor  of  this  town,  with  one  exception,  are  cared  for  in  pri- 
vate families.  The  old  almshouse  is  occupied  by  a  former  inmate, 
who  is  allowed  the  use  of  the  house,  fuel,  and  $1.50  a  week  for 
support.  The  house  is  very  old  and  dilapidated.  The  poor  in 
families  have  good  homes,  and  sufficient  provision  is  made  for 
their  comfortable  support. 

Charlemont. 

(Visited  October  8,  1897.) 

The  poor  of  this  town,  two  in  number,  both  mentally  deficient, 
are  boarded  in  private  families.  One  was  found  receiving  satis- 
factory care  ;  the  other  will  soon  be  removed  to  a  hospital  for  the 
insane. 

Charlton. 

(Visited  October  20,  1897.) 

With  the  exception  of  some  renovation  of  the  interior,  but  little 
has  been  done  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report.  It  was 
found  in  good  condition  and  under  satisfactory  management.  The 
appearance  of  the  inmates  indicates  excellent  care  and  kind  treat- 
ment. There  is  lack  of  structural  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes  and  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates  ;  five  men,  two  women  and  one  child. 
Of  the  adults,  one  is  insane  and  two  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Chatham. 

(Visited  July  27,  1897.) 

There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  this  almshouse,  as 
shown  by  the  condition  of  the  inmates  and  their  surroundings. 
Although  the  house  is  large,  it  is  not  well  adapted  for  its  present 
use.  Some  arrangement  should  be  made  for  a  bath-room  properly 
equipped.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  or 
of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  ten  inmates ;  two  men  and  eight  women.  Four 
inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $250. 
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Chelmsford. 

(Visited  May  4,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  still  needs  a  properly  equipped  bath-room,  and 
some  provision  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes.  There  is  a  pro- 
ductive farm,  which  yielded  an  income  of  $1,200  the  past  year. 

There  are  eight  inmates ;  two  men,  four  women,  and  two 
children.  One  inmate  is  insane,  one  feeble-minded,  and  one  has 
epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 

Cheshire. 

(Visited  October  26,  1897.) 

The  poor  of  this  town,  two  in  number,  are  boarded  in  private 
families.  Both  are  insane,  are  well  looked  after  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  and  receive  satisfactory  care. 

Chesterfield. 

(Visited  December  3,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  poor  of  the  town  are 
boarded  in  private  families,  at  different  rates,  averaging  about  $2 
per  week.  There  are  three  persons  thus  placed,  one  of  whom  is 
insane.     All  have  comfortable  homes  and  good  care. 

Chicopee. 

(Visited  October  25,  1897.) 

The  general  appearance  of  this  almshouse  has  been  much  im- 
proved since  the  last  report.  New  water-closets  connected  with 
the  city  sewer  have  been  added,  and  the  old  vaults  abandoned  ;  but, 
as  mentioned  last  year,  some  renovation  and  re-arrangement  of 
rooms,  and  some  division  of  the  house  which  shall  provide  for  sep- 
aration of  the  sexes,  should  be  made.  The  number  of  insane 
being  small,  separate  departments  for  them  are  not  considered 
necessary  at  present. 

There  are  forty-nine  inmates,  three  being  young  children.  Two 
women  are  insane  and  two  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $650. 

Clinton. 

(Visited  May  6,  and  October  13,  1897.) 

Since  the  change  of  management  a  marked  improvement  is  noted 
at  this  almshouse.  It  is  now  found  neat  and  orderly  throughout, 
and  in  excellent  condition,  the  inmates  well  dressed,  and  appar- 
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ently  receiving  good  care.  This  house  is  now  well  fitted  for  its 
present  use,  being  heated  by  steam,  and  having  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  bath-rooms  and  water-closets.  There  is  complete  separation 
of  the  sexes  except  at  meals,  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 
The  inmates  are  thirteen  in  number  ;  six  men  and  seven  women, 
one  of  the  latter  being  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and  matron 
have  served  fourteen  years  in  their  present  positions,  and  now  re- 
ceive a  salary  of 


Cohasset. 

(Visited  April  13,  1897.) 

The  old  building  in  use  by  this  town  as  an  almshouse  is  past  the 
time  when  any  repairs  and  alterations  can  make  it  satisfactory.  It 
is  kept  clean  and  orderly,  and  as  cheerful  as  possible.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  satisfactory  modern  building  will  shortly  be  erected. 
There  is  no  provision  for  any  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane 
from  the  insane. 

There  are  seven  inmates ;  three  men,  three  women,  and  a 
feeble-minded  child.  Four  of  the  adults  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Concord. 

(Visited  May  11,  1897.) 

No  changes  are  noticed  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report. 
It  presents  its  usual  pleasing  appearance,  being  homelike,  cheerful, 
and  attractive.  It  has  steam  heat,  is  properly  supplied  with  bath- 
room and  other  sanitary  appliances,  and  is  under  good  manage- 
ment. There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the 
sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  six  inmates,  of  whom  one  is  insane.  The  warden  and 
matron  have  been  here  thirteen  years,  and  receive  a  salary  of  $480. 


Conway. 
(Visited  April  16,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  unpleasantly  situated,  has  been  improved  by 
some  minor  repairs,  the  house  having  been  shingled,  and  some 
painting  and  papering  done.  Radical  changes  are  needed  to 
make  it  suitable  for  its  purpose.  It  was  found  clean  and  orderly, 
and  the  inmates,  two  men,  one  insane  and  the  other  idiotic, 
receive  satisfactory  care.  The  warden  and  matron  have  a  salary 
of  $300. 
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ClJMMINGTON. 

(Visited  August  26,  1897.) 

The  poor  of  this  town,  two  men  and  two  women,  all  idiotic,  are 
supported  in  private  families.  They  have  comfortable  homes  and 
receive  satisfactory  care. 

D  ALTON. 

(Visited  October  26,  1897.) 

There  being  no  almshouse  in  this  town,  the  poor  are  supported 
in  private  families  or  in  their  own  homes.  One  family,  consisting 
of  a  mother  and  four  children,  one  of  the  latter  idiotic,  receives 
full  support  at  a  weekly  rate  of  $2  per  capita. 

Another  case,  that  of  an  idiotic  man,  receives  good  care  at  the 
hands  of  a  relative,  at  a  cost  of  $3.37  per  week. 

Dana. 

(Visited  April  20, 1897.) 

This  almshouse,  a  large,  old-fashioned  structure,  presents  the 
same  external  appearance  as  previously  reported.  Some  papering 
and  painting  upon  the  interior  have  been  done  during  the  year, 
but  further  improvements  should  be  made  if  the  town  continues  to 
use  the  house  for  the  present  purpose.  The  house  is  kept  in  a 
clean  and  orderly  condition. 

There  is  but  one  inmate,  an  insane  woman,  ninety  years  of  age, 
who  receives  excellent  care.  The  warden  and  matron  are  paid  $275 
a  year  for  their  services. 

Danvers. 

(Visited  October  11,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  poor  are  placed  in  families. 
Two  men,  both  feeble-minded,  were  found  in  different  homes, 
receiving  good  care  and  kind  treatment,  $10  a  month  being  paid 
for  each  of  them. 

Dartmouth. 
(Visited  October  7, 1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  very  good  condition,  clean  and 
orderly.  Since  the  last  report  steam  heat  has  been  put  in,  greatly 
to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  It  would  be  well  if  a  bath-room 
could  also  be  supplied.  The  interior  has  been  improved  by  paint 
and  paper.     The  building  provides  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes. 
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There  are  eleven  inmates,  four  men  and  seven  women.  One  in- 
mate is  insane  and  two  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Dedham. 
(Visited  April  10,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  of  good  modern  construction,  was  found  in 
excellent  condition.  It  has  all  the  modern  appliances,  including 
electric  lights.  It  provides  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  the 
small  number  of  the  mentally  defective  renders  further  separation 
comparatively  unnecessary.    The  management  is  very  satisfactory. 

There  are  fifteen  inmates  ;  nine  men  and  six  women.  One  man 
is  insane,  and  one  woman  a  feeble-minded  epileptic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Deerfield. 

(Visited  April  16,  1897.) 

At  this  almshouse,  which  is  pleasantly  situated,  no  changes  have 
been  made  since  the  last  report.  As  mentioned  then,  some  radical 
alterations  are  needed  in  the  sleeping-rooms  occupied  by  men  in 
the  L.  Repairs  should  also  be  made  upon  the  out-buildings.  The 
cellar  is  too  small,  lacks  ventilation,  and  is  very  damp,  its  condi- 
tion being  a  menace  to  the  good  health  of  the  inmates.  There  is 
no  structural  provision  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  the 
women  occupy  rooms  in  a  separate  part  of  the  house.  The  in- 
mates are  kindly  cared  for.  A  bath-room  with  hot  and  cold 
water  should  be  supplied. 

There  are  four  inmates,  two  men  and  two  women.  Three  are 
insane.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Dennis. 

(Visited  July  26,  1897.) 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  The  buildings  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  and  the  house 
is  well  managed.  The  inmates  appear  to  receive  good  care. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes.  A  bath-room 
is  needed. 

There  are  five  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  feeble-minded.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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DlGHTON. 

(Visited  July  7,  1897.) 

This    almshouse,  which  is  a  story-aud-a-half  wooden   building 

with  a  wing,  presents  a  pleasing  appearance,  and  was  found  in  a 

clean  and  orderly  condition.      The  drainage  has  been  improved. 

and  some  painting  done  upon  the  interior  of  the  house. 

There  are  but  three  inmates  ;  two  men  and  one  woman,  one 
of  the  men  being  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $200  for 
their  services. 

Douglas. 

(Visited  September  24,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  conditions  at  this  almshouse 
except  a  slight  improvement  in  the  management.  There  is  the 
same  need  of  repairs  on  the  building,  of  a  proper  provision  for 
separation  of  the  sexes,  a  bath-room  and  better  heating  apparatus. 
The  whole  attention  of  the  warden  should  be  given  to  the  alms- 
house and  farm. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  feeble-minded,  one 
having  epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

One  feeble-minded  man,  afflicted  with  epilepsy,  is  cared  for  at 
the  house  of  his  mother,  where  he  receives  every  needed  attention 
and  comfort. 

Dracut. 

(Visited  March  11,  1897.) 

No  changes  have  been  made  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  The  building  is  an  old  one  and  in  need  of  repairs.  The 
few  inmates,  however,  receive  good  care,  and  the  place  is  made 
homelike  for  them.  The  farm  is  well  managed  and  very  pro- 
ductive. 

There  are  four  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  $400  for  their  services. 


Dudley. 

(Visited  May  27,  1897.) 

There  have  been  extensive  and  much  needed  repairs  and  im- 
provements at  this  almshouse  during  the  year.  A  wing  contain- 
ing twelve  rooms  has  been  added,  furnace  heat  has  been  provided, 
and  new  furnishings  of  blankets  and  mattresses  and  iron  bedsteads 
are   to   be   supplied.     The   house  was  not   found,  however,  in  a 
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sufficiently  clean  and   orderly  condition,  and   there  is   no  provi- 
sion for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  four  inmates;  two  "men  and  two  women.  Three  of 
the  inmates  are  mentally  unsound.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Duxbury. 
(Visited  October  6,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  which  is  practically  new,  was  found  in  the  same 
condition  as  described  in  the  last  report.  The  arrangement  is 
very  unsatisfactory,  and  involves  much  disorder  and  discomfort  in 
administration.  It  would  be  true  economy  in  the  end  to  make 
some  structural  changes  at  once. 

There  are  five  inmates,  of  whom  two  are  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  show  decided  interest  in  the  place,  but  are  necessarily 
obliged  to  work  at  great  disadvantage.  They  receive  a  salary  of 
$275. 

East  Bridgewater. 
(Visited  December  18,  1896.) 

The  additions  and  changes  mentioned  in  the  last  report  have 
been  completed,  and  this  almshouse  is  now  in  very  satisfactory 
condition.  Provision  has  been  made  for  separation  of  the  sexes, 
and  the  place  is  homelike  and  comfortable,  clean  and  orderly 
throughout. 

There  are  ten  inmates,  including  one  child.  One  woman  is  in- 
sane and  one  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  $425  for 
their  services. 

Eastham. 

(Visited  July  28,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  supports  its  poor  in  private 
families.  The  only  mentally  defective  person  provided  for  in  this 
way  has  a  comfortable  home  and  good  care,  for  which  $3  a  week 
is  paid. 

Easthampton. 

(Visited  August  28,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  which  is  a  wooden  structure  of  two  stories,  was 
found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition  and  in  very  good  repair. 
Some  work  has  been  done  upon  the  interior,  improving  its  condi- 
tion and  appearance,  and  more  might  be  done  to  good  advantage. 
The  inmates  appear  to  have  good  care  and  kind  treatment.     There 


1898.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  125 

is  partial  separation  of  the  sexes  by  night,  but  none  during  the 
day,  and  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates  ;  two  men  and  eleven  women.  Seven 
inmates  are  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$600. 

Easton. 

(Visited  February  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  which  has  a  very  pleasing  appearance,  is  a 
wooden  building  of  two  stories  and  one  wing.  It  is  kept  in  a 
clean  and  orderly  condition,  is  heated  by  steam,  and  has  satisfac- 
tory sanitary  arrangements.  A  more  plentiful  supply  of  furnish- 
ings in  the  sleeping  apartments  is  desirable.  The  place  is  under 
good  management,  and  the  inmates  show  its  effect.  There  is  no 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  eight  inmates  ;  five  men  and  three  women,  four  being 
mentally  defective.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$450. 

Egremont. 
(Visited  October  28,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  one  mentally  defective 
dependent  is  boarded  at  the  rate  of  $13  a  month  in  the  family  of  a 
relative,  where  she  receives  most  excellent  care. 

Enfield. 

(Visited  June  24,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  cares  for  a  feeble-minded, 
epileptic  woman  in  a  private  family,  where  she  receives  excel- 
lent care  at  a  cost  of  $2  per  week  to  the  town. 

Erving. 

(Visited  September  29,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  supports  a  mentally  defec- 
tive woman  in  a  private  family.     She  receives  good  care. 

Essex. 
(Visited  December  9,  1897.) 

With  the  exception  of  a  new  water  boiler  in  the  kitchen,  there 
have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report ; 
and  it  remains  in  a  condition  which  demands  immediate  attention, 
being  sadly  in  need  of  repair,  badly  arranged  for  its  present  purpose, 


126  LUNACY   AND    CHARITY.  [Jan. 

and  lacking  modern  sanitary  appliances.  There  are  a  number  of 
insane  and  idiotic  cases  requiring  great  care  and  attention,  and 
the  urgent  need  of  a  properly  equipped  bath-room  is  beyond  all 
question.  Additional  help  is  soon  to  be  obtained,  and  it  would 
seem  that  with  a  farm  so  well  managed  and  productive  as  this 
(yielding  the  present  year  $1,800  income)  that  a  better  house  might 
be  provided  for  the  wards  of  the  town.  There  is  provision  for 
partial  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  ten  inmates,  six  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Fairhaven. 

(Visited  October  7,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  merit  commendation,  and  was 
found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition  throughout,  with  satis- 
factory heating  and  sanitary  arrangements.  There  is  provision 
for  entire  separation  of  the  sexes  except  at  meals. 

There  are  five  inmates,  all  men,  two  of  whom  are  insane.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Fall  River. 

(Visited  July  8,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  It  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.  The 
large  number  of  inmates  are  made  very  comfortable,  and  have  all 
necessary  care.  There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  ;  none 
of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  seven  inmates,  twenty-seven  of 
whom  are  children.  Twenty-one  of  the  adults  are  insane  or 
idiotic,  two  of  them  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  receives  $650 
and  the  matron  $350  a  year. 

Falmouth. 
(Visited  November  9,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  its  usual  satisfactory  condition,  — 
clean,  orderly,  and  under  good  management.  The  structural 
arrangements  prevent  separation  of  the  sexes  ;  this  defect  should 
be  remedied.  The  chief  need  is  a  suitable  bath-room,  properly 
equipped.  The  farm  is  productive,  and  supplies  the  inmates  with 
a  large  quantity  of  small  fruits. 

There  are  six  inmates,  of  whom  two  are  insane  and  two  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  are  paid  a  salary  of  $375. 
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FlTCHBURG. 
(Visited  June  15,  1897.) 

For  several  years  various  alterations  and  additions  have  been 
made  at  this  almshouse,  until  it  has  reached  a  point  when  it  may 
be  considered  among  the  best  in  the  State.  Under  the  present 
efficient  management  it  is  found  in  a  clean,  orderly  condition,  and 
the  inmates  are  well  cared  for  in  all  departments.  Quite  a  number 
of  quiet  insane  are  found  here,  but  they  are  generally  kept  sepa- 
rate from  the  other  inmates.  There  is  provision  for  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  is  seventy-one  ;  seventy  adults 
and  one  child,  the  latter  soon  to  be  removed.  Twenty-four 
inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  are  paid 
a  salary  of  $950. 

FOXBOROUGH. 
(Visited  March  25,  1897.) 

The  following  report  of  last  year  can  be  repeated  with  added  em- 
phasis ;  the  conditions  described  then  are  much  the  same  to-day. 

"  The  buildings  at  this  place  are  dilapidated  and  unfit  for 
occupancy ;  no  repairs  have  been  made  for  a  long  time,  and 
general  neglect  is  evident.  The  rooms  are  cold  in  winter.  The 
present  house  should  be  abandoned,  and  a  new  one,  adapted  to 
the  uses  of  an  almshouse,  built  at  the  earliest  feasible  time.  The 
sanitation  should  be  improved,  the  cellar  being  damp  and  insuffi- 
ciently drained.  The  water  supply  is  deficient,  the  well  at  the 
house  being  dry,  and  water  carried  from  the  well  at  the  barn.  The 
sexes  are  not  separated,  and  no  provision  is  made  for  separating 
the  sane  from  the  insane." 

There  are  three  inmates,  one  of  whom  is  demented.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 


Framingham. 
(Visited  January  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  under  good  management,  quite  clean 
and  orderly  ;  but  it  lacks  a  good  many  things  which  a  prosperous 
community  ought  to  provide.  There  is  a  bath-tub  in  a  remote 
corner,  but  both  hot  and  cold  water  have  to  be  carried  to  it  in 
pails  whenever  it  is  used.  The  water  supply  should  be  better 
protected  from  contamination,  and  the  use  of  the  well  in  the  barn- 
yard discontinued.  A  larger  and  more  commodious  kitchen  would 
be  an  economical  investment.     There  is  no  provision  for  separa- 
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tion  of   the    sexes,  —  a   matter   which   should   receive  immediate 
attention. 

There  are  fifteen  inmates  ;  eleven  men  and  four  women.  One 
man  is  idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  S500. 

Franklin. 

(Visited  January  19,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  presents  very  much  the  appearance  of  a  year 
ago.     No  particular  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year.     It 
was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.     There  is  imperfect 
separation  of  the  sexes  ;  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  eleven  inmates  ;  seven  men  and  four  women.  Three 
of  the  inmates  are  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and  matron  receive 
a  salary  of  $400. 

Freetown. 

(Visited  July  7,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of  this  almshouse, 
and  it  remains  as  reported  last  year,  —  much  out  of  repair,  incon- 
veniently arranged,  and  unfit  for  almshouse  purposes.  It  is, 
however,  kept  clean  and  orderly,  and  the  inmates  are  made  as 
comfortable  as  possible. 

There  are  five  inmates,  all  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $250. 

Gardner. 
(Visited  October  14,  1897.) 
There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report, 
except  painting  of  the  exterior.  The  whole  place  was  found  in 
good  repair  and  general  good  condition,  and  a  credit  to  the  town. 
Complete  separation  of  the  sexes  is  secured,  but  none  of  the  sane 
from  the  insane. 

There  are  eighteen  inmates,  of  whom  six  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Georgetown. 

(Visited  August  10,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  remains  in  the  condition  previously  reported  ; 
there  have  been  no  outward  changes  or  interior  improvements. 
It  was  found  unclean  and  disorderly.  Additional  help  should  be 
provided.  A  bath-room  should  be  provided,  and  some  structural 
provision  by  which  the  sexes  may  be  separated  if  necessary. 

There  are  six  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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Gloucester. 
(Visited  February  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse,  and  if  it  were  not 
managed  in  a  most  admirable  way,  it  would  be  more  discreditable 
to  the  city  than  it  now  is.  It  is  greatly  over-crowded,  one  bath- 
room being  used  for  a  sleeping-room.  City  water  should  be  intro- 
duced, modern  sanitary  conveniences  added,  and  bath-rooms 
properly  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water.  At  present,  cistern 
water  is  used  for  domestic  purposes ;  drinking  and  cooking 
water  for  the  whole  establishment  is  carried  in  pails  from  a  distant 
well.  The  interior  needs  extensive  repairs.  Separation  of  the 
sexes  is  secured  by  giving  them  rooms  upon  different  floors  ;  there 
is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane,, 

There  are  twenty-eight  inmates,  of  which  number  seven  are 
Insane  and  four  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $550. 

Grafton. 
(Visited  September  8,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  in  most 
respects,  but  rules  for  bathing  should  be  made  and  rigidly  enforced. 
There  is  need  of  new  and  improved  water-closets,  with  an  immediate 
discontinuance  of  the  old  ones,  their  proximity  to  the  house  mak- 
ing them  objectionable  and  a  menace  to  good  health.  There  is 
no  separation  of  the  sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  seventeen  inmates  ;  four  of  them  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

This  town  supports  one  of  its  insane  women  at  Worcester, 
where  she  has  a  comfortable  home  with  her  mother,  at  a  cost  of 
$3.25  per  week. 

Granville. 

(Visited  October  29,  1897.) 

This  town  supports  an  insane  woman  in  a  private  family  in  the 
town  of  Westfield.  The  sum  of  two  dollars  a  week  is  paid  for  her 
support,  and  she  has  a  good  home. 

Great  Barrington. 

(Visited  October  29,  and  November  23,  1897.) 

The  place,  formerly  known,  and  for  many  years  conducted,  as  a 

substitute  almshouse,  has  now  been  given  up,  having  become  unfit 

for  the  purpose  ;  and  as  suggested  by  this  Board,  two  of  the  three 
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inmates  have  been  placed  in  a  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  the  remaining 
one  in  the  family  of  her  friends.  All  the  poor  of  the  town  are  now 
receiving  satisfactory  care. 

Greenfield. 

(Visited  September  29,  1897.) 

The  criticisms  made  of  this  almshouse  last  year  apply  with 
renewed  emphasis  at  the  present  time.  In  the  main  the  almshouse 
is  satisfactory,  but  it  lacks  a  bath-room,  and  should  be  provided 
with  fire  escapes.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes. 

There  are  five  inmates  ;  two  men  and  three  women,  all  the  women 
being  insane,  and  one  man  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

In  an  adjoining  town  one  insane  woman  is  boarded  in  a  private 
family ,  where  she  receives  excellent  care. 

Greenwich. 
(Visited  June  24,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report, 
except  in  the  management.  The  house  is  in  need  of  repairs,  and 
as  at  present  situated,  backing  up  into  a  hill,  is  cheerless,  gloomy 
and  unhealthful.  The  rooms  occupied  by  inmates  rarely  receive 
any  sunshine,  and  are  damp  and  unwholesome.  This  condition 
should  be  remedied,  either  by  moving  the  house  out  from  under 
the  hill,  or  placing  the  inmates  in  some  other  house. 

There  are  but  three  inmates,  all  men.  One  is  a  crippled  idiot. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Groton. 
(Visited  October  22,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  this 
almshouse.  No  repairs  have  been  made,  and  it  continues  to  be 
cheerless  and  dilapidated.  The  interior  is  kept  clean  and  orderly 
under  the  good  management  of  the  matron,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  inmates.  The  practice  of  lodging  the  tramps  with  the  male 
inmates  is  not  to  be  commended.  Separation  of  the  sexes  is 
secured  at  night  by  locking  the  women  in  their  rooms.  Some 
repairs,  the  addition  of  a  bath-room,  and  a  better  appliance  for 
heating,  should  receive  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $550. 
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Groveland. 

(Visited  October  12,  1897.) 

Through  a  liberal  appropriation  made  by  this  town  the  alms- 
house  is  now  being  repaired  and  remodeled  in  a  very  satisfactory 
way.  An  addition  is  going  up,  containing  sleeping-rooms,  a  sit- 
ting-room, and  a  bath-room.  A  new  heating  appliance  will  be 
added,  and  the  water-closets  in  the  old  portion  will  receive  atten- 
tion in  the  near  future.  Structural  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes  will  be  secured  whenever  necessary. 

There  are  but  four  inmates,  all  men,  one  being  feeble-minded. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Hadley. 

(Visited  August  20,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse ;  it  remains  under 
the  same  management,  and  presents  a  neat  and  orderly  appearance. 
The  inmates  have  good  care,  and  are  provided  with  all  necessary 
comforts.  The  sexes  are  not  separated.  There  is  need  of  a  bath- 
room, and  of  a  furnace  in  place  of  the  stoves  now  in  use. 

There  are  five  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  mentally  defective. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  about  $400. 

Hanover. 

(Visited  February  19,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  poorly  arranged  for  the  large  number  of  in- 
mates which  it  contains.  It  is  hoped  that  the  proposition  to  make 
an  addition  will  be  realized,  as  there  is  great  need  of  more  and 
better  sleeping  apartments.  At  the  same  time  a  properly  equipped 
bath-room  and  water-closets  should  be  included  in  the  improve- 
ments.    There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  eleven  inmates  ;  seven  men  and  four  women.  Three 
inmates  are  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$350. 

Hanson. 
(Visited  March  15,  1897.) 

This  old  building,  while  making  a  good  landmark,  is  entirely 
unsuited  for  an  almshouse.  It  has  no  provision  for  separation  of 
the  sexes  or  many  conveniences  for  administration.  It  is  simply 
an  old  farmhouse,  in  very  bad  state  of  repair,  heated  by  stoves, 
and  without  any  facilities  for  bathing.     It  is  hoped  that  either  a 
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modern  building  will  soon  be  erected,  or  this  one  abandoned  and 
the  poor  placed  in  the  almshouse  of  some  other  town. 

There  are  five  inmates  ;   four  men  and  one  woman,  the  latter 
feeble-minded.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $225. 


Hardwick. 
(Visited  June  23,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  It  has  a  good  situation,  is  in  good  repair,  and  under 
efficient  management.  It  lacks  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes,  and  is  in  need  of  a  bath-room  and  some  other  method  of 
heating  than  by  stoves. 

There  are  five  inmates ;  three  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $425. 


Harvard. 

(Visited  October  13,  1897.) 

Since  the  last  report  this  almshouse  has  been  improved  upon  the 
exterior  by  painting,  and  upon  the  interior  by  painting,  papering, 
&c.  Some  new  furniture  and  other  house  furnishings  have  been 
purchased,  and  should  be  put  into  immediate  use.  There  has  been 
a  change  of  management,  resulting  in  a  more  orderly  condition. 
Changes  and  improvements  should  be  continued,  to  include  a  bath- 
room and  new  water-closets,  the  old  ones  being  offensive,  and  a 
menace  to  good  health. 

There  are  four  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  feeble-minded.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 

Harwich. 

(Visited  July  27,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  good  condition,  neat  and  home- 
like. A  new  system  of  drainage  has  been  introduced  since  the 
last  report,  the  interior  of  the  house  painted,  and  the  barn 
shingled.  There  is  partial  separation  of  the  sexes  by  day  and 
complete  separation  at  night ;  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the 
insane. 

There  are  eleven  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $250. 
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Haverhill. 
(Visited  May  24,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  under  the  same  management,  and  is 
found  in  very  good  condition  considering  the  difficult  classes  of 
inmates  which  it  contains.  It  is  now  much  over-crowded,  and, 
as  remarked  in  former  reports,  contains  classes  of  inmates  which 
have  no  proper  place  in  an  almshouse.  All  criminals  should  be 
placed  elsewhere,  and  the  custom  of  making  the  almshouse  serve 
the  purpose  of  a  workhouse  abandoned.  There  is  a  large  number 
of  insane  here,  some  of  whom  would  receive  better  care  at  a  State 
Hospital,  although  the  expense  would  be  slightly  more.  The 
sexes  are  well  separated,  but  the  sane,  insane,  and  criminals 
mingle  indiscriminately. 

There  are  ninety-eight  inmates,  of  whom  twenty-six  are  insane 
or  idiotic ;  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $1,200. 

Hawley. 

(Visited  June  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  and  no  improve- 
ment in  the  general  appearance.  The  L  portion  has  been  con- 
sidered beyond  repair,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  town  will  take 
some  action  regarding  it  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

There  are  but  three  inmates,  who  have  a  comfortable  home  and 
are  well  treated.  There  are  no  insane.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Hingham. 

(Visited  February  10,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  brick  structure,  kept  in  good  repair  and  well 
managed,  and  was  found  clean  and  orderly  throughout.  The 
inmates  receive  all  necessary  care  and  attention.  There  is  pro- 
vision for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  for  the  insane.  The 
chief  defect  is  the  lack  of  a  bath-room,  a  matter  which  is  under 
consideration  by  a  town  committee. 

There  are  ten  inmates  ;  five  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $720. 

Holbrook. 

(Visited  December  7,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  one  idiotic  dependent  is 
boarded  with  his  sister ;  three  dollars  a  week  being  paid  for  his 
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an, 


support.  He  probably  has  fairly  good  care,  but  it  would  appear 
from  his  impoverished  surroundings  that  he  does  not  receive  the 
full  benefit  of  the  amount  paid. 

Holden. 

(Visited  October  14,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  leased  by  an  association  formed  by  Overseers 
of  seven  towns,  —  Holden,  Hubbardston,  Oakham,  Paxton,  Phil- 
lipston,  Rutland,  and  Westminster,  and  is  known  as  the  Holden 
Cooperative  Poor-Farm  Association.  This  agreement  terminates 
April  1,  1898,  and  the  Association  have  under  consideration  a 
renewal  of  the  lease.  If  this  is  done,  it  is  probable  that  a  re-ar- 
rangement of  the  house,  with  some  much  needed  changes  and 
improvements,  will  be  made.  It  should  have  a  well  equipped 
bath-room  in  a  suitable  place,  and  new  and  modern  water-closets 
in  place  of  the  old  ones,  which  are  poorly  located  and  should  be 
removed.  An  unfailing  and  plentiful  water  supply  should  be 
secured,  both  for  purposes  of  health  and  in  case  of  fire  ;  such 
a  supply  would  not  be  difficult  to  obtain.  There  should  also  be 
provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes. 

At  present  there  are  twenty-two  inmates  ;  eight  men  and  four- 
teen women.  Twelve  of  the  inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $575. 

Holliston. 
(Visited  June  3,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  well  named  "The  Holliston  Home."  It  is 
pleasantly  situated  near  the  village,  is  kept  in  good  order  and  neat 
and  clean.  It  has  good  bathing  facilities,  and  is  heated  by  steam. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Holyoke. 
(Visited  October  25,  1897.) 
The  extensions  and  improvements  under  construction  at  the  time 
of  the  last  report  are  not  yet  completed.  When  finished,  there  will 
be  two  hospital  wards,  and  isolation  wards  for  contagious  diseases. 
It  is  the  intention  of  those  in  charge  to  erect  a  satisfactory  build- 
ing, and  one  which  will  give  the  inmates  plenty  of  room,  and  good 
care  and  treatment.  The  diet  furnished  here  is  a  liberal  one,  and 
well  prepared  and  served.     At  present  there  is  complete  separation 
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of  the  sexes  except  at  meals,  and  a  partial  separation  of  the  sane 
and  insane.  In  consequence  of  the  work  of  construction  now  go- 
ing on,  the  house  is  in  an  untidy  and  disorderly  condition. 

There  are  eighty-six  inmates.  Of  this  number  twenty-two  are 
insane,  one  is  idiotic,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  receives 
a  salary  of  $540  and  the  matron  $300. 

HOPKINTON. 

(Visited  January  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  which  is  a  wooden  building  of  two  stories  and 
one  wing,  is  well  situated,  and  surrounded  by  a  productive  farm. 
The  interior  of  the  house  was  found  clean  and  orderly,  but  it  is 
unattractive  and  out  of  repair.  A  properly  equipped  bath-room 
should  be  provided ;  the  old  bath-tub,  now  located  in  the  wash- 
house,  is  used  only  in  summer-time.  The  privy  vaults  are  poorly 
located  and  very  offensive.  There  is  urgent  need  of  a  better  and 
more  commodious  building,  the  present  one  being  over-crowded 
and  ill-adapted  for  its  use.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation 
of  the  sexes. 

There  are  eighteen  inmates  ;  twelve  men  and  six  women.  Four 
of  the  inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Hudson. 

(Visited  May  19, 1897.) 

The  almshouse  in  this  town  was  burned  some  months  ago. 
Plans  for  a  new  house,  upon  modern  lines,  are  being  prepared,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  meantime  the  inmates  are  accom- 
modated in  a  dwelling-house,  which  was  found  clean  and  orderly, 
the  inmates  having  good  care. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  two  being  insane.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Ipswich. 

(Visited  February  5,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  since  the  last 
report.  It  is  clean  and  orderly,  but  interior  repairs  are  needed. 
It  has  a  productive,  well-managed  farm.  There  is  partial  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes  by  day,  and  complete  separation  at  night ;  but 
none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  fourteen  inmates  ;  eight  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 
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Kingston. 
(Visited  October  6,  1897.) 
This  town  lias  no  almshouse,  and  the  one  feeble-minded  depend- 
ent is  boarded  with  relatives,  where  she  has  excellent  care. 

Lancaster. 

(Visited  October  13,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  pleasantly  situated  ;  it  is  a  brick  structure  of 
two  and  a  half  stories  and  a  wing.  It  was  found  in  its  usual  clean 
and  orderly  condition.  The  same  efficient  management  continues, 
which  insures  careful  supervision  of  the  inmates.  The  house  pro- 
vides for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  not  for  separation 
of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  fifteen  inmates  ;  seven  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Lawrence. 
(Visited  May  25  and  November  24,  1897.) 

Two  visits  have  been  made  to  this  almshouse,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  second  one  would  find  the  new  and  extensive  addi- 
tions completed,  but  owing  to  political  differences  little  work  has 
been  done  for  some  months.  The  proposed  changes  are  much 
needed,  and  if  carried  out  will  result  in  furnishing  the  city  with 
an  excellent  building,  capable  of  caring  for  all  the  different  classes 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  receive.  There  will  be  separate  de- 
partments for  sane  and  insane,  sunny  sitting  rooms,  and  in  the 
basement  a  smoking-room  for  men.  The  hospital,  in  a  building 
connected  with  the  main  house  by  a  corridor,  is  completed.  The 
quarters  now  occupied  are  much  over-crowded. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  inmates  ;  of  this  number 
fifty-five  are  insane.  The  warden  receives  a  salary  of  8700  and 
the  matron  $300. 

Lee. 
(Visited  October  27,  1897.) 
There  have  been  a  few  slight  repairs  in  this  almshouse  during 
the  year,  and  a  large  new  tool-house  has  been  built ;  but  much 
more  should  be  done  to  make  it  satisfactory.  The  location  near  a 
cemetery  is  not  desirable.  A  bath-room  conveniently  situated  is 
needed,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water;  the  present  one  hav - 
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ing  only  cold  water,  and  being  remote  and  rarely  used.     There  is 
separation  of  sexes  at  night  and  at  meals. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Leicester. 

(Visited  September  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  commendable  condition,  neat, 
clean  and  orderly.  It  is  under  good  management.  There  is  no 
provision  for  separation  of  sexes. 

There  are  twelve  inmates,  six  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  have  a  salary  of  $400. 

Lenox. 

(Visited  October  27,  1897.) 

The  poor  of  this  town  are  placed  in  private  families.  One 
insane  woman  is  boarded  with  relatives,  where  she  receives  good 
care.     Three  dollars  a  week  is  paid  for  her  support. 

Leominster. 
(Visited  June  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  building  of  two  and  a  half  stories, 
with  a  long  wing.  It  is  very  well  constructed  and  arranged,  and 
was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  evidently  under 
good  management.  It  has  a  modern  heating  apparatus,  and  a 
properly  equipped  bath-room  and  water-closet.  It  provides  for 
separation  of  the  sexes,  but  not  for  separation  of  the  sane  from 
the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $700. 

Lexington. 

(Visited  May  10,  1897.) 

The  intended  improvements  in  this  almshouse  have  been  made, 
and  it  now  has  a  good  bath-room,  which  will  soon  be  in  use.  The 
house  is  very  inconveniently  arranged.  Paint,  paper,  and  white- 
wash are  greatly  needed.  The  inmates  appear  to  be  kindly  treated, 
and  are  made  comfortable.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation 
of  the  sexes. 

There  are  but  four  inmates,  none  of  them  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $550. 
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Littleton. 
(Visited  October  19,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  during  the  past 
year.  It  was  found  in  a  disorderly,  unclean  condition.  The 
drainage  is  still  faulty  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  inmates. 
The  housekeeping  is  inefficient.  The  Overseers  report  an  inten- 
tion "  to  improve  the  condition  of  things  that  appear  to  be 
deficient." 

There  is  but  one  inmate,  an  insane  woman.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $275. 

Lowell. 

(Visited  June  10,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  visited  at  different  times  during  the  year,  has 
always  been  found  in  excellent  condition.  Improvements  and 
renovations  have  been  continued.  The  management  is  very  effi- 
cient and  satisfactory,  but  the  almshouse  is  still  hampered  by  the 
presence  of  criminal  inmates,  sixty-three  being  present  at  the 
time  of  this  visit.  They  are  kept  as  much  as  possible  from  the 
other  inmates,  but  such  a  condition  of  things  is  not  desirable, 
and  some  other  disposition  should  be  made  of  this  class  of  people. 
Separate  departments  are  maintained  for  the  insane,  and  there  is 
complete  separation  of  the  sexes  in  all  departments.  There  are 
twenty- three  employees. 

There  are  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  inmates.  Of  this 
number  one  hundred  and  five  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $2,000. 

Ludlow. 
(Visited  October  22,  1897.) 
This  town  supports  an  insane  man  in  a  private  family  where  he 
has  good  care.     The  sum  of  two  dollars  a  week  is  paid  for  his 
support. 

Lunenburg. 

(Visited  October  13,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  structure  of  two  stories  and  one 
wing,  and  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  It  was  found  in  clean  and 
orderly  condition.  Food  of  excellent  quality  is  furnished  the 
inmates,  who  appeared  to  be  well  cared  for.  There  is  urgent  need 
of  a  properly  equipped  bath-room,  and  some  provision  other  than 
stoves  for  heating. 

There  are  six  inmates,  five  being  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 
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Lynn. 

(Visited  July  6,  1897.) 

This  large  almshouse,  recently  built,  continues  to  give  satisfac- 
tion, although  its  interior  arrangements  are  not  wholly  convenient. 
It  is  expected  that  the  insane  men,  who  occupied  last  year  the  old 
building  upon  the  old  site,  will  be  moved  into  a  new  building  to 
be  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  almshouse.  This  will  prove  a  great 
aid  in  the  administration  of  the  house.  The  whole  place  is  kept  in 
a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  is  under  excellent  management. 
There  is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  of  the 
sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  ten  inmates,  and  of  this  number 
twenty-six  are  insane  or  idiotic,  and  three  have  epilepsy.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  Si, 200. 


Malden. 

(Visited  March  16  and  December  9,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  maintain  a  high  standard.  It  has 
been  recently  built.  A  new  wing,  devoted  to  the  care  of  men, 
is  well  arranged  and  very  satisfactory,  provision  being  made  in 
it  for  a  probable  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates.  The  insti- 
tution, as  it  now  stands,  is  an  excellent  and  well  equipped  alms- 
house, heated  by  steam,  lighted  by  electricity,  supplied  with  city 
water,  and  with  all  necessary  conveniences.  There  is  provision 
for  complete  separation  of  sexes,  but  none  for  the  insane,  as  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  Overseers  to  retain  this  class  of  inmates. 

There  are  twenty-seven  inmates ;  fifteen  men,  twelve  women. 
One  of  each  sex  is  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $700. 

Manchester. 
(Visited  January  20,  1897.) 

This  old  almshouse,  originally  built  for  a  dwelling,  is  kept  in  a 
good  state  of  repair,  and  is  under  excellent  management,  being 
found  clean  and  orderly  throughout.  A  bath-room  would  be  a 
desirable  addition.  The  inmates  are  made  very  comfortable  in 
all  respects. 

There  are  six  inmates,  none  of  them  insane.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $275. 
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Mansfield. 

(Visited  January  14,  1897.) 

There  has  been  but  little  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the 
year.  It  is  in  a  poor  state  of  repair,  but  was  found  as  clean  and 
orderly  as  possible  under  the  circumstances.  A  bath-room  is 
needed,  and  some  other  method  of  heating  is  desirable.  There  is 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  at  night.  A  decided  im- 
provement has  been  made  by  the  removal  of  the  tramp  quarters 
from  the  house  to  a  detached  building,  where  a  large  number  of 
vagrants  (8,841  this  year)  find  lodging. 

There  are  six  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Marblehead. 

(Visited  March  23,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  well  situated,  built  of  stone,  three  stories  in 
height,  with  a  detached  building  for  the  care  of  the  insane.  The 
houses  were  found  in  clean  and  orderly  condition,  a  considerable 
amount  of  repairing  and  many  improvements  having  been  made, 
including  two  new  bath-rooms  and  water-closets  in  the  detached 
building.  The  management  is  good,  and  the  intention  of  the 
Overseers  is  to  make  the  place  a  credit  to  the  town.  There  is 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  and  of  the  sane  from  the 
insane  ;  the  men  and  women  of  the  latter  class  occupying  different 
floors  of  the  detached  building.  There  is  need  of  better  means  of 
exit  from  this  department  in  case  of  fire. 

There  are  twenty-three  inmates,  seven  being  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Marion. 
(Visited  October  9,  and  December  17,  1897.) 

This  town  cares  for  two  mentally  deficient  poor  in  private  fami- 
lies, one  of  them  boarding  with  relatives  ;  both  have  good  care. 
$4  a  week  is  paid  for  the  support  of  one  ;  $4.08  for  the  other. 

Marlborough. 

(Visited  April  30,  1897.) 

The  criticisms  upon  this  almshouse  in  the  last  report  apply 
equally  well  at  the  present  time.  The  house  is  over-crowded,  and 
ill-adapted  for  its  purpose,  and  a  new  building  is  greatly  needed. 
Owing  to  lack  of  exits  from  the  attic,  there  would  undoubtedly  be 
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great  loss  of  life  in  case  of  fire,  many  inmates  being  old  and 
infirm.  Some  minor  repairs  have  been  made  in  the  kitchen  and 
cellars.  There  is  provision  fat  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none 
for  the  insane. 

There  are  thirty  inmates.  Of  this  number  twelve  are  insane  or 
idiotic,  one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $750. 

Marshfield. 

(Visited  October  5,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  although  built  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago, 
furnishes  a  good  home  for  its  few  inmates.  It  lacks  the  conven- 
iences of  modern  houses,  and  a  bath-room  would  be  a  desirable 
addition.  The  house  was  found  exceptionally  clean  and  orderly 
throughout. 

There  are  but  five  inmates,  one  being  feeble-minded  and  one 
having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$300. 

Mattapoisett. 

(Visited  October  8,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  not  found  in  very  good  condition,  the  part 
devoted  to  inmates  being  disorderly  and  lacking  in  cleanliness. 
This  portion  is  very  unsatisfactory  in  arrangement.  The  rooms 
are  cold,  and  a  furnace  should  be  substituted  for  the  stoves  now 
in  use  ;  there  is  also  need  of  a  bath-room.  Th&  custom  of  lodging 
tramps  in  the  main  building  and  sometimes  in  the  bedrooms  is  a 
bad  one,  and  some  place  should  be  found  for  them  entirely 
separate  from  the  almshouse.  There  is  no  provision  for  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes. 

There  are  five  inmates  ;  two  are  feeble-minded.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 


Matnaed. 

(Visited  June  4,  1897.) 

A  decided  improvement  has  been  made  in  this  almshouse  by  the 
occupation  of  the  whole  building.  Great  credit  is  due  the  matron 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  interior  has  been  improved.  There  is 
need  of  a  bath-room  and  a  more  satisfactory  method  of  heating. 
There  is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  at  present  six  inmates  ;  one  man  is  idiotic.  The  war- 
den and  matron  receive  $350  salary. 
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Medfield. 
(Visited  May  4,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  the  in- 
mates apparently  receiving  good  care.  No  changes  have  been 
made  since  the  last  report.  There  is  still  need  of  a  bath-room. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  but  three  inmates,  one  woman  being  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $425. 

Medford. 

(Visited  April  8,  18970 

Quite  extensive  and  important  repairs  and  additions  have  been 
made  in  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report,  its  capacity  being 
greatly  increased^  and  modern  sanitary  appliances  introduced. 
Provision  is  made  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  a  good  hospital 
room  is  provided,  and  rooms  for  isolation  in  case  of  contagious 
diseases.  The  place  is  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  the 
management  is  good. 

There  are  fifteen  inmates,  only  one  being  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $700. 

Med  way. 

(Visited  June  7,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  ill  arranged,  and  not  adapted  to  its  present 
use.  Considering  this,  the  management  is  very  good.  There  is 
great  need  of  a  bath-room  and  water-closets  of  an  improved  modern 
style.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  a  matter 
which  should  receive  immediate  attention. 

There  are  sixteen  inmates,  six  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Merrimac. 

(Visited  November  24,  1897.) 

Two  dependents  of  this  town  are  supported  in  private  families* 
One,  a  feeble-minded  man,  blind  and  deaf,  at  one  time  an  inmate 
of  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  is  boarded  with  relatives, 
at  a  cost  of  $3  per  week ;  the  other,  an  insane  woman,  formerly  an 
inmate  of  a  State  Hospital,  with  relatives  in  Lawrence,  at  $2  per 
week.     Both  have  good  care, 
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Methuen. 

(Visited  February  18,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  kept  in  good  repair  and  is  very  well  managed. 
Its  condition  would  be  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  bath- 
room and  a  different  method  of  heating,  the  rooms  occupied  by 
infirm  inmates  being  especially  cold  in  winter.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  one  woman  being  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  have  a  salary  of  $450. 


MlDDLEBOROUGH. 

(Visited  September  16,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  be  well  managed,  and  during  the 
year  has  been  improved  by  paint  and  the  addition  of  two  new 
water-closets.  An  additional  bath-room  should  be  supplied,  one 
not  being  enough  for  so  large  a  number  of  people.  The  house 
was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition  throughout.  The 
inmates  show  the  effect  of  good  care.  There  is  provision  for 
complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  except  at  meals. 

There  are  eighteen  inmates,  ten  being  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 


Milford. 
(Visited  June  8,  1897.) 

While  the  management  of  this  almshouse  is  on  the  whole  very 
good,  and  it  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  the 
same  conditions  of  overcrowding  and  danger  to  inmates  from  fire 
exist  as  reported  last  year.  Some  better  provision  should  be 
made  for  a  kitchen,  the  one  in  use  at  present  being  entirely  too 
small  for  satisfactory  and  economical  work.  Water-closets  are 
being  put  in  on  the  second  and  third  floors.  An  additional  bath- 
room should  be  provided,  and  such  structural  provision  should  be 
made  as  will  effectually  prevent  a  repetition  of  any  further  cause 
for  scandal. 

There  are  thirty-two  inmates  ;  eighteen  men,  fourteen  women ; 
one  of  each  sex  insane.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $600, 
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MlLLBURY. 

(Visited  September  8,  1897.) 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  this  almshouse  since  the  last  report 
excepting  a  little  whitewashing  of  the  interior.  The  place  is  kept 
as  clean  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  The 
building  is  old  and  ill-adapted  for  its  present  purpose,  and  only 
sufficient  money  is  expended  upon  it  to  render  it  barely  habitable. 
There  is  great  lack  of  proper  conveniences,  and  no  provision  for 
separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  of  whom  one  woman  is  insane.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

MlLLIS. 

(Visited  May  4,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  poor  are  placed  in  private 
families.  One  insane  woman  has  a  good  home  and  is  well  cared 
for,  three  dollars  a  week  being  paid  for  her  support. 

Milton. 

(Visited  May  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  its  usual  good  condition,  the 
inmates  receiving  satisfactory  care.  The  men  occupy  a  separate 
building,  but  the  sane  and  insane  are  not  separated.  A  better 
water  supply  is  needed. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  three  being  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

MoNSON. 
(Visited  October  21,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  improve,  and  was  found  in  excellent 
order  and  condition.  Paint  and  whitewash  have  been  generously 
applied  upon  the  interior,  and  some  repairs  to  the  out-buildings 
have  been  made.  The  warden  and  matron  show  a  commendable 
spirit  of  progress.  There  is  urgent  need  of  a  bath-room  and  a 
modern  water-closet.  There  is  but  a  partial  separation  of  the 
sexes  by  night,  a  matter  which  should  receive  immediate  attention. 

There  are  sixteen  inmates,  eight  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $600. 
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Montague. 

(Visited  September  28,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  presents  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  formerly.  A  good  deal  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  repairs, 
and  painting,  papering,  and  whitewashing ;  and  some  new  fixtures 
have  been  added.  New  floors  have  been  laid,  and  many  repairs 
made  on  the  out-buildings.  A  bath-room  is  needed,  and  other 
methods  of  heating  would  be  safer  and  more  convenient.  There 
is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  ten  inmates,  of  whom  three  are  insane  or  idiotic,  one 
of  these  being  also  epileptic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $350. 

Nantucket. 

(Visited  August  26,  1897.) 

As  usual,  this  almshouse  was  found  in  good  condition,  scrupu- 
lously clean  throughout,  and  in  excellent  order.  The  management 
of  the  almshouse  and  of  the  outside  poor  is  very  creditable  to 
the  town.  Although  the  house  lacks  some  modern  appliances, 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  added  in  the  near  future,  the  inmates 
are  made  very  comfortable  and  receive  good  care.  There  is  pro- 
vision for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  for  the  insane. 

There  are  twenty-seven  inmates.  Eleven  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
three  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $300. 

Natick. 
(Visited  February  24,  May  14,  and  December  10,  1897.) 

During  the  year  a  new  almshouse  has  been  completed  and  occu- 
pied, at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  The  situation  is  good,  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  house  in  the  main  very  satisfactory.  The 
arrangement  for  heating,  whereby  one  radiator  warms  two  rooms, 
is  very  objectionable  and  should  be  remedied.  The  house  has 
been  newly  furnished,  and  all  the  old  furniture  that  was  not 
capable  of  disinfection  and  cleansing  has  been  destroyed.  Safe- 
guards for  use  in  case  of  fire  are  provided  in  the  way  of  standpipes 
and  fire  escapes.  The  house  presents  an  orderly  appearance,  is 
evidently  under  good  management,  and  the  inmates  receive  excel- 
lent care.  The  town  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  upon  its 
successful  efforts  in  the  erection  and  completion  of  this  new  build- 
ing. There  is  structural  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes, 
each  occupying  a  separate  wing,  but  there  is  no  arrangement  for 
the  separation  of  the  insane. 
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There  are  twenty-four  inmates  ;  seventeen  men,  seven  women. 
One  woman  is  insane  and  one  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

New  Bedford. 
(Visited  September  4,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  with  its  fine  situation,  presents  a  very  pleasing 
appearance  upon  the  exterior,  but,  as  noted  in  previous  reports,  is 
greatly  in  need  of  inside  re-arrangement  and  improvement.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  extensive  alterations  are  to  be  commenced 
immediately,  including  interior  improvements,  the  addition  of  a 
large  hospital  and  administration  building,  the  introduction  of  city 
water,  electric  lights,  and  direct  communication  with  the  city  sewer. 
When  this  work  is  completed,  the  city  will  have  a  creditable  insti- 
tution. There  is  provision  for  separating  the  sexes,  but  none  for 
the  insane. 

There  are  ninety-two  inmates,  of  whom  twenty-five  are  insane 
or  idiotic.  The  warden  receives  a  salary  of  $850,  and  the  matron 
$100. 

Newbury. 

(Visited  August  10,  1897.) 

This  town  maintains  no  almshouse,  but  places  its  poor  in  private 
families.  While  it  would  appear  that  the  town  pays  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  for  reasonably  good  care,  the  results  are  not  satis- 
factory, and,  as  previously  reported,  the  homes  are  in  a  disorderly 
and  dirty  condition. 

Newburyport. 

(Visited  April  14,  1897») 

This  almshouse  continues  to  be  creditable  to  the  town,  being 
under  efficient  management  and  always  presenting  a  commendable 
appearance.  It  is  well  supplied  with  proper  sanitary  appliances, 
is  heated  by  steam  and  well  ventilated.  There  is  provision  for 
complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  for  the  insane. 

There  are  forty-six  inmates.  Nine  are  insane  or  idiotic,  three 
having  epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $720. 

New  Marlborough. 

(Visited  October  26,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  supports  one  feeble-minded 
woman  in  the  town  of  Sandisfield.  She  has  a  comfortable  home 
and  good  care,  $2.25  per  week  being  paid  for  her  support. 


1898.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.    .  147 

New  Salem. 
(Visited  September  27,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  remains  without  modern  conveniences,  but  other- 
wise is  in  fairly  good  condition.  Although  there  is  at  present  but 
one  inmate,  the  custom  of  lodging  tramps  in  the  house  is  very 
objectionable  and  some  other  place  should  be  provided  for  them 
apart  from  the  main  building. 

The  one  inmate  is  a  woman  eighty-eight  years  old.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $260. 

Newton. 
(Visited  June  15  1897.) 

While  this  almshouse  was  found  in  good  condition  and  under 
good  management,  it  is  lacking  in  bathing  facilities  and  water- 
closets.  Some  slight  improvements  and  minor  repairs  have  been 
made  since  the  last  report.  There  is  partial  separation  of  the 
sexes  during  the  day,  and  complete  separation  at  night,  but  none 
of  the  sane  from  the  insane .  There  is  a  productive  farm  which 
yielded  an  income  last  year  of  $1,700. 

There  are  sixteen  inmates,  of  whom  six  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $800. 

North  Adams. 
(Visited  October  9,  1897.) 

The  general  condition  of  this  almshouse,  although  it  is  com- 
paratively new  and  quite  well  arranged,  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
Throughout  it  shows  evidence  of  mismanagement  and  a  lack  of 
executive  ability.  There  is  a  want  of  cleanliness  and  good  order, 
and  although  the  house  has  been  occupied  but  a  few  years,  there 
is  an  abundance  of  vermin  brought  in  from  the  old  building  upon 
the  bedsteads  and  bedding,  which  were  retained  through  unwise 
economy.  There  is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes, 
but  this  has  been  made  useless  by  leaving  the  attic  doors  open,  so 
that  the  inmates  go  from  one  part  of  the  house  to  another. 

There  are  twenty-three  inmates,  three  being  insane.  The  war- 
den and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $750. 

Northampton, 

(Visited  August  24,  1897.) 

No  special  change  has  been  made  in  this  almshouse  during  the 
year.  It  is  still  conducted  upon  the  old  plan,  which  is  that  the 
warden  receives  $2.25  each  per  week  for  inmates  resident  in  North- 
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ampton,  and  $2.50  for  boarders  from  other  towns.  Out  of  the 
money  thus  received,  the  warden  and  matron  are  remunerated  for 
their  services.  Such  a  method  is  not  commendable.  While  there 
is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  the  present  incumbents,  the  precedent 
is  a  bad  one  to  establish.  There  is  provision  for  complete  separa- 
tion of  sexes,  the  men  and  women  occupying  opposite  wings,  but 
there  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 
There  are  twenty-eight  inmates,  seventeen  being  insane  or  idiotic. 

North  Andover. 
(Visited  January  18,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  its  usual  excellent  condition,  — 
homelike  and  attractive.  It  has  a  productive  and  well  managed 
farm,  which  yielded  an  income  last  year  of  $2,613.88.  There  is 
provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  but  three  inmates,  two  being  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

North  Attleborough. 

(Visited  February  1,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  well  conducted,  and  was  found  in  good  order 
and  condition.  The  proposed  hospital  building  has  not  been 
erected.  There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none 
for  separation  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  twelve  inmates,  four  being  feeble-minded.  The  war- 
den and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $550. 

Northborough. 
(Visited  May  21,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 
It  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.  There  being  but 
two  inmates,  it  would  seem  advisable  to  give  them  separate  rooms. 

The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $365. 

Northbridge. 
(Visited  September  23,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition  through- 
out, and  clearly  shows  good  management.  A  bath-tub  properly 
equipped,  and  a  hot  water  supply  for  this  and  other  purposes,  would 
be  great  improvements.  Although  at  the  present  time  there  may 
be  inmates  capable  of  carrying  hot  water  sufficient  for  baths,  yet 
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it  would    seem  that  this   muscular  energy  might  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage in  other  ways. 

There  are  five  inmates,  all  men.  The  warden  and  matron  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  $300. 

North  Brookfield. 
(Visited  October  5,  1897.) 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  a  new  almshouse  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a  short  time.  At 
present  the  inmates  are  occupying  a  temporary  home,  where  they 
are  made  fairly  comfortable,  although  the  house  is  very  much 
overcrowded.  The  farm  continues  productive,  and  is  under  good 
management. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.  One  of  the  insane  is  an  old  soldier,  who  pays  for  his  board. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

This  town  supports  an  insane  woman  in  a  private  family  in 
Westfield,  where  she  has  a  comfortable  home  and  receives  good 
care,  $2.50  per  week  being  paid  for  her  support. 

NORTHFIELD. 

(Visited  September  28,  1897.) 

The   poor  of  this   town  are  placed  in   private    families.     One 

idiotic  man,  for  whom  $1.50  a  week  is  paid,  earns  a  small  sum  of 

money  by  sawing  wood  and  doing  other  light  work.     His  home  is 

not  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

North  Reading. 
(Visited  January  22,  1897.) 
There  has  been  no  change  in  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 
It  is  in  need  of  repair,  lacks  modern  conveniences,  and  is  unat- 
tractive.    The    condition   of   the   house    is   as   good  as  could  be 
expected  under  the  circumstances. 

There  are  three  inmates,  one  being  insane  and  one  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Norton. 

(Visited  January  14,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  good  condition  and  well  conducted. 
A  new  and  satisfactory  water  supply  has  been  added  during  the 
year.  There  is  need  of  a  bath-room  properly  equipped.  There  is 
provision  for  partial  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  four  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  mentally  deficient. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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NORWELL. 
(Visited  October  5,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  building  of  two  and  a  half  stories, 
of  good  appearance  and  in  excellent  condition.  Nearly  all  the 
rooms  have  been  painted  and  whitewashed,  new  floors  laid,  and 
other  minor  repairs  made,  giving  the  interior  a  very  creditable 
appearance.  The  place  is  now  under  very  satisfactory  manage- 
ment.    There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  five  inmates  ;  one  of  whom  is  insane  and  two  are 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Oakham. 

This  town  supports  an  insane  woman  in  a  private  family  in  New 
Braintree,  where  she  is  supposed  to  work  for  her  board.  Her 
services  being  of  a  very  indifferent  character,  an  immediate  change 
will  be  necessary  unless  something  is  paid  for  her  care. 

Orange. 

(Visited  November  29,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  in  this  almshouse,  which,  although  in 
an  isolated,  undesirable  situation,  provides  well  for  its  inmates. 
It  is  well  conducted  and  kept  in  clean  and  orderly  condition.  A 
bath-room  with  hot  and  cold  water  should  be  provided. 

There  are  five  inmates,  of  whom  two  are  insane  and  one  is  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Oxford. 

(Visited  May  26  and  September  24,  1897.) 

The  almshouse  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition. 
Paint  and  paper  have  been  used  upon  the  interior  with  good 
effect,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  improved  ;  a  bath-room  is  to  be 
put  in  very  soon.  There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes 
at  night,  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  ten  inmates,  of  whom  five  are  feeble-minded.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

An  insane  woman  belonging  to  this  town  is  placed  in  a  private 
family  in  New  Braintree,  where  she  receives  good  care.  The  sum 
of  $2  a  week  is  paid  for  her  support. 
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Palmer. 

(Visited  October  21,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  this  almshouse  daring  the  year. 
The  interior  is  poorly  arranged  and  difficult  of  administration.  A 
bath-tub  should  be  re-located.  Additional  and  reliable  help  should 
be  furnished.  There  is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the 
sexes.  The  condition  of  the  out-buildings  in  the  care  of  the  men 
is  highly  creditable  to  them,  and  much  interest  is  taken  by  the 
inmates  in  their  work. 

There  are  twenty-five  inmates,  of  whom  eight  are  insane  or 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Peabody. 

(Visited  February  2,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  which  is  among  the  best  in  the  State,  was 
found  in  its  usual  excellent  condition,  —  clean  and  orderly  through- 
out, and  the  inmates  receiving  excellent  care.  There  is  a  large 
and  very  productive  farm,  which  yielded  an  income  of  $3,400  the 
past  year.  There  is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the 
sexes,  but  none  of  the  sane  from  the  insane.  There  are  four 
persons  boarded  here  belonging  to  other  towns. 

There  are  thirty  inmates,  eight  being  insane  or  idiotic,  and 
one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $600. 

Pembroke. 

(Visited  March  15,  1897.) 

There  hae  been  no  special  change  at  this  almshouse  daring  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  some  painting  and  whitewashing. 
The  house  is  fairly  neat  and  clean,  but  a  higher  standard  of  care 
and  management  is  desirable.  The  introduction  of  bathing 
facilities,  and  compulsion  in  their  use,  are  greatly  needed.  There 
is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  at  night. 

There  are  six  inmates,  one  being  insane  and  two  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 

Pepperell. 

(Visited  June  2,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  very  good  condition  under  new 

and  satisfactory  management.     The  bath-room  has  been  supplied 

with  hot  and  cold  water.     The  small  farm  is  well  managed  and 
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productive.  There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  at 
night.  Tramps  are  still  lodged  in  the  attic,  a  practice  which 
should  be  abandoned  at  once,  and  provision  made  for  them  sepa- 
rate from  the  almshouse  proper. 

There  are  four  inmates.  One  is  insane  and  one  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 

Petersham. 
(Visited  April  20,  1897.) 
This  almshouse,  which  is  an  ordinary  dwelling  house,   poorly 
arranged,  remains  in  its  usual  condition,  with  the  exception  of 
some  painting  and  papering  upon  the  interior.     The  inmates  ap- 
pear to  have  good  care. 

There  are  two  inmates,  both  men  and  both  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  have  a  salary  of  $400. 

PlTTSFIELD. 
(Visited  October  25,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  has  a  pleasant  situation  and  in  the  main  is  well 
arranged.  There  is  a  separate  building  for  the  insane,  who  have 
good  care.  The  house  presents  a  generally  improved  appearance 
over  that  of  last  year.  The  discipline  and  order  are  good.  There 
is  provision  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes.  A  new  barn  is 
completed,  and  the  whole  plant  is  now  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

There  are  fifty-one  inmates,  twenty-three  being  insane  or  idiotic, 
and  three  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $650. 

One  idiotic  woman  is  supported  by  this  town  in  a  private  family 
in  Dalton,  where  she  has  a  good  home  and  good  care. 

Plymouth. 
(Visited  April  13,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  continues  under  satisfactory  management.     It 
presents  a  good  appearance  and  the  inmates  receive  satisfactory 
care.     Some  re-arrangement  of  the  administrative  departments  has 
been  made.     There  is  provision  for  complete   separation  of  the 
sexes,  but  at  present  the  sane  are  not  kept  apart  from  the  insane. 
There  are  eleven  inmates,  two  being  idiotic,  and  one  having 
epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Provincetown. 

(Visited  July  29 ,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  presented  its  usual  commendable  condition, — 

neat,  clean  and  orderly  throughout.     Some  papering  and  painting 

have  been  done,  and  some  whitening  of  the  walls.     There  is  need 
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of  a  bath-room,  which  could  be  added  at  a  small  expense.     There 
is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates,  three  being  idiotic  and  one  having  epi- 
lepsy.    The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $260. 

Quincy. 

(Visited  December  18,  1897.) 

The  almshouse  in  this  city  is  a  wooden  structure  of  three  stories 
and  one  wing.  It  was  not  found  in  that  thoroughly  clean  and 
orderly  condition  which  should  be  maintained  in  a  building  of  this 
kind.  The  house  is  heated  by  steam  and  provided  with  fire  escapes. 
The  inmates  have  kind  treatment,  and  are  well  provided  for,  with 
good  food  and  clothing.  There  is  no  structural  provision  for  the 
separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  seventeen  inmates,  of  whom  three  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Randolph. 
(Visited  December  8,  1897.) 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  at  this  almshouse  during 
the  year,  but  there  is  still  a  lack  of  good  order  and  cleanliness, 
evidently  owing  to  insufficient  help.  A  competent  and  reliable  as- 
sistant should  be  secured  at  once,  and  the  house  put  in  order  to 
receive  and  use  the  new  fittings  and  furnishings  which  have  been 
supplied.  The  water-closets  adjacent  to  the  women's  corridor 
should  be  removed  at  once  ;  their  location  is  bad  and  their  con- 
dition worse.  The  ventilation  of  some  portions  of  the  house  should 
also  receive  immediate  attention.  There  is  provision  for  partial 
separation  of  the  sexes  by  night. 

There  are  twelve  inmates,  of  whom  six  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Raynham. 

(Visited;  November  18,  1897.) 
This  town  maintains  no  almshouse,   and  supports  two  idiotic 
and  epileptic  wards  in  private  families,  at  a  cost  of  about  $3.00 
per  week  each.     They  have  good  homes  and  are  well  cared  for. 

Reading. 

(Visited  January  22,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  is  kept  in  a  very  creditable  condition.     It  was 
found  clean  and  orderly,  and  under  good  management.     Another 
bath-tub  has  recently  been  added  for  the  use  of  the  men.     The 
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house  has  steam  heat.     There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates  of  whom  three  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  have  a  salary  of  8500. 

Rehoboth. 

(Visited  July  23,  1897.) 

Some  improvements  have  been  made  in  this  almshouse  during 
the  year.  The  drainage  has  been  improved,  and  under  new  man- 
agement the  house  presents  a  better  condition.  A  bath-room  is 
needed.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but 
this  might  be  easily  secured  by  a  different  arrangement  of  rooms, 
and  is  a  matter  which  should  receive  attention. 

There  are  six  inmates,  one  being  insane  and  one  idiotic. 
Warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Rochester. 
(Visited  October  8,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  old,  and  in  need  of  repairs  and  some  improve- 
ments and  modern  conveniences.  These  defects  will  be  remedied 
in  the  near  future  if  the  town  continues  to  maintain  an  almshouse. 
The  present  building  was  found  clean  and  orderly,  and  with  a  gen- 
eral appearance  of  comfort.     The  inmates  receive  good  care. 

There  are  five  inmates,  four  being  mentally  defective.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $240. 

Rockland. 

(Visited  February  19,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  excepting  the 
introduction  of  hot  water  for  the  bath-room  ;  the  use  of  this  room 
should  be  made  compulsory.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  town 
voted  in  opposition  to  the  greatly  needed  enlargement  of  the  pres- 
ent building,  which  is  now  in  a  much  overcrowded  condition. 
The  house  is  heated  by  steam,  and  is  kept  clean  and  orderly.  It 
lacks  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates,  of  whom  one  man  is  insane  and  one 
is  idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Rockport. 

(Visited  February  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse,  either  in  the  house 
itself  or  the  inmates.     There   is  need  of  a  permanent  bath-tub 
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properly  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water.  The  only  time  there  is 
complete  separation  of  the  sexes  is  during  meals  ;  this  is  a  matter 
which  should  receive  attention. 

There  are  seven  inmates.  Five  are  insane  or  feeble-minded. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Rowley. 

(Visited  October  19,  1897.) 

There  is  no  almshouse  in  this  town,  and  the  poor  are  boarded  in 
families.  Among  them  are  two  insane  women  who  are  provided 
with  comfortable  homes,  where  they  receive  good  care  and  atten- 
tion at  a  cost  of  $3.00  each  per  week. 

Salem. 
(Visited  June  11,  1897.) 

Early  in  March  a  complete  change  in  the  system  of  administra- 
tion at  this  almshouse  went  into  effect.  There  is  now  a  resident 
matron,  a  graduate  of  a  training  school  for  nurses,  with  experience 
in  institutional  work,  who  has  under  her  direct  charge  four  nurses, 
one  of  whom  must  be  a  graduate  of  a  training  school.  Two 
nurses  are  on  duty  among  the  insane,  and  two  among  the  other 
inmates,  while  two  male  attendants  with  hospital  experience  have 
charge  of  the  insane  men.  All  inmates  now  have  competent 
supervision  and  the  benefit  of  trained  care  when  sick.  Quite  a 
number  of  important  structural  changes  and  additions  have  been 
made,  including  eight  new  water-closets  and  several  bath-tubs, 
also  painting,  whitewashing  and  other  renovations.  The  whole 
place  gives  evidence  of  good  management.  There  is  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes,  and  a  portion  of  the  almshouse  is  set  apart 
for  the  insane,  one  floor  being  devoted  to  each  sex. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  seventeen  inmates,  fifty-three  being 
insane.  The  warden  receives  a  salary  of  $550,  and  the  matron 
$450. 

Sandwich. 
(Visited  November  16,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  old,  poorly  arranged,  and  quite  inadequate  to 
its  present  use.  Complete  separation  of  the  sexes  is  provided  by 
night,  but  none  during  the  day,  nor  is  there  any  of  the  sane  from 
the  insane.  The  house  is  kept  as  clean  and  orderly  as  possible 
under  the  present  conditions,  and  the  management  has  improved. 
As  mentioned  last  year,  owing  to  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
building,  its   occupation   is   hazardous,  owing   to   the   inevitable 
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daDger  to  life  in  case  of  fire.  A  new  and  properly  arranged 
almshouse  should  be  built,  and  the  present  one  destroyed,  as  any 
remodelling  or  repairing  would  exceed  the  cost  of  a  new  one. 
The  town  of  Bourne  also  uses  this  almshouse. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates,  all  but  two  being  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $425. 

Saugtjs. 
(Visited  February  2,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  alms- 
house. The  exterior  presents  a  very  good  appearance,  but  within 
it  is  ill-arranged,  dirty  and  disorderly  throughout.  The  attic,  used 
by  men  as  a  sleeping  apartment,  is  poorly  lighted,  and  has  little 
ventilation.  A  narrow,  winding  and  rickety  stairway  leads  to  these 
rooms  ;  in  case  of  fire,  the  persons  occupying  them  would  be  in 
great  danger.  The  bath-tub  is  supplied  with  cold  water  only, 
which  is  pumped  into  it,  and  it  is  not  used  at  all  daring  the  winter. 
The  whole  place  reflects  discredit  upon  the  town.  There  is  no 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  of  whom  two  are  insane,  one  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Savoy. 
(Visited  October  9,  1897.) 

This  town,  having  no  almshouse,  places  its  poor  in  private 
families.  At  present  there  is  but  one  idiotic  woman,  who  has  a 
comfortable  home.  She  was  formerly  cared  for  by  her  mother, 
who  has  recently  died.  The  case  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  provide 
for,  and  it  is  proposed  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  have  her 
committed  to  a  lunatic  hospital  at  an  early  date.  $250  a  year  was 
paid  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  the  mother  and  daughter. 

Seekonk. 
(Visited  July  23,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  continues  to  be  well  managed,  and  was  found 
in  clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  Some  minor  repairs,  such  as 
papering  and  painting,  have  been  made  during  the  year.  There 
is  need  of  a  bath-room  and  a  different  method  of  heating.  There 
is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates,  two  being  idiotic.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 
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Sharon. 

(Visited  March  17,  1897.) 

Ail  ordinary  dwelling  is  used  for  an  almshouse,  and  affords  a 
good  home  for  the  few  inmates.  It  was  found  in  a  clean  and 
orderly  condition,  but  lacking  in  some  of  the  appliances  which 
would  facilitate  work  and  give  additional  comfort.  A  bath-room 
with  hot  and  cold  water  should  be  supplied. 

There  are  four  inmates,  none  being  insane.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Sheffield. 
(Visited  October  28  and  November  23,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  but  has  provided  for  a  portion  of 
its  poor  in  a  dwelling,  regarded  as  a  substitute.  Ten  dollars  per 
capita  per  month  has  been  paid  for  the  support  of  such  persons  as 
are  sent  to  this  place.  Many  complaints  have  been  made  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  concerning  the  treatment  given  these 
paupers,  which  were  promptly  investigated  and  the  persons  in 
question  have  been  removed  to  other  and  better  places. 

Shelburne. 

(Visited  October  8,  1897.) 

This  town  does  not  support  an  almshouse,  but  places  its  poor  in 
private  families ;  and  one,  an  idiotic  man,  is  boarded  in  the  town 
of  Charlemont  at  a  cost  of  $2.50  per  week.  He  has  a  comfortable 
home,  is  well  cared  for,  and  appears  contented  and  happy.  An 
insane  woman,  boarding  in  the  town  of  Shelburne,  receives  partial 
support ;  she  is  well  provided  for. 

Sherborn. 
(Visited  May  14,  1897.) 

The  new  almshouse  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year,  which 
is  nearly  completed,  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a  few  weeks. 
It  will  doubtless  prove  all  that  is  expected  in  the  way  of  providing 
for  ease  and  economy  of  administration.  There  will  be  provision 
for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  and,  if  necessary,  isolation 
of  the  insane. 

There  are  at  present  four  inmates,  one  being  a  feeble-minded 
woman.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $350. 
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Shrewsbury. 
(Visited  February  25,  1897.) 
There  is  no  change  in  this  almshouse.     It  is  too  old  and  dilapi- 
dated for  its  present  use,  and  it  should  be  replaced   by  a  new 
building   or  the  few  inmates  should  be  lodged  elsewhere.      The 
place  is  as  comfortable  and  homelike  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it. 

There  are  but  three  inmates  ;  one  man  and  two  women,  the 
women  being  feeble-minded.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $350. 

Shutesbury. 

(Visited  September  28,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 

It  is  an  ordinary  farm  dwelling,  under  good  management,   and 

kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.     There  is  need  of  a  properly 

equipped  bath-room. 

There  are  but  five  inmates ;  one  man  and  four  women,  all  of 
feeble  mind,  and  two  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $225. 

Somerset. 
(Visited  July  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse.  There  has  been 
an  improvement  in  the  management,  and  the  house  was  found 
clean  and  orderly,  and  the  inmates  receiving  good  care.  Better 
means  of  heating  should  be  employed.  The  house  is  too  cold  in 
the  winter  for  the  aged  and  infirm  inmates.  A  bathroom  is  greatly 
needed.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes.  The 
practice  of  lodging  tramps  in  the  main  building  should  be  dis- 
continued o  The  farm  is  fertile,  and  products  were  sold  last  year 
amounting  to  over  $2,000. 

There  are  six  inmates,  three  of  each  sex.  Two  men  and  two 
women  are  insane.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 


Somerville. 

This  city  does  not  maintain  an  almshouse.  An  insane  depend- 
ent, not  otherwise  under  supervision,  boards  in  the  family  of 
relatives  in  Maine,  and  has  satisfactory  care. 

SOUTHBOROUGH. 
(Visited  November  4,  1897.) 
This  town  has  no  almshouse  and  takes  excellent  care  of  one 
epileptic,  idiotic  man  at  a  cost  of  $3.00  per  week. 
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SOUTHBRIDGE. 
(Visited  May  26,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  an  improved  condition,  being 
more  orderly  and  clean  than  at  the  last  inspection.  Some  white- 
washing and  paint  have  been  used  upon  the  interior,  greatly 
improving  it.  Although  there  are  twenty-one  inmates,  the  bath- 
room is  never  used,  a  condition  of  things  found  only  at  this  alms- 
house. There  is  separation  of  the  sexes  by  night  but  none  during 
the  day. 

Of  the  twenty-one  inmates,  four  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

South   Hadley. 

(Visited  September  6,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  good  order,  in  a  clean  and  tidy 
condition.  A  properly  equipped  bath-room  should  be  provided, 
and  a  better  water  supply,  which  would  be  easy  to  obtain,  several 
springs  being  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  Other  improA'e- 
ments  might  be  made,  and  have  been  suggested  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes 
by  day,  and  only  an  imperfect  one  at  night. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  two  men  and  six  women.  There  are 
no  insane.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

South  wick. 

(Visited  October  29,  1897.) 

This  town,  having  no  almshouse,  provides  for  an  aged  and 
feeble-minded  woman  by  boarding  her  in  a  private  family  at  a 
cost  of  $10  per  month.     She  has  satisfactory  care  and  attention. 


Spencer. 
(Visited  October  4,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse.  It  is  a  building 
pleasantly  situated,  in  good  condition,  and  under  good  manage- 
ment. There  are  steam  heat  and  modern  sanitary  appliances,  but 
there  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $500. 
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Springfield. 

(Visited  October  28,  1897.) 

This  large  almshouse,  one  of  the  best  in  the  State,  continues  to 
maintain  its  good  reputation.  It  is  fitted  throughout  in  the  most 
thorough  manner,  with  everything  needed  for  the  good  care  of  its 
inmates.  All  cases  which  require  relief  at  the  hands  of  the  city 
are  brought  here  and  treated  in  the  different  departments.  It 
provides  for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  the  insane  are 
placed  in  a  building  especially  constructed  for  their  use,  and  a 
model  of  its  kind,  being  thoroughly  and  economically  built,  roomy, 
well  ventilated,  and  well  arranged.  The  inmates  are  visited 
regularly  by  the  city  physician,  and  the  insane  are  looked  after  by 
a  competent  corps  of  attendants. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  inmates,  including 
three  children.  Seventy-seven  are  insane,  six  being  epileptic. 
The  warden  receives  a  salary  of  $1,000  and  the  matron  $240. 

There  is  also  an  insane  woman  supported  in  the  family  of  her 
sister,  where  she  has  a  comfortable  home  and  is  well  cared  for. 

Sterling. 

(Visited  May  5,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and 
under  good  management.  A  bath-tub  and  water-closet  have  been 
added,  and  a  new  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  dining-room.  There 
is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes.  The  farm  is  well  tilled 
and  productive,  and  yields  a  large  income  to  the  town. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  two  of  whom  are  insane  and  two 
of  feeble  mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $540. 

Stoneham. 
(Visited  January  12,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  undergoing  some  repairs  upon  the  interior. 
The  place  is  under  good  management,  the  inmates  well  cared  for, 
and  there  is  a  general  appearance  of  cleanliness  and  good  order. 
The  house  is  heated  by  steam.  There  is  provision  for  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes  by  day  and  night. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates,  eight  men  and  five  women.  One 
woman  is  insane,  three  men  are  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $500, 
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Stoughton. 

(Visited  February  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  dirty,  disorderly  condition, 
partly  owing  to  the  management,  and  partly  to  the  condition  of 
the  house  itself.  The  building  is  old  and  dilapidated,  and  has 
had  no  repairs  for  a  long  time.  The  care  the  inmates  receive  is 
very  indifferent.  The  bedding,  while  plentiful,  is  dirty,  and  the 
beds  and  bedding  are  infested  with  vermin.  A  thoroughly  com- 
petent manager  might  temporarily  improve  this  condition,  but  a 
new  house  should  be  provided,  built  after  modern  plans.  The 
Overseers  report  a  full  knowledge  of  affairs,  and  an  intention  to 
make  changes. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  of  whom  three  are  insane,  and  one  is 
idiotic.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Stowe. 
(Visited  June  21,  1897.) 
This  almshouse,  although  an  old  building,  is  kept  in  fair  repair, 
and  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.      The  inmates  appear  com- 
fortable and  have  a  good  home.     There  is  need  of  a  bath-room. 

There  are  four  inmates,  all  women  ;  one  is  of  feeble  mind.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 

Sturbridge. 
(Visited  May  26,  1897.) 

Originally  built  for  a  tavern,  this  old  almshouse  is  dilapidated, 
and  very  cold  in  winter.  No  repairs  have  been  made  for  several 
years,  except  those  absolutely  necessary.  The  interior  is  reported 
to  have  been  whitewashed  twice  within  the  past  ten  years.  The 
Overseers  are  said  to  have  under  consideration  the  matter  of  a  fur- 
nace for  heating,  instead  of  the  stoves  now  in  use. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  of  whom  three  are  feeble-minded.  The 
warden  and  matron  have  a  salary  of  $300. 

Sudbury. 
(Visited  June  21,  1897.) 
The  result  of  change  in  the  administration  of  this  almshouse  is 
an  improved  condition,  but  there  is  still  need  of  repairs  and  other 
changes.  A  bath-room  is  needed,  and  some  change  should  be  made 
in  location  of  the  privies,  or  another  well  should  be  driven  at  a 
greater  distance  from  them. 

There  are  but  five  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $300. 
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Sutton. 

(Visited  April  2,  1897.) 

At  this  almshouse  there  is  great  need  of  repairs,  and  the  build- 
ing of  an  extension  which  will  properly  provide  for  the  number  of 
inmates  who  now  completely  overcrowd  the  present  building. 
The  water-closets  are  in  a  disgraceful  condition,  and  their  location 
renders  them  not  only  offensive  but  dangerous  to  health.  Ineffi- 
cient help  is  furnished,  so  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  give 
this  large  number  of  people,  most  of  whom  are  mentally  defective, 
proper  care,  and  clean  and  comfortable  surroundings.  There  is  no 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  fifteen  inmates.  Of  this  number  eleven  are  insane  or 
feeble-minded,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron,  just 
commencing  service,  are  to  receive  $500  a  year. 

SWANZEY. 
(Visited  July  8,  1897.) 

Some  minor  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  at  this 
almshouse  during  the  year.  There  is  every  evidence  of  excellent 
management,  and  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  inmates.  The 
place  is  clean  and  orderly  throughout. 

There  are  four  inmates,  all  mentally  defective.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  $375. 

Taunton. 

(Visited  April  26,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  large  brick  building,  attractive  in  appear- 
ance, but  very  poorly  arranged,  and  ill  adapted  to  its  present  use. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  some  action  is  about  to  be  taken  by 
the  city  government  to  remedy  these  defects.  There  is  provision 
for  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  by  day  and  night. 

There  are  forty-three  inmates,  of  whom  six  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $900. 

Templeton. 

(Visited  October  14,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  bad  condition.  The  walls  and 
ceilings  were  smoky,  the  plastering  was  off  in  several  of  the  rooms, 
and  the  lack  of  furnishing  and  cleanliness  was  very  evident.  The 
water-closets  attached  to  the  house  are  in  a  very  offensive  con- 
dition, and  should  be  removed.     Tramps  are  allowed  to  lodge  in 
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the  main  building,  a  practice  which  should  be  at  once  discontinued. 
The  house  is  insufficiently  heated  and  needs  better  appliances. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  five  inmates,  two  being  insane,  one  of  feeble  mind, 
and  one  blind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $700. 


Tewksbukt. 
(Visited  November  11,  1897.) 

As  usual,  this  almshouse  was  found  in  good  order  and  well 
managed.  The  house  is  pleasant  and  well  arranged,  and  the 
inmates  have  a  good  home.  Tramps  are  still  lodged  in  the  base- 
ment, an  objectionable  feature.  There  is  complete  separation  of 
the  sexes  except  at  meals.     The  sane  and  insane  are  not  separated. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  including  two  children.  Seven  of  the 
inmates  are  insane  or  idiotic.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $500. 

Tolland. 

(Visited  October  27,  1897.) 

This  town  provides  for  a  feeble-minded  woman  in  the  family  of 
a  brother,  where  she  has  a  comfortable  home.  $1.25  a  week  is 
paid  for  her  support. 

Topsfield. 

(Visited  April  23,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  without  warden  and  matron ;  those 
formerly  in  charge  having  left  in  dissatisfaction.  New  officers 
have  been  selected,  who  will  take  charge  in  the  near  future.  The 
house  was  in  fairly  good  condition  considering  the  circumstances. 

There  are  four  inmates,  all  men.  One  of  them,  ill  in  bed,  was 
in  charge  of  a  nurse  employed  by  the  town. 

Townsend. 

(Visited  September  17,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  very  clean  and  orderly  condition, 
providing  a  comfortable  home  for  its  inmates.  There  is  need  of  a 
bath-room  properly  equipped,  and  other  means  of  heating  than  by 
stoves.  A  defect  in  the  drainage  mentioned  last  year  has  been 
remedied,  and  the  drainage  is  now  satisfactory.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  seven  inmates,  of  whom  six  are  insane  or  idiotic. 
The  warden  and  matron  have  a  salary  of  $450. 
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Tyngsijorough. 

(Visited  December  8,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of  this  almshouse, 
which  is  very  old  and  dilapidated,  and  has  a  disorderly  appearance. 
No  effort  is  made  to  prevent  decay  of  the  building,  or  to  insure 
the  comfort  of  inmates.  The  farm  has  been  well  managed,  and  is 
practically  self-supporting.  It  would  be  much  better  to  give  up 
the  almshouse,  and  place  the  only  inmate  now  present,  a  feeble- 
minded man,  in  a  good  family.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $200. 

Tyringham. 

(Visited  October  27,  1897.) 

An  idiotic  dependent  of  this  town,  a  girl  fourteen  years  of  age, 
is  boarded  in  a  private  family,  where  she  has  a  good  home  and 
school  privileges. 

Upton. 

(Visited  June  8,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  poorly  arranged.  It  was  found  in  a  clean, 
orderly,  and  homelike  condition.  There  is  need  of  increased  ac- 
commodations, and  of  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates,  none  of  them  insane.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Uxbridge. 

(Visited  September  23, 1897.) 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  management  of  this 
almshouse,  which  was  found  in  fair  repair.  There  is  a  lack  of 
bathing  facilities,  and  need  of  different  apparatus  for  heating. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes,  though  such  an 
arrangement  could  easily  be  made. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  two  of  feeble  mind.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Wakefield. 

(Visited  January  12,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 
It  is  in  very  good  working  condition,  fairly  well  furnished,  and 
the  inmates  are  under  good  care  and  kindly  treated.  There  is  no 
provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 
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There  are  thirteen  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic, 
and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $650. 

Wales. 
(Visited  October  21,  1897.) 

This  town  has  for  many  years  supported  three  aged  insane 
women  in  one  family,  where  their  surroundings  are  not  entirely 
commendable,  although  the  women  appear  contented  and  happy. 
A  total  amount  of  $6.75  a  week  is  paid  for  their  support. 


Walpole. 

(Visited  April  27,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  in  about  the  same  condition  as  last  year.  A 
few  minor  repairs  have  been  made  in  the  cellar,  a  new  carriage- 
house  has  been  built,  and  town  water  has  been  put  in.  The  place 
is  made  as  homelike  as  possible  under  the  present  conditions. 
Bathing  facilities  are  lacking  and  proper  means  of  heating.  The 
sanitary  condition  should  be  improved.  There  is  no  provision  for 
separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  four  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  of  feeble  mind.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Waltham. 

(Visited  February  15,  1897.) 

This  is  an  excellent  almshouse,  is  well  arranged,  provides  for  a 
separation  of  the  sexes  and  partial  separation  of  the  sane  from 
the  insane,  and  all  the  inmates  have  exceptionally  good  care. 
It  is  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and  a  high  standard 
is  maintained. 

There  are  forty-three  inmates,  twenty  of  whom  are  insane  or  of 
feeble  mind,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $900. 

Ware. 

(Visited  June  23,  1897.) 

It  is  a  cause  for  much  regret  that  any  delay  or  disagreement  on 
the  part  of  the  building  committee  should  compel  this  town  to  care 
for  its  dependent  poor  in  such  an  almshouse  as  is  maintained  here. 
It  is  old,  and  neither  the  house  proper  nor  the  out-buildings,  some 
of  which  are  unsafe  owing  to  the  amount  of  decay,  are  worth  re- 
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pairing.  There  is  an  entire  lack  of  bathing  facilities  and  other 
sanitary  conveniences,  and  the  location  of  the  water-closets  now  in 
use  is  such  that  they  are  offensive  and  unhealthf  ul.  The  house  is 
kept  in  as  clean  and  orderly  condition  as  is  possible  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. There  is  no  provision  for  any  separation  of  the 
sexes. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  one  of  feeble  mind.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

This  town  supports  one  of  its  feeble-minded  wards  in  a  private 
family,  where  he  has  a  good^home.  $12  a  month  is  paid  for  his 
support. 

Wareham. 

(Visited  November  10,  1897.) 

There  has  been  but  little  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the 
year.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  and  receives  careful  supervision 
from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  It  was  found  in  clean  and  orderly 
condition,  and  well  managed.  A  new  water  supply  has  been  fur- 
nished, and  some  repairs  on  the  house  are  to  be  made  in  the  near 
future.  A  bath-room  would  be  a  much  needed  improvement. 
There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes  by  night  only. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic,  and 
two  of  these  have  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a 
salary  of  $250. 

Warren. 
(Visited  October  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  kept  in  good  repair  and  under  good  manage- 
ment, and  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.  A  new 
steam-heater  has  been  put  in,  and  a  fine  barn  has  been  built. 
There  is  urgent  need  of  a  bath-room.  There  is  provision  for  par- 
tial separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  six  of  whom  are  insane  or  idiotic,  and 
one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$600. 

Warwick. 

(Visited  September  26,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  pleasantly  situated.  It  is  kept  in  good  repair, 
and  has  been  renovated,  having  been  newly  papered  and  painted 
throughout  since  the  last  report.  It  was  found  in  a  clean  and 
orderly  condition.  There  is  a  lack  of  bathing  facilities,  and  a 
house  of  this  character  is  better  heated  by  a  furnace  than  by  stoves. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 
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There  are  nine  inmates,  among  them  a  mother  and  three  children 
who  are  here  temporarily.  Four  inmates  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $375. 

Watertown. 

(Visited  February  15,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  building  of  two  stories  and  one 
wing,  and  presents  a  pleasing  appearance.  In  general,  the 
house  is  improved  since  the  last  report  and  is  now  in  a  very  com- 
mendable condition.  Some  minor  improvements  and  additions  will 
be  made.  The  barn,  destroyed  by  fire  early  in  the  summer,  has 
been  rebuilt.     There  is  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are'  nine  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  insane  and  one  has 
epilepsy.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary*  of  $500. 

Wayland. 

(Visited  May  18, 1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  comparatively  new.  It  was  built  without  any 
structural  arrangement  for  separation  of  the  sexes.  It  is  cold  in 
winter,  and  requires  better  heating  facilities.  The  house  is  kept 
in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition  throughout.  A  supply  of  hot  and 
cold  water  for  the  bath-room  is  needed. 

There  are  but  four  inmates,  one  old  man  being  insane.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

"Webster. 
(Visited  May  26,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year, 
except  some  slight  repairs.  The  house  was  found  in  a  clean  and 
orderly  condition,  and  under  good  management.  A  bath-room  and 
furnace  are  needed.  There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the 
sexes  or  of  the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  sixteen  inmates,  five  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $600. 

Wellesley. 

(Visited  January  25,  1897.) 

This  almshouse,  formerly  a  town  hall,  is  poorly  arranged  for  its 
present  purpose.  With  moderate  expense  it  could  be  made  pleas- 
ant, convenient,  and  comfortable.  The  interior  shows  a  lack  of 
good  management.     The  inmates  are  allowed  to  care  for  their  own 
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rooms  without  proper  supervision.  More  attention  should  be  paid 
to  bathing,  and  some  structural  provision  made  for  separation  of 
the  sexes. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  four  being  insane  or  of  feeble  mind,  and 
one  having  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 
$500. 

Wendell. 

(Visited  September  27,  1897.) 

The  almshouse  of  this  town  was  burned  in  March  of  the  present 
year.  One  person,  fully  supported,  is  placed  in  a  family  where  he 
has  satisfactory  care. 

Westborough. 

(Visited  April  29,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and 
apparently  under  good  management.  It  has  steam  heat,  and  within 
a  year  new  water-closets  of  an  improved  modern  pattern  have  re- 
placed the  objectionable  ones  so  long  in  use.  There  is  provision 
for  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  for  separation  of  the  sane 
from  the  insane. 

There  are  sixteen  inmates,  eight  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind,  one  is  blind,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

West  Boylston. 

(Visited  June  22,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  change  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year.  It 
is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  its  few  inmates  re- 
ceive good  care.  There  is  need  of  a  bath-room  and  some  method 
of  lodging  tramps  other  than  placing  them  in  the  basement.  The 
custom  of  sending  petty  criminals  here  is  soon  to  be  abandoned. 

There  are  three  inmates,  one  being  insane  and  one  idiotic.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 


West  Bridgewater. 

(Visited  March  19,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  wooden  structure,  two  stories  in  height,  with 
two  wings,  and  is  pleasantly  situated.  It  is  kept  in  a  clean  and 
orderly  condition,  is  under  good  management,  and  the  inmates 
have  good  care.  It  has  steam  heat  and  modern  sanitary  appli- 
ances.   Provision  should  be  made  for  supplying  the  bath-room  with 
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hot  water.    There  is  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  none  of 
the  sane  from  the  insane. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  three  of  whom  are  insane,  and  one  is 
of  feeble  mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

West  Brookfield. 

(Visited  October  20,  1897.) 

There  have  been  no  changes  at  this  almshouse  during  the  year. 
It  was  found  neat  and  clean,  the  inmates  receiving  good  care. 
There  is  urgent  need  of  a  bath-room  properly  equipped.  There  is 
no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  nine  inmates,  of  whom  one  is  insane.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $425. 

Westfield. 
(Visited  October  28,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  well  situated  and  under  excellent  manage- 
ment. It  was  found  in  a  thoroughly  clean  and  orderly  condition, 
and  the  inmates  apparently  have  good  care  and  supervision.  A 
detached  brick  building,  occupied  by  the  insane,  is  an  objection- 
able feature,  as  mentioned  last  year  ;  and  some  other  and  better 
provision  should  be  made  for  its  inmates.  A  house  as  large  as 
this,  and  caring  for  as  great  a  number  of  inmates,  should  be  pro- 
vided with  steam  heat,  both  for  convenience  and  as  a  matter  of 
economy.  There  is  provision  for  partial  separation  of  the  sexes 
by  day,  and  complete  separation  at  night. 

There  are  twenty-two  inmates,  of  whom  five  are  insane  or  of 
feeble  mind,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  and  matron 
receive  a  salary  of  $700. 

Westford. 
(Visited  October  19,  1897.) 
This  almshouse  was  found  in  its  usual  good  condition,  —  clean, 
orderly,  and  well  managed.     The  inmates  are  made  very  comfort- 
able.    A  bath-room  with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  a  fire  escape  are 
needed.     There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates,  one  of  whom  is  insane,  and  one  idiotic 
and  epileptic.  Among  them  are  two  old  soldiers  who  pay  the 
town  for  their  board.  The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary 
of  $450. 

West  Newbury. 
(Visited  December  14,  1897.) 
There  has  been  a  change  in  the  management  of  this  almshouse 
since  the  last  report,  and  the  present  appearance  of  the  house  and 
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the  condition  of  the  inmates  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  in  former 
years.  There  is  need  of  a  bath-room  and  the  enforcement  of 
regular  bathing,  and  a  furnace  should  be  substituted  for  stoves. 
There  is  no  provision  for  separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  but  three  inmates  at  the  present  time,  one  of  whom  is 
insane.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $250. 

Weston. 

(Visited  May  18,  1897.) 

During  the  year  some  papering  and  painting  have  been  done  at 
this  almshouse,  and  a  furnace  put  in.  It  is  reported  that  the 
exterior  is  to  be  painted,  blinds  furnished,  and  the  drainage 
improved.  The  house  is  not  under  good  management,  and  was 
found  in  a  dirty  and  disorderly  condition.  The  method  of  lodg- 
ing tramps,  and  the  liberty  given  them,  are  not  to  be  commended. 
Some  provision  should  be  made  whereby  they  may  be  lodged 
apart  from  the  house,  and  not  allowed  access  to  it. 

There  are  but  four  inmates,  one  man  being  insane.  The 
warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $450. 

Westport. 

(Visited  October  8,  1897.) 

Some  needed  repairs  have  been  made,  and  the  house  is  now  com- 
fortably heated  by  steam.  It  should  be  provided  with  a  bathroom 
and  good  water-closets.  It  is  kept  clean  and  orderly,  but  with 
great  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  untidy  habits  of  some  of  the 
inmates.  There  is  need  of  additional  help  indoors.  There  is 
partial  separation  of  the  sexes  at  night,  accomplished  by  locking 
the  inmates  in  their  rooms,  —  a  reprehensible  practice  in  case  of 
fire. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  six  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

Weymouth. 
(Visited  February  10,  1897.) 
There  has  been  no  change  worthy  of  note  at  this  'almshouse 
since  the  last  report.  There  are  a  large  number  of  inmates,  and 
great  overcrowding  exists.  The  house  should  be  enlarged,  and 
some  structural  provision  made  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes, 
both  by  day  and  by  night.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  manage- 
ment will  be  able  to  enforce  proper  discipline  among  a  class  of 
inmates  unusually  difficult  to  control. 
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There  are  twenty-six  inmates,  of  whom  ten  are  insane  or  of 
feeble  mind.     The  warden  and  matron  are  to  receive  a  salary  of 


The  town  provides  for  one  insane  man  in  a  private  family, 
where  he  receives  good  care,  $2.50  a  week  being  paid  for  his 
support. 

Williamsburg. 

(Visited  August  26,  1897.) 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  its  one  insane  dependent  not 
in  a  hospital  has  been  boarded  in  a  private  family  for  many  years, 
at  the  rate  of  $2.50  a  week.     She  has  excellent  care. 

WlLLIAMSTOWN. 
(Visited  October  9,  1897.) 

The  buildings  used  for  an  almshouse  here  are  totally  unfit  for 
the  purpose  ;  being  old,  poorly  arranged,  and  in  need  of  extensive 
repair.  There  is  no  appearance  of  good  order  and  thrift,  the 
inmates  being  apparently  left  to  their  own  devices.  The  house  is 
cheerless,  and  poorly  furnished.  The  present  warden  receives  the 
rental  of  the  farm  for  his  services,  and  is  allowed  $2  per  week  per 
capita  for  the  board  of  the  inmates.  A  suitable  almshouse  should 
be  erected,  and  sufficient  money  appropriated  by  the  town  to  care 
for  their  poor  in  a  respectable  manner. 

There  are  five  inmates,  three  men  and  two  women,  one  of  the 
men  being  blind  and  of  feeble  mind. 

Wilmington. 

(Visited  April  12,  1897.) 

There  has  been  some  renovation  of  the  interior  of  this  alms- 
house during  the  year,  including  papering  and  painting,  —  improv- 
ing its  general  appearance.  At  a  moderate  cost  the  place  could  be 
made  very  cheerful  and  homelike.  The  house  is  kept  in  a  thor- 
oughly clean  and  orderly  condition.  The  income  of  the  farm, 
including  work  on  the  highway,  has  nearly  defrayed  all  expenses 
of  the  place. 

There  are  but  two  inmates,  one  of  whom  is  idiotic.  The  warden 
and  matron  receive  a  salary  of  $400. 

WlNCHENDON. 

(Visited  November  22,  1897.) 

There  has  been  no  improvement  at  this  almshouse  during  the 

year.     The  same  criticism  is  made  as  last  year  of  ill-fitting  doors 

and  windows.     As  a  matter  of  economy,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
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these  defects  should  be  remedied.  The  water-closets  are  poorly 
constructed  and  badly  located,  and  should  be  removed.  The  house 
is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  the  inmates  are  well 
supervised,  the  sexes  being  separated  at  night. 

There  are  eight  inmates,  one  of  whom  is  insane  and  one  feeble- 
minded.    The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 


Woburn. 

(Visited  December  17,  1896.) 

This  almshouse,  while  it  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition, 
and  is  under  good  management,  might  be  greatly  improved,  to  the 
credit  of  the  city,  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  its  inmates. 
The  custom  of  sending  petty  criminals  here  should  be  abandoned. 
The  presence  of  such  persons  is  objectionable,  making  necessary 
stricter  discipline  than  should  be  maintained  in  an  almshouse.  A 
better  system  of  water-closets  should  be  provided,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  vaults  removed.  A  bath-room  supplied  with  cold  water 
only  is  ill  adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  any  almshouse  — 
especially  one  whose  population  is  as  large  as  is  found  here. 
Structural  changes  and  enlargements  are  needed.  Separation  of 
the  sexes  is  not  maintained,  a  matter  which  needs  urgent  attention. 

There  are  thirty-seven  inmates,  of  whom  seven  are  insane  or 
idiotic,  and  one  has  epilepsy  ;  five  are  criminals.  The  warden  and 
matron  receive  a  salary  of  $500. 

Worcester. 

(Visited  October  12,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  is  a  large  and  well  managed  institution.  It  is 
well  equipped,  and  maintains  a  separate  department  for  its  insane, 
and  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  throughout.  Its  population 
has  rapidly  increased,  and  a  new  wing  is  now  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, which  will  accommodate  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  inmates. 
It  still  lacks  a  hospital  ward.  A  large  force  of  paid  employees  is 
kept,  but  many  are  employed  in  outside  work  connected  with  city 
sanitation.  The  house  is  under  most  efficient  management,  and  is 
scrupulously  clean  and  orderly.  Regular  medical  inspection  is 
provided. 

There  are  two  hundred  and  seven  inmates,  of  whom  ninety  are 
insane,  five  idiotic,  and  one  has  epilepsy.  The  warden  receives  a 
a  salary  of  $1,500  and  the  matron  $500. 
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WORTHINGTON. 

(Visited  December  3,  1897.) 

This  town  supports  an  insane  woman  and  a  feeble-minded  girl 
in  private  families.  $100  a  year  is  paid  for  the  woman  and  $2.00 
a  week  for  the  care  of  the  girl,  and  both  are  well  cared  for. 

Wrentham. 

(Visited  January  19,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  was  found  in  good  condition,  clean  and  orderly 
throughout,  and  under  new  and  efficient  management.  Minor  re- 
pairs have  been  made  upon  the  interior,  and  the  place  is  improved 
in  appearance.  Provision  should  be  made  for  separation  of  the 
sexes. 

There  are  thirteen  inmates,  seven  of  whom  are  insane  or  of 
feeble  mind.     The  warden  and  matron  receive  a  salary  of 


Yarmouth. 
(Visited  July  26,  1897.) 

This  almshouse  presents  a  homelike  and  satisfactory  appearance, 
and  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition.  No  changes  of  note 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  It  should  be  supplied  with  a 
properly  equipped  bath-room,  and  provision  should  be  made  for 
separation  of  the  sexes. 

There  are  six  inmates,  four  of  whom  are  insane  or  of  feeble 
mind.  The  matron,  who  hires  a  man  to  assist  her,  receives  a  salary 
of  $300. 
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Views  of  the  Board  regarding  the  Report  and  Recom- 
mendations of  the  Commission  on  the  Charitable 
and  Reformatory  Interests  and  Institutions  of 
the    Commonwealth. 

The  Report,  and  the  accompanying  Recommendations, 
made  by  the  Commission  on  the  Charitable  and  Reformatory 
Interests  and  Institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  last 
Legislature,  were  presented  so  late  in  the  session  that  it  was 
impossible  to  give  to  them  the  study  and  consideration  such 
important  and  radical  changes  as  were  proposed  therein 
deserved,  and  the  Board  felt  obliged  to  urge  the  reference 
of  the  whole  Report  to  the  next  General  Court. 

The  degree  of  weight  and  importance  to  be  given  to  the 
labor  of  the  Commissioners  must  largely  depend  upon  the 
time  they  were  able  to  devote  to  obtaining  a  full  knowledge 
of  what  was  required  of  them.  The  Commission  had  imposed 
on  it  from  the  beginning  a  task  of  the  greatest  magnitude, 
namely, — that  of  inquiring  into  the  operations  of  all  the 
charitable  institutions  of  the  State  and  the  laws  relating  to 
the  government  of  the  charities,  as  well  as  an  examination  of 
the  reformatory  and  penal  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  methods  pursued  in  the  government  and  management 
of  them.  For  the  work  assigned  them  the  Commissioners 
should  have  been  allowed  at  least  three  years,  but  it  was  made 
imperative  by  the  Act  creating  the  Commission  that  the  work 
should  all  be  completed  before  the  first  day  of  February,  1897. 

The  Commission,  at  the  outset  of  its  Report,  recommends 
the  establishment  of  a  distinct  State  Commission  for  the 
care  of  the  minor  wards,  or  children  of  the  State.  The 
reasons  given  by  the  Commission  for  the  proposed  change 
are  chiefly  that  the  same  Board  cannot  in  the  nature  of 
things  undertake  the  care  of  the  State  wards,  and  likewise 
occupy  a  position  of  independent  criticism  of  its  own  work 
in  this  direction ;  and  that  the  work  of  caring  for  the  State 
children  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  the  time  has 
come  to  create  separate  departments, —  one  to  have  the  care, 
custody  and  control  of  the  juvenile  wards  of  the  State,  and 
the  other  to  exercise  supervisory  powers  in  relation  to  the 
work  performed  ;  and  it  is  also  asserted  that  the  Common- 
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wealth,  in  providing  for  the  supervision  of  the  State  Institu- 
tions for  paupers,  insane,  and  juvenile  offenders  by  a  central 
Board,  has  already  adopted  the  theory  of  supervision  by 
distinct  and  separate  authority  over  all  the  charitable  work 
of  the  State. 

The  proposed  Department  for  Children,  or  Children's 
Bureau,  has  been  under  discussion  during  three  sessions  of 
the  Legislature.  In  1895  its  advocates  urged  that  the  work 
of  caring  for  the  1,600  children  then  under  the  supervision 
of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  was  not  properly 
carried  on,  that  the  children  were  not  provided  with  suffi- 
cient school  instruction,  and  were  otherwise  neglected  ;  but 
the  most  searching  investigation  failed  to  substantiate  these 
charges  and  the  petitioners  accomplished  nothing.  The 
next  year  a  similar  result  followed.  In  1897  the  peti- 
tioners again  urged  their  claims  for  a  change  of  manage- 
ment, and  .had  in  support  of  their  views  the  Report  and 
Recommendations  of  the  Commission. 

The  system  of  visiting  and  caring  for  the  State  children 
outside  of  institutions  has  grown  up  gradually  and  from 
small  beginnings  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  and 
more.  Before  the  appointment  of  the  first  visiting  agent 
for  children,  in  the  year  1866,  children  had  been  placed  in 
families  from  the  three  State  Almshouses  at  Monson, 
Tewksbury,  and  Bridgewater,  and  from  the  State  Reform 
Schools,  or  released  to  their  friends  on  probation  ;  and  the 
record  shows  that  these  children  were  scattered,  not  only 
through  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  but  in  Vermont,  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire,  and  New  York,  with  a  few  also 
in  the  Western  States.  The  newly  appointed  visitor,  in  his 
first  report,  stated  that  a  large  number  of  the  children  had 
not  been  heard  from  after  leaving  the  institution,  and  that 
although  reports  of  their  condition  were  asked  for  by  the 
institution  authorities,  those  reports  were  seldom  made ; 
that  changes  of  location  were  effected  without  notice  and 
without  authority,  and  that  neglect  and  abuses  had  become 
frequent. 

In  1869  the  Visiting  Agency  was  regularly  established, 
and  in  the  year  following  it  was  found  that  there  were  about 
2,000  children  in  the  care  of  the  State,  —  1,200  in  institu- 
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tions,  and  800  either  in  their  homes  on  probation,  or  under 
indenture  as  apprentices  or  servants  in  families.  In  1879 
the  Visiting  Agency  was  merged  in  the  newly  established 
Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  the  system  of  the  supervision  and  care  of  the 
minor  wards  of  the  State  has  grown  in  importance,  and 
widened  in  scope,  and  has  become  justly  celebrated  through- 
out the  country,  and  almost,  it  may  be  said,  throughout  the 
world,  as  the  Massachusetts  System. 

The  duty  of  providing  for  the  care,  health,  education,  and 
well-being  of  the  minor  wards  of  the  State  is  a  plain  and 
natural  one,  involving  neither  high  professional  skill,  nor 
scientific  learning,  nor  questions  of  illegal  restraint  of  the 
liberty  of  the  citizens.  It  is  claimed  that  because  a  law  pro- 
vides that  the  different  State  Institutions  for  the  insane 
shall  be  governed  and  managed  by  separate  Boards  of 
Trustees,  and  that  the  other  State  Institutions  have  distinct 
boards  of  management  and  government,  all  supervised  by 
the  State  Board  and  subject  to  its  inspection,  so  likewise 
there  should  be  a  distinct  Commission  or  Board  for  the  care 
and  management  of  the  State  children,  also  to  be  supervised 
and  inspected  by  the  central  Board.  It  is  not  claimed  by 
the  Commissioners  that  the  present  system  of  caring  for  the 
State  children  is  an  improvident  one,  or  attended  with  any 
but  good  results  ;  but  that  it  is  incongruous,  and  not  in  keep- 
ing with  certain  theories  of  supervision.  Nor  is  it  claimed 
by  them  that  members  of  any  new  Board  or  Commission 
for  children  could  give  any  additional  time  to  personal  visita- 
tion, or  inspection,  of  the  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred 
State  children,  at  the  homes  in  which  they  are  placed,  than 
the  members  of  the  present  State  Board  could  ;  but  it  is 
simply  advocated  that  there  should  be  a  new  Commission 
created  to  do  the  work  now  done  by  the  State  Board,  and 
that  the  State  Board  should  supervise  it. 

State  supervision  was  established  for  the  inspection  and 
examination  of  State  Institutions,  such  as  the  Lunatic  Hospi- 
tals and  Asylums,  the  State  Almshouses,  State  Workhouses, 
and  the  State  Reformatories.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  State  children  can  be  better  cared  for,  or  their  con- 
dition   better    ascertained,    or   supervised,    than    under   the 
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existing  system.  If  a  separate  Commission  of  five  or  seven 
persons  were  established  to-morrow  for  the  supervision  and 
care  of  the  minor  wards  of  the  State,  and  such  persons  were 
taken  from  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  and  had  their  ordi- 
nary private  duties  of  life  to  perform,  it  will  not  be  assumed 
for  a  moment  that  it  would  be  in  their  power  to  attend  to  the 
special  and  regular  meetings  of  the  Commission,  and  the 
meetings  of  the  necessary  committees,  and  then  have,  or  take, 
the  time  necessary  to  visit  in  person  the  1,700  children  of  the 
State,  placed  as  they  are  in  various  villages  and  towns  of  the 
six  New  England  States.  The  present  methods  of  placing 
out,  visiting  and  supervising  the  children,  is  first  by  the 
selection  of  homes  by  the  agents  of  the  Board,  assisted  by 
the  auxiliary,  unpaid,  visitor  of  each  district ;  then  the  regular 
visitation  of  each  child  at  least  twice  a  year  for  all  the  children, 
four  times  for  the  younger  ones,  and  in  many  cases  much 
oftener  than  this.  Too  frequent  visitation  has  been  gen- 
erally found  to  have  a  disturbing  effect  on  the  child,  tend- 
ing to  unsettle  him  and  make  him  dissatisfied  with  his 
surroundings,  and  is  objected  to  frequently  in  the  best 
families  for  that  reason.  The  children  of  the  State  are, 
as  a  body,  better  cared  for  and  better  provided  for  than 
children  of  the  average  working  man  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  home  he  provides  for  his  own  children. 

Any  board  established  by  law  to  discharge  the  duties  at- 
tendant upon  the  performance  of  any  public  service  involving 
the  details  connected  with  the  care  of  the  dependent  poor, 
the  insane,  the  minor  wards  of  the  State,  the  convicts  of  our 
State  prisons,  the  reformatory  institutions,  and  other  bodies  of 
public  dependents  and  offenders,  must  necessarily  perform 
the  details  of  its  administrative  and  executive  labor  through 
its  agents.  No  person  who  has  any  experience  in  the  work 
of  public  or  other  corporate  bodies,  whether  State  or  munic- 
ipal, commercial  or  industrial,  will  for  a  moment  believe 
that  the  individual  members  of  any  Board  could  do  other 
than  delegate  the  minor  duties  imposed  on  them  to  persons 
well  qualified  and  well  chosen  to  discharge  them.  Neither 
the  directors  nor  governing  bodies  of  our  great  railroad  cor- 
porations, our  banking  institutions,  or  our  municipal  or 
mining  enterprises,  would  attempt  individually  more  than 
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the  mere  government  of  them  ;  not  the  personal  execution 
of  the  detailed  operations  dependent  on  them.  As  well 
might  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  and  his 
immediate  assistants  be  required  by  law,  or  by  public  opin- 
ion, to  attend  personally  to  the  postal  work  of  the  whole 
country.  The  work  of  this  Board  under  the  law  is  neces- 
sarily performed  by  its  agents.  These  agents  are  carefully 
chosen  and  appointed  under  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service, 
and  when  tested,  should  they  fail  at  any  time  to  fulfil  the 
requirements  of  their  offices,  are  promptly  discharged,  to 
give  place  to  others  better  qualified  to  act  in  their  stead. 
And  in  this  respect  the  work  of  the  Board  is  conducted  as 
governmental  work,  and  all  other  public  work,  must  be  done 
in  this  Commonwealth,  or  elsewhere. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Commission  recommends  that  a  State 
Board  of  Insanity  be  created.  This  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  if  the  proposed  State  Board  of  Insanity  were  to  be  in- 
vested with  much  greater  authority  and  responsibility  in 
the  matter  of  the  care  and  control  of  the  insane  wards  of  the 
State  than  are  possessed  by  the  present  Board,  and  if  all  of 
its  members  should  serve"  without  pay,  the  main  arguments 
against  its  establishment  would  be  removed.  The  reasons 
given  by  the  Commission  for  the  creation  of  the  new  Board 
are  that  the  present  Board  cannot  properly  attend  to  the 
different  kinds  of  work  imposed  upon  it,  and  that  the  "  same 
Board  should  not  be  called  upon  to  perform  duties  respec- 
tively so  important  in  themselves,  and  so  little  related  to 
each  other,  as  those  regarding  the  insane  wards  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  general  subject  of  insanity,  and  those 
relating  to  the  charitable  institutions  and  the  charitable 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth."  To  this  must  be  added 
the  desire  of  many  of  the  physicians  of  the  State  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Board,  or  Commission  of  Lunacy  of  some 
sort.  If  any  division  of  the  work  of  supervising  the  char- 
ities of  the  State  is  to  be  made,  this  would  seem  to  be  the 
natural  and  logical  one  ;  but  the  State  is  small  in  population 
when  compared  with  such  states  as  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  number  of  insane  and  dependents  is  propor- 
tionately very  much  less  ;  while  the  work  of  caring  for  the 
sane  and   insane  under  the   existing  settlement  laws  is   so 
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interwoven  that  at  present  it  would  appear  to  be  very 
difficult  for  two  boards  to  avoid  mutual  interference,  much 
friction,  and  duplication  of  work. 

The  law  provides  that  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity  shall  have  the  supervision  of  the  State  Hospitals  for 
the  insane,  examine  the  commitment  papers  of  all  patients 
committed,  and  have  the  power  of  transferring  patients  from 
one  institution  to  another,  and  of  discharging  patients  im- 
properly restrained  of  their  liberty  on  the  alleged  ground  of 
insanity,  in  any  of  the  State  or  municipal  asylums,  or 
elsewhere.  All  questions  of  construction  of  buildings,  pur- 
chasing of  supplies,  and  general  management  remain  with 
the  Boards  of  Trustees  of  the  several  Hospitals ;  and  the 
State  Board  has  no  control  whatever  over  their  expendi- 
tures, and  no  voice  in  estimates  for  such  expenditures, 
excepting  that  its  opinion  is  required  to  be  given  in  the 
matter  of  estimates  for  extraordinary  expenses. 

It  is  hard  to  see  what  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
the  appointment  of  a  new  Board,  even  if  composed  of 
medical  experts,  which  would  have  no  larger  powers  than 
the  present  one.  If  the  new  Board  were  to  have  more 
complete  control,  and  so  were  enabled  to  bring  about, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  a  better  classification  of  the 
inmates  of  the  several  institutions  for  the  insane,  and  a  much 
needed  reduction  in  the  expense  to  the  State  of  caring  for 
the  pauper  insane,  the  Board  would  be  disposed  to  advocate 
its  establishment.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of  expense  it 
may  be  added,  that  while  the  creation  of  any  new  board 
must  involve  additional  outlay,  if  the  proposed  board  were 
to  be  unsalaried,  the  expense  need  not  at  first  be  very  large ; 
but  with  each  new  board  or  commission  created,  it  is  usually 
found  that  the  Commissioners  expand  their  work  largely  be- 
yond what  was  originally  proposed,  and  that  the  modest 
expenditures  at  the  beginning  soon  grow  to  be  larger  than 
even  the  most  enthusiastic  advocates  of  the  change  could 
anticipate. 

It  must  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  the  insane 
in  the  hospitals  and  asylums  of  the  Commonwealth  are 
under  medical  officers,  recognized  as  among  the  leading  ex- 
perts  of  insanity  in  the  State,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  munic- 
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ipal  insane  now  in  the  almshouses  will  be  placed  under 
their  care  by  the  Legislature.  With  all  that  has  been  ac- 
complished in  the  way  of  medical  treatment  of  the  insane,  it 
must  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  them 
never  recover,  and  that  recoveries  are  chiefly  due  to  the 
favorable  conditions  which  surround  the  inmates  of  every 
well-conducted  hospital. 

Any  legislation  in  reference  to  the  proposed  powers  and 
authority  of  a  Board  of  Insanity  should  only  be  adopted 
after  very  careful  consideration  and  study  of  the  subject.  If 
there  should  be  no  new  legislation  in  this  direction,  the 
Board  has  the  following  recommendations  to  offer : 

That  all  pauper  insane  persons  now  in  city  or  town  alms- 
houses, or  boarded  in  families  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
be  transferred  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  the 
State  Institutions  for  the  care  of  the  insane,  and  to  the  care, 
custody  and  control  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  the 
price  of  board  charged  the  several  cities  and  towns  for  per- 
sons so  transferred  be  fixed  at  $2.25  each  per  week,  the  ad- 
ditional cost  of  such  patients,  not  exceeding  $1.00  a  week, 
to  be  paid  from  the  State  Treasury ;  and  that  in  cases 
where  through  lack  of  room  it  is  impossible  to  make  the 
proposed  changes  at  once,  when  the  actual  cost  of  those 
remaining  under  town  care  exceeds  $2.25  per  .week,  the 
difference  be  paid  temporarily  by  the  State  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  State  Board ;  that  such  transfers  be  first 
made  from  towns  having  no  almshouses,  and  from  those 
having  the  smallest  number  of  insane  cases,  the  selection  to 
be  made  by  the  State  Board,  which  shall,  as  far  as  possible, 
place  each  patient  in  the  State  Institution  nearest  to  his 
home,  or  to  the  town  of  his  settlement. 

The  Board  agrees  with  the  Commission  in  recommending 
that  the  settlement  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Commonwealth 
be  so  amended  as  to  provide  : 

First,  that  any  man  or  woman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  State  for  three 
consecutive  years  shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
place. 

Second,  that  legitimate  children  shall  follow  and  have  the 
settlement  of  their  parents,  or  surviving  parent,  or  of  the 
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parent  to  whom  such  children  may  be  awarded  in  case  of 
divorce. 

Third,  that  all  settlements  acquired  by  laws  in  force  prior 
to  May  30,  1865,  shall  be  defeated  and  lost. 

Fourth,  that  all  persons  absent  from  the  State  for  ten 
consecutive  years  shall  thereby  lose  their  settlements. 

The  Penalty  Incurred  by  Certain  Toavns  for  Failure 
to  make  their  pauper  returns  in  due  tlme. 
The  law  requires  the  several  cities  and  towns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  make  certain  returns  of  pauper  statistics  to  the 
State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  during  the  month  of 
April  in  each  year,  and  imposes  a  penalty  of  one  dollar  for 
each  day's  delay  beyond  the  specified  time  in  making  such 
return.  Under  this  law  the  Board  reported  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  names  of  forty-one  cities  and  towns 
as  having  failed  to  make  their  returns  during  the  month  of 
April,  1897.  The  total  amount  of  penalty  thus  incurred 
was  $205,  with  an  average  of  $5  per  town.  The  largest 
amount  in  any  one  case  was  $61,  and  the  smallest,  $1. 

The  Relief  of  Small  Towns  in  the  Support  of  their 

Insane. 
Under  the  Act  of  1892,  providing  that  towns  having  a 
taxable  valuation  of  less  than  $500,000  may  be  partly  or 
wholly  reimbursed  for  the  support  of  their  insane  in  the 
State  Hospitals,  forty-nine  towns,  viz.  :  Becket,  Berlin, 
Bernardston,  Boxborough,  Charlemont,  Chesterfield,  Cum- 
mington,  Erving,  Florida,  Granby,  Granville,  Greenwich, 
Goshen,  Halifax,  Hampden,  Heath,  Holland,  Leverett,  Ley- 
den,  Mashpee,  Middlefield,  Monroe,  Monterey,  Montgomery, 
New  Salem,  Pelham,  Peru,  Phillipston,  Plainfield,  Prescott, 
Richmond,  Rowe,  Sandisfield,  Savoy,  Shutesbury,  Sunder- 
land, Tolland,  Truro,  Tyngsborough,  Tyringham,  Wales, 
Warwick,  Washington,  Wendell,  Westhampton,  West  Tis- 
bury,  Whately,  Windsor,  and  Worthington,  have  received 
relief.  The  law  leaves  it  to  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
determine  what  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  shall  be 
reimbursed;  and,  by  their  recent  ruling,  towns  having  a 
valuation  of  less  than  $200,000  are  allowed  their  expenses 
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in  full ;  towns  having  a  valuation  of  between  $200,000  and 
$300,000,  three-quarters  of  their  expenses  ;  and  towns  having 
a  valuation  of  between  $300,000  and  $500,000,  half  of  their 
expenses.  The  whole  sum  actually  paid  back  to  the  towns 
during  the  last  official  year  was  $10,387.45,  as  against 
$10,578.94  the  previous  year,  $7,935.63  two  years  ago, 
$6,552.13  three  years  ago,  and  $4,825.75  four  years  ago. 

The  Commitment  of  Indigent  and  Neglected  Children 
to  Truant  Schools. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  28  of  chapter  498  of  the 
Acts  of  1894,  "A  judge  of  the  superior  court,  or  of  a  police, 
district  or  municipal  court,  or  a  trial  justice,  upon  proof  that 
any  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  by  reason  of  orphanage 
or  of  the  neglect,  crime,  drunkenness  or  other  vice  of  parents, 
is  growing  up  without  salutary  parental  control  and  educa- 
tion, or  in  circumstances  exposing  such  child  to  lead  an  idle 
and  dissolute  life,  may  order  such  child  to  such  institution 
of  instruction  or  other  place  assigned  for  the  purpose  as  may 
be  provided  under  section  nineteen  of  this  act  by  the  town 
in  which  such  child  resides,  to  be  there  kept,  educated  and 
cared  for,  for  a  term  not  extending  beyond  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  for  boys,  or  eighteen  years  for  girls." 

The  "institution  of  instruction,"  provided  under  section 
nineteen,  is  either  a  county  or  town  truant  school,  for  the 
confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  of  "habitual  truants 
and  children  between  seven  and  fifteen  years  of  age  who  may 
be  found  wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places 
therein,  having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attend- 
ing school  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and  such  children 
as  persistently  violate  the  reasonable  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  public  schools." 

Thus  children  who  are  orphans,  or  whose  parents  are 
vicious,  while  they  themselves  are  guilty  of  no  offence,  may 
be  sent  to  associate  with  habitual  truants  and  other  children 
of  the  classes  described  in  section  nineteen,  until  they  are 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  law  is  unwise  and  unjust, 
and  the  Board  renews  its  recommendation  for  its  repeal. 
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The  Education  of  State  Children. 
The  Legislature  of  1896  passed  the  folio wing  Act : 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Cost  of  Education  in  the  Public 
Schools  of  Children  under  the  Charge  of  the  State 
Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  or  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  For  the  education  and  instruction  in  the  public 
schools  in  any  town  or  city  of  any  child  or  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  who  shall  be  placed,  boarded  or 
bound  out  by  the  state  board  of  lunacy  and  charity,  or  by  the 
trustees  of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial  schools,  or  kept  under  the 
control  of  either  of  said  boards  in  said  town  or  city,  other  than 
the  town  or  city  from  which  said  children  are  entitled  by  law  to 
receive  education  and  instruction,  the  Commonwealth  shall  pay  to 
such  town  or  city  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  week  of  five  days, 
or  major  part  thereof,  of  attendance  of  each  of  such  children  in 
the  public  schools. 

Section  2.  Settlements  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  towns 
and  cities  with  the  Commonwealth  under  this  act  shall  be  made 
annually  on  the  first  day  of  April,  and  the  amounts  found  due 
shall  be  paid  within  three  months  thereafter. 

Section  3.  The  money  received  by  said  cities  and  towns 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  added  by  them  to  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
of  such  cities  and  towns. 

Under  this  law,  and  an  appropriation  made  in  accordance 
therewith,  bills  of  73  different  cities  and  towns,  amounting 
to  $5,697,  were  audited  by  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity,  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, 
during  the  last  official  year.  The  largest  number  of  children 
so  instructed  and  paid  for  in  any  one  town  was  51,  in  the 
town  of  Belchertown  ;  the  smallest  number,  one ;  and  the 
total  number,  589.  The  largest  amount  paid  to  any  one 
town  was  $476  ;  the  smallest,  $4. 


184  LUNACY   AND   CHARITY.  [Jan. 

The  Support  of  Town  Paupers  Outside  of  Institutions. 
The  Legislature  of  1897  passed  the  following  Act : 

[Acts  or  1897,  Chapter  374.] 

An  Act  Relative  to  the  Support  of  the  Poor  in  Towns. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  In  towns  where  paupers  are  provided  for  otherwise 
than  in  a  workhouse  or  almshouse  the  overseers  of  the  poor  shall 
investigate  each  place  where  the  town  paupers  are  to  be  supported, 
and  shall  make  such  contract  for  the  support  of  town  paupers  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  will  secure  proper  care 
and  maintenance  for  such  paupers.  A  full  and  complete  record  of 
each  case  shall  be  kept,  containing  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
support  agreed  upon,  and  also  a  statement  of  what  services,  if  any, 
are  to  be  rendered  by  the  paupers.  A  majority  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  shall  certify  upon  the  records  that  such  investigation 
has  been  made  in  each  case  and  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  poor 
of  the  town  will  be  well  and  properly  cared  for.  The  overseers  of 
the  poor  shall  visit  each  place  where  the  town  paupers  are  provided 
for,  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  a  record  of  each  visit 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  paupers  visited  shall  be  kept. 

Section  2.  Any  overseer  of  the  poor  who  violates  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Section  3.  The  state  board  of  lunacy  and  charity  may  deter- 
mine in  what  manner  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  make  contracts 
for  the  support  of  town  paupers,  and  may  visit  and  inspect  all 
places  where  paupers  are  so  supported,  and  shall  have  full  power 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Ap- 
proved May  10,  1897. 

On  account  of  inquiries  made  by  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
with  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  several  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  the  Attorney  General  was  consulted  in  the  mat- 
ter;  and  on  June  21,  1897,  he  gave  the  Board  his  opinion 
that  the  law  applies  to  towns  only  and  not  to  cities  ;  that  it 
does  not  apply  to  inmates  of  the  State  Institutions ;  that  the 
word  "paupers"  in  the  law  includes  children  as  well  as 
adults,  but  only  such  children  and  adults  as  receive  full  sup- 
port;  and  that  "  the  duty  imposed  by  the  statute  is  personal, 
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and  is  imposed  upon  each  Overseer ;  that  is  to  say,  each 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  in  the  town  is  required  once  at  least  in 
three  months  to  visit  each  place  where  the  town  paupers  are 
provided  for,  and  to  make  a  record  of  his  visit  and  of  the 
condition  of  the  paupers  visited. " 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  a  special 
visitor  was  appointed  by  the  Board  to  make  inquiries  re- 
garding its  operation  in  the  several  towns  of  the  Common- 
wealth boarding  their  pauper  dependents  outside  of  institu- 
tions. The  results  of  this  visitation  are  too  recent  to  admit 
of  a  complete  report  with  regard  to  the  matter,  but  it  may 
be  stated  briefly  that  155  towns  reported  a  total  of  596  per- 
sons fully  supported  by  them  outside  of  institutions,  the 
number  of  such  dependents  varying  from  one  to  30  for  each 
town,  and  the  amount  paid  per  capita  for  such  support  vary- 
ing from  60  cents  per  week, — in  the  case  of  a  child,  to 
$50  per  month,  — in  the  case  of  an  aged  and  helpless  man. 

The  investigation  also  helped  to  confirm  the  first  impres- 
sion of  both  the  State  Board  and  the  municipal  authorities 
that  the  law,  as  it  stands  to-day,  is  impracticable  of  execution 
in  some  of  its  provisions.  It  is  too  much  to  require  of  all 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  that  they  should  individually  visit  the 
paupers  supported  by  them,  wherever  they  may  be,  four 
times  a  year;  nor  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  is  .such  fre- 
quent visitation  necessary.  Moreover,  the  penalty  imposed 
for  violation  of  the  law  is  excessive  in  amount,  and  there  is 
no  provision  for  its  enforcement.  The  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  have  in  every  instance,  so  far  as  appears,  expressed  an 
entire  readiness  to  comply  with  the  intent  of  the  law,  —  to 
keep  records  of  their  visits,  and  to  report  results  to  the 
State  Board ;  and  a  large  number  of  reports  have  already 
been  sent  in,  in  advance  of  any  special  provision  made  by  the 
Board  for  a  regular  form  of  report. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  shall  be  required  to 
visit  the  paupers  supported  by  them  outside  of  institutions 
twice  in  each  year,  either  by  one  of  their  number,  or  by  an 
agent ;  to  keep  records  of  such  visits,  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  support  agreed  upon,  certifying  upon  the 
records  that  in  their  opinion   the  paupers  so   boarded  are 
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properly  provided  for,  and  to  make  report  of  the  same  to 
the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  twice  in  each  official 
year ;  and  that,  in  the  event  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  any  town  to  make  such  reports 
within  the  year,  the  town  shall  forfeit  the  sum  often  dollars, 
the  amount  of  such  forfeiture  to  be  deducted  from  any  money 
which  may  be  due  the  town  from  the  State. 

Minor  Children  Supported  by  Cities  and  Towns. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  89,  Section  53,  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  is 
required  as  often  as  once  a  year  to  visit  all  minor  children 
supported  at  the  expense  of  any  city  or  town  ;  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  such  children  and  make  such  other  in- 
vestigation in  relation  thereto,  as  it  may  think  fit,  and  for 
this  purpose  may  have  private  interviews  with  such  children 
at  any  time. 

According  to  the  reports  made  by  the  several  cities  and 
towns  to  the  Board  during  the  last  official  year,  512  depen- 
dent children  were  supported  by  these  municipalities,  of 
whom  384  are  reported  as  boarding  with  strangers,  48 
with  parents,  and  34  with  other  relatives  ;  3  died,  and  43 
ceased  to  be  boarded  since  the  time  of  making  the  report. 
The  homes  where  the  children  are  boarded  were  all  visited 
by  agents  of  the  Board,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  chil- 
dren were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  provided  for. 

In  the  cases  of  juvenile  offenders  committed  by  the  Courts 
to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  the  question  of  settlement  is 
not  taken  into  consideration,  the  law  providing  that  all  such 
children,  whether  settled  or  non-settled,  shall  not  only  come 
under  the  care  and  control  of  the  State,  but  that  their  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid  from  the  State  Treasury ;  and  the 
same  is  true,  with  few  exceptions,  in  the  case  of  neglected 
children.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the 
class  of  wards  known  as  dependent  children,  or  those  who, 
by  reason  of  orphanage  or  the  poverty  of  their  parents, 
become  a  public  charge,  should  not  be  in  like  manner  cared 
for  and  controlled  by  the  State  authorities,  irrespective  of 
the  question  of  their  settlement.     As  a  matter  of  fact  it  not 
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infrequently  happens  that  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  order  to 
relieve  themselves  of  the  difficulty  of  properly  providing  for 
such  children,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  ex- 
pense of  their  support,  procure  their  commitment  by  the 
Courts  as  neglected  children.  The  added  expense  to  the 
State  in  boarding  these  children  which  the  suggested  change 
in  the  law  would  involve  would  of  course  be  considerable, 
but  the  law  already  requires  State  officials  to  visit  the 
children,  so  that  the  increased  cost  of  visitation  would 
amount  to  very  little.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the 
children  would  be  on  the  whole  better  cared  for  and  treated, 
and  that  they  would  be  given  a  better  opportunity  to  grow 
up  into  useful  citizens,  under  the  tried  and  approved  uni- 
form system  followed  by  the  State,  than  they  now  have, 
left  as  they  are  to  the  changing  ideas  and  methods  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  different  localities  where  they 
happen  to  be  born  or  placed,  —  officials  who  with  the  best 
of  intentions  are  rarely  especially  equipped  for  the  work, 
and  for  the  most  part  assume  it  unwillingly  as  a  necessary 
burden.  Doubtless  in  the  end  such  a  change  would  be  a 
saving  to  the  State  in  the  rescue  of  a  considerable  number 
of  its  citizens  from  lives  of  poverty  and  crime. 

The  Board  therefore  recommends  that  all  indigent  and 
neglected  children  below  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  sepa- 
rately supported  at  the  public  expense,  or  committed  by 
magistrates,  shall  hereafter  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  in  the  care  and  control  of  the  State 
Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity,  during  their  minority,  or  for 
such  time  as  such  support,  care  and  control  may  be  deemed 
necessary. 

The  Board's  Finances. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Legislative  appropriations 
for  expenses  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  for  the  cal- 
endar year  1896,  the  expenses  for  the  same  year,  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  1897,  and  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1898.     The  expenses  for  the  year  1897  are  not  completed. 
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Appro- 
priations. 
1896. 

Expenses. 
1896. 

Appro- 
priations. 
1897. 

Estimates. 

1898. 

Expenses    of    the    Board,    including 
travelling    and    other   expenses    of 
the  members,  and  salaries  and  ex- 
penses in  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  and 
Auditor, 

$5,000  00 

$4,527  54 

$6,000  00 

$5,000  00 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  In-Door  Poor, 

40,000  00 

37,313  82 

40,000  00 

40,000  00 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Out-Door  Poor,    . 

24,300  00 

23,423  68 

25,000  00 

27,000  00 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Inspector  of  Institutions,    . 

12,000  00 

11,791  35 

11,000  00 

11,000  00 

Travelling  and  other    necessary    ex- 
penses of  Auxiliary  Visitors,    . 

1,500  00 

1,165  01 

1,500  00 

1,400  00 

Transportation  of  State  paupers, 

20,000  J)0 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

18,000  00 

Support  and  relief  of  State  paupers 
in  State  Lunatic  Hospitals  and  Asy- 
lums, and  of  State  lunatic  paupers 
boarded  in  families;  and  reimburse- 
ment   of    towns   for    paupers   sup- 
ported   in   the    State   Lunatic  Hos- 
pitals,   for    the    current    year  and 
previous  years, 

190,000  00 

189,454  47 

200,000  00 

200,000  00 

Expenses  attending  the  management 
of  cases  of  settlement  and  bastardy,* 

1,000  00 

991  52 

- 

- 

Care  and  maintenance  of  indigent  and 
neglected     children     and     juvenile 
offenders, 

80,000  00 

82,026  29 f 

91,000  00 

100,000  00 

Education  and  instruction  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  indigent  and  neglected 
children  and  juvenile  offenders,  for 
the  current  year  and  the  previous 
year 

12,000  00 

8,000  00 

Support  of  State  paupers  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  School    for  the   Feeble- 
Minded,  and  the  Hospital  Cottages 
for  Children, 

10,000  00 

7,738  40 

8,500  00 

10,000  00 

Support  of  sick   State  paupers,   and 
cases  of  wife-settlement,   by   cities 
and  towns,  for  the  current  year  and 
previous  years, 

65,000  00 

64,999  91 

87,300  00 

125,000  00 

Burial  of  State  paupers  by  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  current  year  and  pre- 
vious years, 

10,000  00 

9,999  63 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

Temporary  aid  for  State  paupers  and 
shipwrecked  seamen   by  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  current  year  and  pre- 
vious years, 

20,000  00 

19,999  96 

40,000  00 

40,000  00 

Support  of  State  pauper  infants, 

25,000  00 

28,418  26t 

29,000  00 

32,000  00 

Expenses  incurred  in  connection  with 
small-pox  and  other   diseases   dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health,  for  the 
current  year  and  previous  years, 

3,000  00 

2,259  61 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

$506,800  00 

$504,109  45 

$584,300  00 

$630,400  00 

Note.—  The  decrease  in  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation  for  ex- 
penses of  the    Board  is  because  it  is  expected  that  an  amendment  of 


*  Recent  legislation   has  placed  these  cases  under  the  management  of  the   Attorney 
General.  f  Deficiency. 


1898.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


189 


chapter  374  of  the  Acts  of  1897  will  render  the  visitation  required  by  that 
Act  no  longer  necessary.  The  increase  in  the  estimate  for  the  appropria- 
tion for  salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor  is  on 
account  of  the  increase  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  involving  the 
employment  of  an  additional  visitor.  The  decrease  in  the  estimates  for 
the  appropriations  for  the  travelling  and  other  necessary  expenses  of 
Auxiliary  Visitors,  the  transportation  of  State  paupers,  and  the  educa- 
tion of  State  children  is  because,  in  each  case,  the  expenditures  of  the 
current  year  appear  to  warrant  the  reduction.  The  increase  in  the 
estimate  for  the  appropriation  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  indigent 
and  neglected  children  and  juvenile  offenders  is  owing  to  the  estimated 
deficiency  of  the  current  year,  and  the  prospect  that  the  number  of 
children  coming  under  the  care  of  the  State  will  be  sufficiently  larger, 
during  the  coming  year,  to  warrant  the  appropriation  named.  The 
increase  in  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  State 
paupers  in  the  Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded  and  the  Hos- 
pital Cottages  for  Children  is  a  return  to  the  estimate  and  appropria- 
tion for  1896,  shown  to  be  necessary  by  the  deficiency  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  increase  in  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  sick  State  paupers  by  cities  and  towns  is  not  only  on  account 
of  an  anticipated  increase  in  numbers,  but  because  of  the  large  accumu- 
lation of  unpaid  bills,  amounting  to  $40,000,  more  or  less,  in  addition 
to  bills  more  than  covering  the  amount  of  the  current  appropriation. 
The  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  State  pauper  in- 
fants is  on  account  of  the  increased  number  of  this  class  of  dependents 
to  care  for  and  visit. 

The  expenses  for  the  official  year,  —  October  1,  1896,  to 
September  30,  1897,  —  were  as  follows  :  — 


Expenses  of  Board,       .... 
Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,    . 
Department  of  Inspection  of  Institutions, 
Auxiliary  Visitors,        .         .         .    •     . 
Transportation  of  State  Paupers, 
State  Lunatic  Hospitals,  etc., 
Indigent  and  [Neglected  Children,  etc., 
Education  of  State  Children, 
Support  of  Feeble-Minded,  etc.,  . 
Support  of  Sick  State  Paupers,   . 
Burial  of  State  Paupers,      . 
Temporary  Aid  of  State  Paupers, 
Support  of  Pauper  Infants, 
Dangerous  Diseases,     .... 

Total, 


$5,039  92 
37,779  58 
25,345  94 
10,332  39 

1,232  86 

18,599  14 

187,273  67 

*107,231  69 

5,697  00 

8,472  35 
83,148  63 

8,144  15 
34,342  24 
29,510  45 

4,508  25 

$566,658  26 


*  Inclusive  of  the  sum  of  $14,507.50,  the  amount  of  bills  properly  chargeable  to 
the  previous  year,  but  not  rendered  until  after  October  1,  1896. 
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DETAILS. 


EXPENSES   OF   THE   BOARD. 

Salaries : 
John  D.  Wells,  Clerk  of  the  Board,    . 
Henry  J.  Jenner,  Assistant,          . 
Albert  A.  Carlton,  Visitor, 

Travelling  expenses  of  members,        .        . 

Printing, 

Stationery, 

Postage,  telegrams,  messenger  service,  etc  , 

Publications, 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 

Total, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  IN-DOOR  POOR. 

Salaries : 
Stephen  C.  Wrightington,  Superintendent, 


$2,200  00 

*475 

00 

f69 

45 

f  2,744  45 

877 

31 

212 

64 

161 

89 

269 

29 

121 

38 

652 

96 

$5,039  92 

$3,200  00 


Central  Division. 
Joshua  F.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Deputy  Superintendent. 
Henry  H.  Fairbanks,  Clerk, 
Thomas  M.  Doane,  Transportation  Officer, 
Emma  T.  Cornish,  Transportation  Officer 
Emma  S.  White,  Clerk, 
Charles  A.  Colcorcl,  Settlement  Clerk, 
Edward  F.  Morgan,  Clerk,    . 
Mary  J.  Breslin,  Clerk, 
Annette  E.  Barnes,  Clerk,     . 
Berndt  F.  Heurlin,  Clerk, 
Patrick  Glynn,  Messenger,    . 
C.  Warren  Leach,  Clerk, 


Division  of  Visitation. 
Bertha  W.  Jacobs,  Deputy  Superintendent, 
George  H.  Hull,  Visitor, 
Charles  K.  Morton,  Visitor,  . 
Thomas  P.  Bagley,  Visitor,  . 
Frederick  G.  Southmayd,  Visitor, 
G.  Frederick  Davis,  Visitor, 
Edward  W.  Bowker,  Visitor, 
William  W.  Foster,  Visitor, . 
David  Walker,  Visitor, 


Amount  carried  forward, 


1,800  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

700  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

700  00 

600  00 

f300  00 

800  00 

f30  00 

$1,500  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

$23,630  00 

*  Rate,  $500. 


t  Temporary  service. 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

$23,630  00 

Nathan  Coe,  Visitor, 

1,000  00 

Henry  L.  Gardner,  Visitor, 

1,000  00 

Mary  S.  Beale,  Visitor, 

*1,150  00 

E.  Mabel  Tyler,  Visitor, 

700  00 

Lucy  B.  Hancock,  Visitor, 

f875  00 

Adelaide  I.  Smith,  Visitor, 

$33  29 

Alice  A.  Page,  Visitor, ......... 

600  00 

Ellen  L.  Lynch,  Clerk, 

600  00 

Lilla  D.  Baker,  Clerk, 

700  00 

Annie  A.  McBride,  Clerk, 

700  00 

Annie  E.  Hancock,  Visitor,  .                 

600  00 

Mary  Agnes  Perrault,  Visitor, 

§685  56 

Grace  F.  Ordway,  Visitor, 

||511  67 

Florence  Faden,  Clerk, 

1T130  65 

Total  salaries, 

$32,916  17 

Printing, , 

69  43 

Stationery, 

736  85 

Postage,  expressage,  telegrams  and  telephone,  . 

1,087  24 

Publications, 

220  20 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 

364  03 

Travelling  and  other  expenses  of  Superintendent,     . 

665  60 

Travelling  expenses : 

Joshua  F.  Lewis, $1,196  56 

Emma  S.  White, 38  16 

Edward  F.  Morgan, 485  34 

1,720  06 

Total  Department  of  In-Door  Poor,      .... 

$37,779  58 

DEPARTMENT   OF   OUT-DOOR  POOR 

Salaries : 
William  P.  Derby,  M.D.,  Superintendent,    . 
George  B.  Tufts,  Deputy  Superintendent,   . 
Edwin  F.  Cummings,  M.D.,  Medical  Visitor, 
Sarah  M.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Medical  Visitor, 
Edward  I.  White,  Visitor, 
Frederick  A.  Burt,  Visitor, 
Willard  D.  Tripp,  Visitor, 
Henry  D.  Hawkes,  Visitor, 
Benjamin  W.  Peck,  Visitor 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$2,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,300  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 

$13,600  00 


*  Rate,  $1,200. 

t  Rate,  $900. 

%  Part  of  the  year ; 


rate,  $799. 


§  Rate,  $700. 

||  Part  of  the  year ;  rate, 

If  Temporary  service. 
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Amount  brought  fonvard, 

William  J.  Hinchcliffe,  Visitor, 
Harry  H.  Pray,  Visitor, 
William  H.  Nichols,  3d,  Visitor, 
Albert  A.  Carlton,  Visitor,   . 
Robina  A.  Morison,  Clerk,    . 
Annie  F.  Merrill,  Clerk, 
Georgiana  C.  Faclen,  Clerk, . 
Eleanor  A.  Eames,  Clerk, 
Katherine  A.  Kiley,  Clerk,   . 
Emma  W.  Kelley,  Clerk, 
Justine  D.  Ferris,  Clerk, 

Total  salaries, 

Printing,  .... 
Stationery,  .... 
Postage,  expressage,  telegrams  and  telephone, 

Publications, 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 


Visitors'  travelling  expenses : 
Edwin  F.  Cummings, 
Edward  I.  White, 
Willard  D.  Tripp,       . 
Henry  D.  Hawkes, 
Benjamin  W.  Peck,    . 
William  J.  Hinchcliffe, 
Frederick  A.  Burt, 
Harry  H.  Pray,  . 
William  H.  Nichols,  3d, 
Albert  A.  Carlton, 


$13,600  00 

*1,075  00 

1,000  00 

f45  70 

f672  49 

800  00 

700  00 

600  00 

700  00 

$531  99 

§675  00 

||  127  42 

$20,527  60 

421  44 

342  97 

599  84 

38  04 

96  32 

$15  00 

440  00 

393  98 

494  27 

537  50 

256  55 

521  11 

343  50 

7  59 

310  23 

2  31 Q  72 

Total  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  . 


$25,345  94 


DEPARTMENT   OF   INSPECTOR   OF   INSTITUTIONS. 

Salaries  : 
Charles  E.  Woodbury,  M.D.,  Inspector, 
Henry  C.  Prentiss,  M.D.,  Deputy  Inspector, 
Henry  A.  Purdie,  Clerk,        .... 
Sarah  Chapman,  Clerk,         .... 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$3,000  00 

1,800  00 

1,000  00 

800  00 

$6,600  00 


*  Rate,  $1,100. 

t  Temporary  service. 

%  Part  of  the  year  ;  rate,  $700. 


Rate,  $700. 

Part  of  the  year ;  rate,  $600. 
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Amount  brought  forward, f6,600  00 

Mabel  E.  Simmons,  Visitor, 

Sadie  L.  Powers,  Clerk, 

Annie  A.  Folger,  Visitor, 

Lowell  F.  Wentworth,  M.D.,  Visitor,  .... 

Total  salaries, 

Printing, 

Stationery, 

Postage,  expressage,  telegrams  and  telephone,  . 

Publications, 

Miscellaneous  expenses,       .        .         .  ,  . 

Travelling  expenses : 

Charles  E.  Woodbury,       ....     $575  80 

Henry  C.  Prentiss, 144  99 

Henry  A.  Purdie, 77  12 

Mabel  E.  Simmons, 374  97 

Annie  A.  Folger, 272  82 

Lowell  F.  Wentworth,       .         .         .         .        93  43 

1,539  13 

Miscellaneous  expenses  on  account  of  insane  boarded  out,  142  90 


*421 

50 

f675 

00 

$266 

66 

§261 

29 

$8,224  45 

147 

29 

71 

20 

150 

67 

33 

00 

23 

75 

Total  Department  of  Inspector  of  Institutions,    .         .       $10,332  39 


Auxiliary  visitors. 
Travelling  and  other  expenses, $1,232  86 


TRANSPORTATION   OF   STATE  PAUPERS. 

Travelling  expenses  of  officers  : 

Thomas  M.  Doane, $828  58 

Emma  T.  Cornish, 559  39 

Charles  E.  Colcord, 108  27 

Edward  F.  Morgan, 4  72 

$1,500  96 

Foreign  fares, 8,906  88 

Inland  fares, 4,203  45 

Carriage  and  express, 1,172  10 

Food  and  lodging, 628  80 

Assistance  and  miscellaneous  expenses,      ....  1,686  06 

Transportation  to  State  Almshouse, 500  89 

Total, $18,599  14 


*  Part  of  the  year ;  rate,  $700.  J  Part  of  the  year ;  rate, 

f  Rate,  $700.  §  Temporary  service. 
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STATE   LUNATIC  HOSPITALS,  ETC. 

Support  of  State  Patients: 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, $28,207  78 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 24,006  26 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 36,678  70 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 11,988  48 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum, 18,691  32 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 21,104  72 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates,  11,174  97 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum, 19,804  96 

$171,657  19 

Insane  boarded  out,      ........  5,229  03 

Reimbursement  of  towns, 10,387  45 

Total,     ..........  $187,273  67 


INDIGENT  AND  NEGLECTED   CHILDREN,  ETC. 

Board,  clothing,  etc.,     ....                          . 

$89,767  18 

Mrs.  Bean's,          .... 

3,492  58 

Mrs.  White's,        .... 

. 

3,637  86 

Travelling  expenses  of  visitors  : 

Bertha  W.  Jacobs,      . 

$62  84 

George  H.  Hull, 

360  84 

Charles  K.  Morton,    . 

822  58 

Thomas  P.  Bagley,     . 

408  17 

Frederick  G.  Southmayd, 

653  94 

David  Walker,   . 

784  22 

Nathan  Coe, 

1,079  89 

Henry  L.  Gardner,     . 

912  74 

Edward  W.  Bowker,  . 

.       129  21 

G.  Frederick  Davis,    . 

.       625  93 

William  W.  Foster,    . 

.      811  31 

Mary  S.  Beale,   . 

.      582  96 

Lucy  B.  Hancock, 

.      598  62 

Alice  A.  Page,    . 

.      631  19 

E.  Mabel  Tyler, 

.      245  23 

Mary  A.  Perrault, 

.      547  30 

Adelaide  I.  Smith, 

69  98 

Annie  E.  Hancock,     . 

.      378  66 

Grace  F.  Ordway, 

.      628  46 

10,334  07 

Total, 

$107,231  69 

EDUCATION  OF  STATE  CHILDREN. 

City  and  town  bills, 

$5,697  00 
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SUPPORT   OF   FEEBLE-MINDED,   ETC. 

Custodial    cases    in  Massachusetts    School    for    Feeble- 


Minded, 

$6,575  44 

Cases  in  Hospi 

tal  Cottages  for  Children,    . 

SUPPORT   OF  SICK   STATE  PAUPERS. 

1,896  91 

Total,     . 

$8,472  35 

City  and  town  bills  of 

1888, 

.         .         . 

$2  14 

a                it 

" 

1889, 

3  17 

li 

" 

1891, 

163  69 

« 

" 

1892, 

199  06 

u 

" 

1893, 

922  19 

it                    u 

..                u 

u                    .t 

« 

1894, 
1895, 
1896, 

1,145  32 

6,§44  89 

68,310  35 

It               14 

u 

1897, 

. 

5,857  82 

Total,      . 

$83,148  63 

BURIAL 

OF   STATE   PAUPERS. 

City  and  town 

K                 it 
tt                  tt 

bills  of 

1893, 
1894, 
1895, 

'    $7  00 

28  00 

265  00 

" 

tt 

1896, 

. 

6,125  00 

tt                   It 

"      1897, 

TEMPORARY 

AID    OF   STATE   PAUPERS. 

1,719  15 

Total, 

$8,144  15 

City  and  town 

bills  of 

1889, 

$28  00 

" 

6 

1890, 

26  00 

" 

6 

1892, 

28  00 

u 

' 

1893, 

227  15 

tt                it 

' 

1894, 

853  40 

tt                tt 

' 

1895, 

2,606  39 

It                       tt 

4 

1896, 

20,179  11 

" 

1897, 

3,619  50 

$27,567  55 

Foreign  fares, 

. 

4,908  76 

Inland  fares, 

. 

1,425  93 

Carriage  and  express, 

234  01 

Food  and  lodging, 

128  17 

Miscellaneous, 

77  82 

Total,     . 

i 

• 

$34,342  24 
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PAUPER   INFANTS. 


Board  of  infants, $24,483  67 


Medicine,  medical  attendance,  clothing,  etc., 

Expenses  of  nursery, 

Travel  of  Visitors : 

Sarah  M.  Crawford,  .... 

Edwin  F.  Cummings, 


$484  70 
172  43 


Total, 


3,020  27 
1,349  38 


657  13 


$29,510  45 


DANGEROUS   DISEASES. 

City  and  town  bills  of  1893, 
"  1894, 
"  1895, 
"  1896, 
"      1897, 

Total,     .... 


$55  00 
1,437  23 

586  30 
1,917  26 

512  46 

$4,508  25 


The  above  details  may  be  classified  as  follows  :  — 


Salaries, 

Travelling  expenses, 

Printing, 

Stationery,    . 

Other  office  expenses 

Support  of  State  wards, 

Transportation,     . 

Support  of  Insane  and  Feeble-Minded 

Support  of  State  Out-Door  Poor, 


$64,412  67 

20,243  31 

850  80 

1,312  91 

3,656  72 

133,051  48 

19,124  54 

193,862  56 

130,143  27 

$566,658  26 


It  should  be  noted  that,  in  regard  to  the  last  two  items  of 
expenditure  in  this  classification,  amounting  to  $324,005.83, 
the  function  of  the  Board  is  simply  to  ascertain  whether  the 
persons  to  whom  payment  is  made  are  properly  chargeable 
to  the  State,  and  also  whether  the  charges  are  within  the 
amount  fixed  by  law  ;  and  that  it  is  only  the  remaining  ex- 
penses, amounting  to  $242,652.43,  which  are  actually  within 
the  Board's  control. 

Under  the  law  authorizing  advances  to  the  disbursing  offi- 
cer of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity,  the  Clerk  has 
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received  from  the  State  Treasurer  during  the  past  official 
year,  and  advanced  from  time  to  time,  to  visitors  and  other 
agents  of  the  Board,  for  travelling,  transportation,  and  other 
necessary  expenses,  the  sum  of  $32,015.00,  all  of  which  has 
been  accounted  for  in  detail  to  the  State  Auditor,  as  a  part 
of  the  Board's  audit. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  the  Board  has  received,  during  the 
year,  in  the  way  of  repayment  from  sundry  towns  and  indi- 
viduals, as  follows  :  — 

On  account  of,  — 

Temporary  Aid, $7  00 

Pauper  Infants, 621  50 

There  has  also  been  received :  — 

From  the  United  States  for  reimbursement  of  immi- 
gration expenses, $2,556  84 

From  certain  Steamship  Companies  for  the  support 

of  alien  immigrants, 915  62 

Making  a  total  of, $4,100  96 

This  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  should  be  credited  to  the  Board's  account, 
although  not  available  for  its  use. 


Immigeation. 
The  agreement  made,  March  28,  1894,  between  the  State 
Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  and  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  matter  of  the  support  of  alien 
immigrants,  is  still  in  force.     The  agreement  is  as  follows  : 

Agreement. 

This  agreement  entered  into  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  March, 
1894,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration  for  the  Customs  Ports 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  by 
the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  party  of  the  second  part,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  immigration,  approved  August  3, 
1882,  and  the  Acts  in  amendment  thereof,"  —  Witnesseth  : 

That  the  party  of  the  second  part  undertakes  to  provide  at  the 
hospitals   controlled   by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,   or  at  their 
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domicils  in  case  of  danger  to  life  from  removal,  from  the  date  of 
notification  to  the  Bureau  of  Immigration,  provided  the  immi- 
grant's right  to  relief  is  established,  suitable  accommodations  for 
such  aliens  as  shall  become  public  charges  from  accident  or  bodily 
ailment  or  disease,  or  physical  or  mental  inability  to  earn  a  living, 
which  is  of  a  grave  nature,  or  is  likely  to  be  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter, during  the  first  year's  residence  of  the  immigrant  in  the 
United  States. 

The  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  transport  to  and  treat 
and  care  for  in  hospital  any  alien  immigrant  who,  during  his  first 
year's  residence  in  the  United  States,  has  become  a  public  charge  by 
reason  of  accident,  bodily  ailment  or  physical  or  mental  inability 
to  earn  a  living,  of  a  grave  nature  or  likely  to  be  of  a  permanent 
character,  and  to  render  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  of  each  month,  a  sworn  statement  with  vouchers  in 
duplicate,  for  all  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  preceding  month 
incurred  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  in  executing  this  contract, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seventy-five  cents  per  day  each,  and  if 
more  than  seven  days,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per 
week  each,  for  such  alien  immigrants,  heretofore  described,  as 
may  be  provided  for  in  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  or  at  their  domicils  in  case  of  danger  to  life  from 
removal,  which  account,  when  audited,  shall  be  paid  on  or  before 
the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  account  may  be  ren- 
dered. 

It  is  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  contract  that  neither  party 
shall  be  bound  to  execute  its  provisions  or  incur  any  liability  be- 
yond the  amount  properly  applicable  thereto,  under  the  Acts  herein 
cited  ;  and  it  is  further  understood  that  the  circular  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  No.  177,  entitled  "  Maintenance  and  Deportation 
of  Alien  Immigrants  "  shall  be  considered  as  part  and  parcel  of  this 
contract,  and  that  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  or  practising  physician,  designated  by  this  Bureau,  shall 
have  access  to  any  patient  cared  for  under  this  contract. 

Provided,  that  this  contract  may  be  revoked  by  either  party 
thereto  giving  to  the  other  party  sixty  days'  notice  in  writing  of  its 
intention  to  terminate  said  contract ;  and  when  sixty  days  shall 
have  expired,  after  such  notice  shall  be  given,  this  contract  shall 
cease  and  terminate. 

In  Testimony  Whereof  the  party  of  the  first  part,  being  duly 
authorized  thereto,  has  hereto  appended  his  signature  this  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  March,  1894. 

(Signed)         Stephen  C.  Wrightington, 
Commissioner  of  Immigration  for 
the  Customs  Ports  of  Massachusetts. 


1898.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  199 

And  Now  in  testimony  of  the  foregoing,  by  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  I,  George  W.  Johnson,  hereunto  duly  authorized, 
have  subscribed  the  name  of  said  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity, 
this  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.D.,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
By  (Signed)         Geo.  W.  Johnson, 

Chairman. 

The  Circular  of  the  Treasury  Department,  referred  to  as  a 
part  of  the  contract,  is,  as  amended  July  24,  1897,  as  fol- 
lows :  ■ — 

Amendatory  to  Department  Circular  No.  177  of  November 
29,  1893,  Relating  to  Maintenance  and  Deportation  of 
Alien  Immigrants. 

1897.    Department  Circular  No.  107. 

Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Immigration, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  24,  1897. 

The  Attention  of  all  Concerned  is  Called  to  the  Following  Instructions : 

Rule  1.  All  alien  immigrants  before  they  are  landed  shall  be 
inspected  and  examined,  as  by  law  provided,  on  shipboard  or  at 
a  suitable  place  provided  for  the  convenience  of  the  owners  of 
vessels  transporting  them  and  the  comfort  of  the  immigrant, 
where  they  may  be  temporarily  placed  whilst  undergoing  such 
examination.  During  such  time,  and  until  finally  discharged  and 
landed,  said  immigrants  shall  be  deemed  and  treated  as  on  ship- 
board, and  the  owners,  consignee,  or  master  of  the  vessel  trans- 
porting them  shall  be  liable  for  all  expenses  incurred  in  lodging, 
feeding,  and  caring  for  them,  or  said  immigrants  may  be  remanded 
on  board  ship,  or  taken  on  board  ship,  by  the  master  thereof, 
who  shall  be  responsible  for  their  safe-keeping. 

Rule  2.  Upon  arrival  all  alien  immigrants  shall  be  inspected 
and  examined  without  unnecessary  delay.  Those  qualified  to  land 
shall  be  promptly  discharged.  Those  detained  for  special  inquiry 
shall  have  a  speedy  hearing  and  be  either  discharged  or  ordered 
deported.  If  an  appeal  is  prayed  the  record  of  proceedings  shall 
at  once  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner-General  of  Immi- 
gration at  Washington.  All  expenses  incurred  in  lodging,  feed- 
ing, and  maintaining  alien  immigrants,  during  the  period  covered 
by  these  proceedings,  shall  be  borne  by  the  steamship  company, 
owners,  or  master  of  the  vessel  transporting  them.  No  appeal 
shall   be  received  or  transmitted   which  is  applied  for  after  the 
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immigrant  has  been  transferred  from  the  immigrant  station  to  be 
deported. 

Rule  2a.  In  order  to  carry  out  that  portion  of  section  10  of 
the  act  approved  March  3,  1891,  which  provides  4' that  all  aliens 
who  may  unlawfully  come  into  the  United  States,  shall,  if  practi- 
cable, be  immediately  sent  back  on  the  vessel  by  which  they  were 
brought  in,"  it  is  directed  that  notice  of  appeal  from  an  order  of 
deportation  shall  be  filed  promptly,  and  the  record  transmitted 
within  thirty-six  hours  thereafter,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  for 
the  delay  accompany  the  papers.  Attorneys  and  friends  who 
appear  on  behalf  of  the  appellant  must  file  their  briefs  and  state- 
ments within  that  time,  to  be  transmitted  with  the  record,  unless 
additional  time  is  allowed  by  the  Commissioner,  who  may  require 
a  deposit  of  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  defray  the  maintenance 
of  said  appellant  for  the  time  caused  by  the  delay. 

Application  to  furnish  bond  in  behalf  of  a  debarred  immigrant 
will  not  be  considered  unless  a  deposit  of  money  is  made  sufficient 
to  defray  his  or  her  expense  whilst  awaiting  a  decision. 

Rule  2b.  A  weekly  report  of  detained  immigrants  must  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  which  shall  contain  the  following  information, 
viz  :  Date  of  detention,  cause  of  same,  and  disposition  of  case. 

Rule  2c.  Attorneys  and  persons  appearing  in  behalf  of  de- 
tained immigrants  shall  not  be  permitted  to  charge  a  sum  exceed- 
ing five  dollars  ($5)  in  each  case,  unless  the  Commissioner  shall, 
in  writing,  allow  an  additional  compensation,  which  fee  shall  be 
payable  through  the  Commissioner.  Any  one  charging  an  immi- 
grant a  fee  prior  to  his  detention,  or  charging  or  receiving  from  an 
immigrant  or  his  relatives  or  friends,  a  fee,  gift,  or  compensation 
for  his  services  in  excess  of  above  rates,  or  who  shall  deprive  an 
immigrant  of  any  part  of  his  chattels  or  effects  in  lieu  of,  or  as 
security  for,  said  fee,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  practice  at  any 
immigrant  station  in  the  United  States. 

Rule  3.  Upon  the  arrival  of  an  alien  immigrant,  helpless  from 
sickness,  physical  disability,  or  infancy,  who  is  detained  for  further 
inquiry,  one  person  only  (if  necessary)  shall  be  detained  to  look 
after  and  care  for  such  helpless  immigrant,  the  natural  guardian 
or  a  relative  to  be  selected.  The  transportation  company  to  be 
responsible  for  their  maintenance  whilst  so  detained.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  family  (if  any)  shall  proceed  on  their  journey  or 
defray  their  own  expenses. 

Rule  4.  In  case  of  an  immigrant  not  qualified  to  land,  but  who 
would  be  entitled,  upon  proof  of  certain  facts,  such  as  the  case  of 
a  woman  who  claims  to  have  a  husband,  father,  or  brother,  resi- 
dents in  this  country,  able  and  willing  to  support  her,  she  may  be 
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detained  a  reasonable  time  until  such  husband,  father,  or  brother 
can  be  communicated  with.  The  transportation  company  to  be 
responsible  for  her  maintenance  in  such  and  like  cases  until  a  final 
decision  is  reached. 

Rule  5.  Immigrants  qualified  to  land  shall  be  promptly  dis- 
charged and  landed,  and  if  they  desire  to  wait  for  friends  or 
remittances  they  may  be  permitted  to  do  so  upon  payment  of 
all  costs  and  expenses,  which  should  not  be  charged  to  the  trans- 
portation company.  In  cases  where  an  immigrant  qualified  to 
land  is  unable,  from  accident  or  unavoidable  circumstances,  to 
immediately  continue  his  journey  and  is  without  sufficient  means 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  enforced  delay,  the  Commissioner  of 
Immigration  may,  in  his  discretion,  pay  said  expense,  reporting 
said  case  to  the  Bureau  of  Immigration  with  reasons  for  his  action, 
and  ask  that  such  expense  be  paid  out  of  the  "  immigrant  fund." 

Rule  6.  In  case  of  the  arrival  of  sick  and  disabled  immigrants 
unable  to  travel,  said  immigrants  shall  be  removed  to  hospitals 
provided  for  their  care,  and  shall  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner  or  master  of  the  vessel  transporting  them  until  suffi- 
ciently recovered  either  to  be  landed  or  deported,  and  whilst 
detained  in  hospital  shall  not  be  considered  as  landed  until  ex- 
amined and  discharged,  or  said  immigrant  shall  remain  on  ship- 
board until  able  and  ready  to  be  landed  or  deported. 

Rule  7.  Any  alien  immigrant  who  shall  come  into  the  United 
States  in  violation  of  law  may  be  returned,  as  by  law  provided,  at 
any  time  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  arrival,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  person  or  persons,  vessel,  transportation  company,  or 
corporation  bringing  such  alien  ;  and  any  alien  immigrant  who 
shall  become  a  public  charge  within  one  year  after  his  arrival  from 
causes  existing  prior  to  his  landing  may  be  returned  at  the  expense 
of  said  above-named  parties.  The  expense  above-mentioned  shall 
include  all  expenses  incurred  for  maintenance  and  transportation 
on  land,  after  such  cases  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Bureau 
of  Immigration,  provided  said  Bureau,  upon  investigation,  has 
ascertained  the  case  to  be  one  for  deportation,  and  has  so  ordered. 

Rule  8.  Any  immigrant  who  has  been  lawfully  landed  and  has 
become  a  public  charge  within  one  year  from  date  of  landing, 
from  accident  or  bodily  ailment,  or  disease,  or  physical  inability 
to  earn  a  living,  which  is  likely  to  be  of  a  permanent  character, 
shall  be  deported  at  the  expense  of  the  "  immigrant  fund,"  upon  a 
proper  case  for  relief  being  first  established  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Bureau  of  Immigration:  Provided,  said  pauper  immigrant  is 
delivered  at  a  port  designated  by  the  Bureau  of  Immigration,  free 
of  charge,  and  said  "  immigrant  fund"  shall  be  liable  to  pay  any 
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public  or  charitable  institution  fixed  charges,  agreed  upon,  for  the 
care  of  any  alien  immigrant  who  has  fallen  into  distress  within 
and  until  the  end  of  one  year  from  the  time  of  landing,  and  has 
become  a  public  charge  from  above  causes,  from  the  date  of 
notification  to  the  Bureau  of  Immigration  and  establishment  of 
said  immigrant's  right  to  relief. 

Rule  9.  Immigrants  who  are  detained  under  rules  4  and  6 
(awaiting  proofs,  etc.,  or  who  are  sick  and  in  hospital)  should  pay 
for  their  own  maintenance,  and  the  transportation  company  shall 
be  held  only  as  security  for  the  payment  of  subsistence  and  hospi- 
tal expenses.  Access  to  such  immigrants  shall  be  permitted  to  an 
agent  of  said  transportation  company  to  request  payment  thereof, 
and  should  said  immigrants  refuse  or  be  unable  to  pay  the  same, 
it  shall  be  a  circumstance  to  be  considered,  upon  arriving  at  a 
decision  in  his  case,  as  to  whether  he  may  or  may  not  be  likely  to 
become  a  public  charge. 

Rule  10.  No  charge  for  food,  lodging,  or  maintenance,  or  for 
hospital  attendance,  medicines,  or  other  expenses  shall  be  made  in 
excess  of  the  actual  cost  of  furnishing  the  same,  the  intention 
being  to  make  the  service  self-sustaining  without  profit. 

Herman  Stump, 
Commissioner- General  of  Immigration. 

Approved  :  L.  J.  Gage,  Secretary. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  Commonwealth  is  reim- 
bursed from  the  immigrant  fund,  created  by  head-tax  collec- 
tions, for  the  support  of  such  alien  immigrants  as  have  entered 
the  State  and  fallen  into  serious  distress,  and  become  a 
public  charge,  within  one  year  from  their  landing  in  the 
country,  —  such  distress  having  arisen  from  causes  existing 
subsequent  to  their  landing.  In  cases  where  the  causes  of 
distress  existed  prior  to  landing,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Steam- 
ship Companies  bringing  the  immigrants  into  the  United 
States  to  carry  them  back  again,  and  also  to  reimburse  the 
State  for  the  expense  of  their  support.  In  both  instances 
the  claim,  if  finally  established,  is  allowed  from  the  date  of 
the  first  notice  by  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  to 
the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Immigration  for  the  ports 
of  Massachusetts. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  contract  the  Board  received 
and  transmitted  to  the  State  Treasurer,  during  the  last  offi- 
cial year,  sums  amounting  to  $3,472.46,— $2,556.84  from 
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the  immigrant  fund  and  $915.62  from  sundry  Steamship 
Companies.  There  were  159  cases  allowed,  namely,  130  as 
charges  against  the  immigrant  fund  and  29  as  charges  against 
the  Steamship  Companies;  —  the  immigrants  whose  expense 
was  paid  for  by  the  Steamship  Companies  being  deported  by 
those  Companies  to  the  ports  whence  they  sailed.  The  159 
cases  were  provided  for  as  follows  :  —  35  in  the  State  Alms- 
house ;  3  in  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital ;  3  in  Northampton 
Lunatic  Hospital ;  1  in  Westborough  Insane  Hospital ;  7  in 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital ;  55  in  Boston  City  Hospital ;  8  in 
Boston  Carney  Hospital ;  12  in  Worcester  Hospital;  5  in 
Lynn  Hospital ;  4  in  Fall  Eiver  Hospital ;  6  in  Holyoke  Hos- 
pital ;  3  in  Newton  Hospital ;  3  in  Salem  Hospital ;  3  in  Mai- 
den Hospital ;  2  in  Brockton  Hospital ;  2  in  Fitchburg 
Hospital ;  1  in  Cambridge  Hospital ;  1  in  Gardner  Hospital ; 
1  in  North  Adams  Hospital;  and  4  at  their  domiciles,  viz., 
3  in  Boston  and  1  in  the  Town  of  Harwich. 

The   following   statistics    have    been    obtained    from   the 
Commissioner  of  Immigration. 


Arrivals  at  the  Ports  of  Massachusetts  from  Foreign  Ports 
for  the  Year  ending  September  30,  1897. 


nationality  of  vessels. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

Number 

Barred  from 

landing. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

British, 

American,         .... 
Others,     ..... 

712 
42 

29 

48,134 

3,604 

528 

44 
2 

3 

Total,        .... 

783 

52,266 

46 

3 

Classification  of  Passengers  arriving  at  the  Ports  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  Foreign  Ports  for  the  Year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1897. 

Aliens  from  Transatlantic  Ports, 12,765 

Aliens  from  Dominion  of  Canada, 19,765 

American  Citizens  from  Dominion  of  Canada,     .         .         .         .11,571 

American  Citizens  from  Transatlantic  Ports,        ....  2,651 

Tourists  and  visitors  from  Transatlantic  Ports,    ....  375 

Cattlemen  from  Transatlantic  Ports,     .        .         .         .                 .  5,091 

Barred  from  landing  from  Transatlantic  Ports,    ....  46 

Barred  from  landing  from  Dominion  of  Canada,  ....  2 


Total, 52,266 
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Classification  of  Passengers  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Boston 
from  Transatlantic  Ports  for  the  Year  ending  September 
30,  1897. 

Steerage 10,742 

Intermediate, 2,528 

Cabin, 2,583 

Cattlemen, 5,091 

Stowaways, 113 

Total, 21,057 
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Destination  of  Immigrants  arriving  at  Boston, 


States  and  Terkitories. 

1^ 

to 

a 

a 

States  and  Territories 

3 

m 

s 

North  Atlantic 
Maine,    . 

DivL 

'ion. 

106 

141 

North  Central  Division  — 
Concluded. 

Nebraska 

13 

•4 

New  Hampshire, 

101 
20 

215 
19 

Kansas,        . 

Total 

7 

1 

Vermont, 

457 

332 

Massachusetts, 

4,123 

5,756 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, . 
New  York,    . 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Total,      . 

219 

47 

379 

9 

89 

5,093 

332 
27 

219 

11 

66 

6,786 

South  Central  Division. 
Kentucky 

Tennessee,  . 

Alabama,     . 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana,   . 

Texas 

1 

2 
4 

- 

South  Atlantic  Division. 
Delaware,      . 
Maryland 

4 
4 

3 

1 

Oklahoma,  . 
Arkansas,    . 

Total 

1 
8 



District  of  Columbia,  . 

1 

- 

Western  Division. 

Virginia,        .,.".. 

1 

1 

Montana,     . 

12 

3 

West  Virginia, 

1 

- 

Wyoming,  .... 

10 

1 

North  Carolina,    . 

1 

1 

Colorado,     . 

6 

3 

South  Carolina,    . 

- 

1 

New  Mexico, 

- 

- 

Georgia,        . 

2 

2 

Arizona,       . 

- 

- 

Florida 

- 

_ 

Utah 

3 

- 

Total,      . 

14 

9 

Nevada 

1 

- 

Idaho, 

- 

- 

North  Central  Division. 

Washington, 

2 

2 

Ohio, 

38 

14 

Oregon,        . 

3 

- 

Indiana, 
Illinois,. 

7 
158 

5 
158 

California,  .... 
Total 

14 
51 

6 
15 

Michigan, 

.        . 

39 

32 

Recapitulation. 

Wisconsin,    . 

11 

18 

North  Atlantic  Division,  . 

5,093 

6,786 

Minnesota,    . 

. 

113 

61 

South  Atlantic  Division,    . 

14 

9 

Iowa, 

27 

15 

North  Central  Division,     . 

457 

332 

Missouri, 

5 

6 

South  Central  Division,     . 

8 

- 

North  Dakota, 

27 

14 

Western  Division, 

51 

15 

South  Dakota, 

12 

4 

Total,    . 

5,623 

7,142 
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Occupations  of  Immigrants  arriving  at  Boston. 


to 

£ 

QJ 

a> 

00 

<x> 

a 

a 

"3 

0) 

"3 

5 

Professional. 

Skilled  —  Concluded. 

Actors, 

4 

- 

Seamstresses, 

- 

30 

Artists, . 

6 

- 

Shipwrights, 

i 

- 

Clergy,  . 

37 

- 

Shoemakers, 

59 

- 

Editors, 

2 

- 

Spinners 

40 

28 

Engravers, 

3 

- 

Stonecutters, 

11 

- 

Lawyers, 

. 

4 

- 

Tailors 

54 

1 

Musicians, 

. 

15 

- 

Tinners,       . 

16 

- 

Physicians, 

. 

8 

- 

Tobacco  manufacturers,    . 

o 

- 

Teachers, 

17 

16 

Watch  and  clock  makers, 

1 

" 

All  others,  not  specified,     . 

22 

25 

Weavers 

Wheelwrights,    . 

99 

o 

145 

Total  professional, 

118 

41 

- 

All  others,  not  specified,  . 

90 

24 

Skilled. 

Total  skilled, 

1,113 

345 

Accountants,  etc., 

3 

2 

Bakers 

37 

_ 

Barbers  and  hairdressers,   . 

7 

_ 

Miscellaneous. 

Blacksmiths, 

42 

_ 

Agents,  factors,  . 

36 

1 

Butchers 

25 

_ 

Bankers, 

3 

- 

Cabinetmakers,     . 

5 

_ 

Cooks, 

11 

51 

Carpenters  and  joiners, 

79 

_ 

Farmers, 

295 

- 

Clerks, 

139 

11 

Grocers, 

14 

- 

Coopers 

7 

_ 

Hotel-keepers,     . 

3 

- 

Dressmakers, 

_ 

103 

Laborers,     . 

2,580 

- 

Engineers,    . 

38 

_ 

Merchants,  dealers, 

78 

- 

Gardeners,    . 

27 

1 

Servants, 

103 

4,366 

Glaziers,        . 

1 

_ 

Shepherds,  . 

5 

- 

Iron-workers, 

13 

- 

All  others,  not  stated 

178 

43 

Jewelers,       . 

5 

- 

Total  miscellaneous,     . 

3,306 

4,461 

Locksmiths 

2 

- 

Machinists,    . 

30 

_ 

Mariners 

139 

_ 

No  occupation,  including 

Masons,          . 

17 
19 

: 

women  and  children, 
Total 

1,086 

2,295 

Mechanics,  not  specified,     . 

1,086 

2,295 

Millers, ..... 

4 

- 

Miners 

23 

_ 

Painters,        . 

32 

_ 

Re  capitulation. 

Plasterers 

4 

_ 

Professional, 

118 

41 

Plumbers,      . 

22 

_ 

Skilled, 

1,113 

345 

Printers 

14 

_ 

Miscellaneous,     . 

3,306 

4,461 

Saddlers  and   harnessmak- 

2 

- 

No  occupation,    . 
Total,    . 

1,086 

2,295 

ers,    . 

5,623 

7,142    - 

In  addition  to  the  above,  19  alien  immigrants  who  arrived 
at  the  port  of  New  York  were  returned  to  the  countries 
whence  they  came ;    one  male  who  landed   at  the  port  of 
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Philadelphia,  45  males  and  20  females  who  landed  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  one  male  and  2  females  who  landed  at  the 
port  of  New  Bedford,  and  one  male  who  landed  at  Mon- 
treal, were  relieved  in  hospital. 

Statistics  of  Immigration  at  the  Port  of  New  Bedford 
during  the  year. 
The  whole  number  of  passengers  arriving  was  323.  Of 
these,  323  were  taxable  immigrants,  —  all  Portuguese  ;  216 
were  males,  107  females  ; —  34  were  under  15  years  of  age, 
257  between  fifteen  and  forty,  and,  32  over  forty.  Their 
destinations  were  as  follows  :  California,  5  ;  Connecticut,  15  ; 
Massachusetts,  258  ;  Maine,  3  ;  New  York,  7  ;  Rhode  Island, 
34;  Pennsylvania,  1.  Their  occupations:  carpenters,  1; 
clerks,  1  ;  dressmakers,  1 ;  farmers,  4 ;  laborers,  19  ;  mar- 
iners, 180  ;  seamstresses,  26  ;  servants,  47  ;  no  occupation,  44. 

Statistics  of  Immigration  at  the  Port  of  Gloucester  during 

the  year. 
The  whole  number  of  passengers  arriving  was  5,  all    of 
whom  came  from  Canadian  ports. 

Statistics  of  Immigration  at  the  Port  of  Provincetown 
during  the  year. 
The  whole  number  of  passengers  arriving  was  13,  all 
Portuguese  males,  between  the  ages  of  15  and  40.  Their 
destinations  were  as  follows  :  Massachusetts,  12  ;  California, 
1.  Their  occupations  :  carpenters,  1  ;  clerks,  1 ;  laborers,  9  ; 
no  occupation,  2. 

The  amount  of  Head   Money  collected   at  the   Ports  of 
Massachusetts  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :  — 

Boston. 

1896. 

October, $1,245  00 

November, 444  00 

December, 256  00 

1897. 

January, 124  00 

February, 230  00 

Amount  carried  forward, $2,299  00 
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Amount  brought  jorward, $2,299  00 

March, 663  00 

April, 1,541  00 

May, 3,274  00 

June, 1,474  00 

July, 877  00 

August, 1,174  00 

September, 1,884  00 

$13,186  00 

1896-1897. 

New  Bedford, 323  00 

Provincetown, 13  00 

Total, $13,522  00 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  alien  immi- 
grants arriving  at  the  port  of  Boston  from  transatlantic  ports 
in  each  official  year  from  May  10,  1848,  when  State  super- 
vision began,  to  the  close  of  the  last  official  year,  September 
30,  1897:  — 


1848, 

13,927 

1874 

20,223 

1849, 

29,518 

1875 

13,468 

1850, 

24,739 

1876 

8,118 

1851, 

23,307 

1877 

5,765 

1852, 

19,618 

1878 

6,471 

1853, 

21,206 

1879 

10,895 

1854, 

24,229 

1880 

33,626 

1855, 

14,408 

1881 

43,642 

1856, 

14,022 

1882 

52,416 

1857, 

12,536 

1883 

42,384 

1858, 

4,551 

1884 

30,030 

1859, 

7,096 

1885 

19,929 

1860, 

7,874 

1886 

28,512 

1861, 

5,091 

1887 

40,415 

1862, 

2,196 

1888 

43,351 

1863, 

5,316 

1889 

33,979 

1864, 

5,830 

1890 

30,802 

1865, 

7,057 

1891 

31,556 

1866, 

11,527 

1892 

31,234 

1867, 

11,266 

1893 

28,143 

1868, 

15,128 

1894 

14,673 

1869, 

26,414 

1895 

23,508 

1870, 

30,069 

1896 

, 

18,274 

1871, 

22,904 

1897, 

»    , 

12,765 

1872, 

25,957 



1873, 

31,042 

>     r 

rota 

1, 

1,041,007 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  here  presents  a  summary  of  its  official  pro- 
ceedings from  the  time  of  issuing  the  last  Annual  Report. 


Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  January  2,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing  a 
visit  made  to  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  ;  Monthly  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Institutions  ;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  authorizing 
the  transfer  of  four  children  from  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to 
the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  ;  (2)  suggesting  to  the  Trustees 
of  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  the  advisability  of  placing  electric 
lights  about  the  grounds  of  the  Institution  ;  (3)  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  25  women  from  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the 
asylum  ward  of  the  State  Almshouse. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-door  and  Out-Door  Poor  ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding three  adoptions. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Resignation  of  William  H.  Nichols,  3rd,  as  temporary  visitor  in 
the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  and  the  appointment  of  Albert 
A.  Carlton  in  his  place. 

Appointment  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr.  Pratt,  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Haskell,  as  a  Committee  to  appear  before  any 
Committees  of  the  Legislature  on  matters  of  concern  to  the  Board. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  February  6,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspector 
of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  40  men  and  200  women  from  the  State  Lunatic  Hospi- 
tals to  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  ;  (2)  providing  for  the  transfer 
of  a  patient  from  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  Danvers  Lunatic 
Hospital ;   (3)  ordering  commitments  of  insane  persons  from  Suf- 
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folk  County  to  be  made  to  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  until  farther 
order. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding six  adoptions. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Action  requesting  the  Governor  to  appoint  the  Chairman,  with 
Dr.  Hildreth  as  substitute,  to  represent  the  Commonwealth  at  the 
meeting  of  Charities  and  Correction  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans  on 
the  3rd  proximo. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting ,  Saturday,  March  6,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  Worcester  and  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospitals,  Worces- 
ter Insane  Asylum,  and  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  providing  for 
regular  weekly  returns  from  the  private  insane  asylums;  (2)  pro- 
viding for  the  transfer  of  a  patient  from  the  State  Almshouse  to 
Medfield  Insane  Asylum;  (3)  ordering  commitments  of  insane 
persons  from  Suffolk  County  to  be  made  to  Westborough  Insane 
Hospital  until  farther  order. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities  :  Monthly  reports  of  the  Su- 
perintendents of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding one  adoption. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  April  3,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  Dr.  Bemis's  private  asylum,  Worcester  Lunatic 
Hospital  and  Worcester  Insane  Asylum. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Institutions  ;  recommendations  adopted,   (1)  providing 
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for  the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the 
Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  and  an  inmate  of  the  same  Hos- 
pital to  the  Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded  ;  (2)  accept- 
ing the  resignation  of  Mabel  E.  Simmons,  as  visitor  in  the 
Inspector's  Department. 

Recommendation  that  a  license  be  granted  Dr.  Eugene  W.  Hill 
of  Newton,  to  establish  and  maintain  a  private  asylum  for  the 
insane  ;  the  matter  having  been  referred  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Board  for  investigation  and  report. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor  ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding five  adoptions. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Hearing  in  the  matter  of  a  petition  for  the  return  of  a  ward  of 
the  State  to  her  former  home. 

Voted,  That  the  Board  declines  to  approve  of  the  payment  on  State 
account  of  bills  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  any  inmates  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Hospitals  that  are  classed  as  private  patients  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge  therefrom. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  May  1,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  Worcester  and  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospitals,  West- 
borough  Insane  Asylum,  Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  the  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates,  and  the  Lyman 
School  for  Boys. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  discharging 
three  boarded-out  patients  from  the  custody  of  the  Board;  (2) 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  two  inmates  of  Medfield  Insane 
Asylum  to  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  for  the  transfer  of 
an  inmate  of  the  State  Farm  to  a  Lunatic  Hospital;  (3)  recom- 
mending to  the  Governor  the  appointment  of  the  Inspector  of 
Institutions  as  a  delegate  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medico- 
Psychological  Association  to  be  held  at  Baltimore  on  the  11th  inst. ; 
(4)  ordering  commitments  of  insane  persons  from  Suffolk  County 
to  be  made  to  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  until  farther  order. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommenda- 
tions adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of 
inmates  of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  including  five  adoptions. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Appointment  of  Annie  A.  Folger  to  provisional  service  as 
visitor  in  the  Department  of  Inspector  of  Institutions. 

Special  Meeting,  Saturday,  May  29,  1897. 
Receipt   of    a   communication   from    the    Governor   regarding 
alleged  lobbying  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the  Board's  employees, 
and  action  thereon. 

Adjourned  Meeting,   Tuesday,  June  1,  1897. 
Farther   action   regarding   the   letter  of   the   Governor  to  the 
Board  concerning  alleged  lobbying  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the 
Board's  employees. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  June  5,  1897. 

Annual  election  of  officers.  Mr.  Johnson  elected  Chairman, 
and  Mrs.  Codman,  Vice  Chairman. 

Stephen  C.  Wrightington  elected  Superintendent  of  In-Door 
Poor;  William  P.  Derby,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  Out-Door 
Poor;  Charles  E.  Woodbury,  M.D.,  Inspector  of  Institutions; 
and  John  D.  Wells,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 

Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  the  State  Almshouse,  Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 
Northampton  and  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospitals,  the  Lyman  School 
for  Boys,  and  the  buildings  of  the  Epileptic  Hospital  at  Monson. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions ;  recommendations  adopted,  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  two  inmates  of  the  State  Almshouse  to  Taunton  Luna- 
tic Hospital,  an  inmate  of  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  to  Worcester 
Lunatic  Hospital,  and  an  inmate  of  the  State  Farm  to  the  State 
Almshouse  ;  and  also  of  200  men  and  25  women  from  the  different 
State  Hospitals  to  Medfield  Insane  Asylum. 

Recommendation  that  Lewis  S.  Hawes  be  refused  a  license  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  private  asylum  for  the  insane  in  the  town 
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of  Dover,  the  matter  having  been  referred  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Board  for  investigation  and  report. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding three  adoptions. 

Hearing  in  the  matter  of  a  claim  of  the  Commonwealth  against 
the  City  of  Brockton. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses 
for  infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Receipt  of  a  reply  from  the  Governor  to  the  Board's  answer  to 
his  communication  regarding  alleged  lobbying  on  the  part  of  cer- 
tain of  the  Board's  employees,  and  action  thereon,  with  reference 
to  a  hearing  in  the  matter. 

Appointment  of  Auxiliary  Visitors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Recommendation  to  the  Governor  for  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Pratt,  and  Mr.  Haskell,  as  delegates  from  the  Board 
to  represent  the  Commonwealth  at  the  meeting  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  to  be  held  at  Toronto, 
Canada,  July  7-14,  1897. 

Subscription  for  75  copies  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction. 

Special  Meeting,  Tuesday,  June  8,  1897. 
Receipt  of  a  communication  from  members  of  the  Legislature 
named  in  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Board  as  complainants  in 
the  matter  of  the  alleged  lobbying  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the 
Board's  employees,  and  action  thereon. 

Special  Meeting,  Saturday,  June  19,  1897. 
Action  providing  for  a  public  hearing  to  be  held  in  the  matter 
of  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Board  with  regard  to  the  alleged 
lobbying  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the  Board's  employees. 

Special  Meeting,  Friday,  June  25,  1897. 

Beginning  of  hearing  in  the  matter  of  the  alleged  lobbying  on 
the  part  of  certain  of  the  Board's  employees.  Hearing  adjourned 
to  Friday,  July  1,  and  continued  through  that  and  the  two  fol- 
lowing days,  closing  Saturday,  July  3. 

At  all  these  hearings  Mr.  Johnson  declined  to  act,  for  reasons 
given  to  the  Board. 
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Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  July  3,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  Northampton  and  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospitals. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  ordering 
commitments  of  insane  persons  from  Suffolk  County  to  be  made  to 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  until  farther  order  ;  (2)  providing  for 
the  transfer  of  15  women  from  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to 
Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  and  for  the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charity  :  Monthly  reports  of  the  Super- 
intendents of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding one  indenture  and  one  adoption. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Consent  given  to  the  transfer  of  Katherine  A.  Kiley  from  the 
employment  of  the  Board  to  that  of  the  Commissioners  of  Prisons. 

Receipt  of  an  opinion  from  the  Attorney  General  with  reference 
to  the  interpretation  of  several  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter  374  of 
the  Acts  of  1897,  being  an  Act  relative  to  the  support  of  the  poor 
in  towns. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  Monday,  July  12,  1897. 

Appointment  of  Justine  D.  Ferris  as  clerk  in  the  Department  of 
Out-Door  Poor,  in  place  of  Katherine  A.  Kiley,  resigned. 

Appointment  of  Florence  Faden  as  temporary  clerk  in  the 
Department  of  In-Door  Poor. 

Action  providing  for  the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of  Taunton  Luna- 
tic Hospital  to  the  State  Farm,  and  of  an  inmate  of  the  same  Hos- 
pital to  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday  August  7,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of  the 
State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions  ;  recommendations  adopted,  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  two  inmates  of  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  to  Danvers 
Lunatic  Hospital,  and  of  an  insane  inmate  of  the  State  Farm  to 
the  Lawrence  Almshouse. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommenda- 
tions adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of 
inmates  of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  including  one  adoption. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses 
for  infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Special  Meeting,  Saturday,  August  28,  1897. 
Consideration  of  draft  of  a  report  to  the  Governor  regarding  the 
matter  of  alleged  lobbying  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the  Board's 
employees. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  September  4,  1897. 

Adoption  of  draft  of  a  report  to  the  Governor  of  the  Board's 
investigation  and  hearing  in  the  matter  of  complaint  against  cer- 
tain employees  of  the  Board  charged  with  lobbying. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  the  State  Alms- 
house, the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  and  the  private  asy- 
lums of  Drs.  Heald,  Russell,  Baker,  Paine,  Wiswall,  and  Hill. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to 
the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  an  inmate  of 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  and 
also  for  the  transfer  of  30  pauper  inmates  of  the  State  Asylum 
for  Insane  Criminals  at  the  State  Farm,  to  the  Medfield  Insane 
Asylum  ;  (2)  ordering  commitments  of  insane  persons  from  Suf- 
folk County  to  be  made  to  Westborough  Insane  Hospital  until 
farther  order. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor  ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board, 
including  two  adoptions. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Temporary  transfer  of  Albert  A.  Carlton  from  the  Department 
of  Out-Door  Poor  to  the  work  of  visitation  of  towns  under  the 
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direction  of  the  Board,  required  by  the  provisions  of  Chapter  374 
of  the  Acts  of  1897. 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  certify  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  reported  by  the 
Inspector  of  Institutions  as  having  failed  to  make  the  annual  pauper 
returns  required  by  Sections  34  and  35  of  Chapter  84  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  within  the  month  of  April,  1897,  together  with  the  amount  of 
penalty  incurred  in  each  instance,  under  the  provision  of  Section  37  of 
the  same  Chapter. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  October  2,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing  a 
visit  to  the  State  Farm. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  providing  for 
the  transfer  of  11  inmates  of  the  Boston  Insane  Hospital  to  Wor- 
cester Insane  Asylum  ;  (2)  providing  for  the  transfer  of  an  inmate 
of  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Massachusetts  School  for 
Feeble-Minded  ;  (3)  directing  the  Clerk  to  suggest  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Insane  Hospital  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  the  need 
of  a  closer  night  supervision  of  patients,  in  view  of  the  recent 
suicide  at  Pierce  Farm  ;  (4)  ordering  commitments  of  insane  per- 
sons from  Suffolk  County  to  be  made  to  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital 
until  farther  order. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-door  Poor ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding one  indenture,  and  one  adoption  ;  also  the  appointment  of 
Ellen  A.  Brown  of  Salem  as  Auxiliary  Visitor. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Appointment  of  Committee  on  Annual  Report. 

Special  Meeting,  Monday,  November  1,  1897. 
Consideration  of  matters  relating  to  the  Annual  Report. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  November  6,  1897 . 
Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,   showing 
visits   made   to   Danvers    Lunatic   Hospital,    Pierce    and    Austin 
Farms,  the  State  Industrial  School,   the  State  Farm,   and  Mrs. 
Bean's  house  at  Arlington. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  oat  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  ordering 
commitments  of  insane  persons  from  Suffolk  County  to  be  made  to 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  until  farther  order;  (2)  providing  for 
the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of  the  State  Almshouse  to  Westborough 
Insane  Hospital,  and  of  an  inmate  of  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  to 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital ;  (3)  providing  for  special  consider- 
ation of  the  portion  of  the  Inspector's  Report  relating  to  the  recent 
homicide  at  the  State  Almshouse,  and  the  recent  suicide  at  Dan- 
vers  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities  :  Monthly  reports  of  the  Super- 
intendents of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommendations 
adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  discharge  of  inmates 
of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluding seven  adoptions  ;  also  the  appointment  of  Izie  Brown,  of 
Norway,  Me.,  as  Auxiliary  Visitor. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Action  on  applications  for  increase  of  salaries  of  certain  em- 
ployees of  the  Board. 

Recommendation  that  the  application  of  Edward  H.  Wis  wall  for 
authority  to  re-locate  his  private  asylum  for  the  insane  at  Welles- 
ley  be  granted,  the  matter  having  been  referred  by  the  Governor 
to  the  Board  for  investigation  and  report. 

Action  on  a  bastardy  case. 

Appointment  of  Ellen  E.  Bull  as  temporary  visitor  in  the  De- 
partment of  Inspector  of  Institutions. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  December  4,  1897. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Institutions,  showing 
visits  made  to  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and 
Inebriates,  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  Mrs.  White's  house  at 
Ludlow,  the  buildings  of  the  Epileptic  Hospital  at  Monson,  West- 
borough Insane  Hospital,  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys,  and  the 
State  Almshouse. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  removal  of  insane  persons  out  of 
the  State,  and  action  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lunacy  :  Monthly  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Institutions;  recommendations  adopted,  (1)  ordering  com- 
mitments of  insane  persons  from  Suffolk  County  to  be  made  to  the 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  until  farther  order  ;   (2)  providing  for 
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the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  to  Danvers 
Lunatic  Hospital. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Charities :  Monthly  reports  of  the 
Superintendents  of  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor ;  recommenda- 
tions adopted,  involving  action  on  applications  for  the  discharge 
of  inmates  of  the  State  Farm,  and  children  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  including  five  adoptions  ;  also  the  appointment  of  Susan 
Barrus,  of  Williamsburg,  as  Auxiliary  Visitor. 

Action  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  maintain  boarding-houses  for 
infants. 

Report  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor. 

Adoption  of  a  portion  of  the  Annual  Report  presented  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Report. 

Action  with  reference  to  the  recent  suicide  at  the  Danvers 
Lunatic  Hospital,  and  the  homicide  at  the  State  Almshouse. 

Action  on  estimates  for  the  annual  appropriations  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  Saturday,  December  18,  1897. 

Hearing  on  the  case  of  an  abandoned  infant. 

Action  on  the  Annual  Report. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
Almshouse  and  State  Farm  for  the  year  1898,  viz.,  for  salaries  and 
expenses  at  the  State  Almshouse,  $153,500  ;  for  salaries  and  ex- 
penses at  the  State  Farm,  $137,000. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools  for  the  year  1898,  viz.,  for  salaries 
and  expenses  at  the  State  Industrial  School,  $32,525  ;  for  educa- 
tion of  girls  by  towns,  $125  ;  for  building  a  cow  barn,  $5,500  ;  for 
lighting  apparatus,  $6,500  ;  for  salaries  and  expenses  at  the  Lyman 
School,  $62,475  ;  for  education  of  boys  by  towns,  $350  ;  for  visita- 
tion expenses,  $6,800.  Disapproval  of  the  estimates  of  $1,500  for 
boarding  girls  and  $3,000  for  boarding  boys.  Disapproval  of  the 
estimate  of  $25,000  for  building  a  school-house  at  the  Lyman 
School,  the  Board  being  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  building  would 
involve  a  serious  departure  from  the  established  cottage  system 
of  the  Institution. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  West- 
borough  Insane  Hospital :  for  purchase  of  land  authorized  by 
Acts  of  1897,  Chapter  276,  $4,443.31  ;  for  furnishing,  fitting  up, 
and  painting  interior  of  new  building  for  acute  cases,  $12,000. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  North- 
ampton Lunatic  Hospital :  for  repairs  and  improvements  in 
administration  building,  $35,000  ;  for  repairs  and  improvements  in 
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basement,  $5,000;  for  addition  to  south  wing,  etc.,  $3,500;  for 
equipment  of  laboratory,  $750  ;  for  pumping  plant  and  addition  to 
electric  plant,  $2,000. 

Regarding  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  Danvers 
Lunatic  Hospital,  viz.,  for  furnishing  new  cottage  for  female 
nurses,  $2,500 ;  for  laying  tile  or  asphalt  floors  in  bath-rooms, 
$1,500;  for  land  for  sewage  plant  and  expenses,  $2,550,  the 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  expenses  in  question  should  be 
paid  from  the  Hospital  surplus. 

Approval  of  the  estimate  of  the  Trustees  of  Worcester  Lunatic 
Hospital  of  $25,000  for  a  nurses'  home.  Regarding  the  estimate 
of  the  same  Trustees  of  $60,000  for  building  an  addition  to  the 
hospital  to  contain  a  new  kitchen  and  rooms  for  outside  help,  the 
Board  approves  of  the  erection  of  such  a  building  at  a  moderate 
expense. 

Approval  of  the  estimate  of  the  Trustees  of  Taunton  Lunatic 
Hospital  of  $2,000  for  repairs  and  improvements  in  the  west  middle 
wing. 

Approval  of  the  estimate  of  the  Trustees  of  Medfield  Insane 
Asylum  of  $25,000  for  current  expenses  above  income.  Regarding 
the  estimate  of  the  same  Trustees  of  $15,000  for  machine*  and 
carpenter  shop,  etc.,  the  Board  approves  of  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  Wednesday,  December  29,  1897. 
Re-transfer  of  Albert  A.  Carlton  to  the  position  of  visitor  in  the 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

Voted,  That  the  Board  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the 
Trustees  of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools,  and  the  Trustees  of  the 
State  Almshouse  and  the  State  Farm,  to  furnish  the  State  Board  of 
Lunacy  and  Charity  with  copies  of  their  annual  estimates  for  the  ex- 
penses of  said  Institutions  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  of 
each  year ;  and  also  requiring  the  Trustees  of  the  several  State  Hospitals 
and  Asylums  for  the  Insane  to  furnish  the  Board  with  copies  of  their 
estimates  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  said  Institutions  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  of  each  year. 

Adoption  and  signing  of  draft  of  Annual  Report. 
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APPENDIX    I 


THE  PAUPER  ABSTRACT. 


WITH  ADDITIONAL  TABLES  OF  VALUATION,  ANNUAL  COST, 
NUMBERS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  STATE   ESTABLISHMENTS; 
AND   STATISTICS   CONCERNING  INSAN- 
ITY IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


COMPILED  BY  THE  DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  INSTITUTIONS. 
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CHILDREN,   IDIOTS   AND   INSANE. 


Table  IV.  —  Statistics  of  Children  under  16,  and  Idiotic  and  In- 
sane Persons  among  the  Paupers  Fully  Supported  within  the 
Year  ending  March  31,  1897. 
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New  Ashford 
New  Marlborc 
North  Adams 
Otis, 
Peru, 
PittsHeld, 
Richmond, 
Sandisfield, 

E. 

gton 

gton 
>ugh 

4 

4 
2 

5 

3 

1 

7 
1 

2 
3 

1 

2 

2 
5 

3 
1 

33 

3 
4 

4 

6 
2 

1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

31.9 

3. 
4. 

4. 

6. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

.9 

7.9 

2. 

31 

3 
4 
4 

6 

2 

2 

7 
2 

78 

14 

3 
6 
1 
6 
2 
1 
13 

3 

9 
5 
3 

2 
23 

1 

38 

1 

3 

67.4 

10.7 

3. 
4. 
1. 
6. 
2. 
1. 
11. 

3. 

9. 

4.9 

1.6 

2. 
20.9 

1. 

27. 
1. 
3. 

49 

12 

3 
1 

1 
6 
1 
1 
9 

3 

7 
3 

1 

2 
17 

1 
8 
1 
3 

16 

2 

4 
18 

2 

2 

1 
2 

1 
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Children 
der  16 

UN 

Idiotic. 

Insane. 

TOWNS 

Remaining 
Mar.  31, 

1897. 

u 

Remaining 
Mar.  31,  1897. 

h 

1* 

o 

V* 

o 

COUNTIES. 

<D 

a 

a. 

a> 
.q 

0J 

a 

a  i- 

-  ~- 
2  °° 

.a 
a 

11, 
cs 
© 

o  m 

Alms- 
houses. 

ewhere 

o 

e 

H 

o 

> 

< 

tt 

o 

> 
< 

aW 

a          - 

Berkshire  — Con. 

Savoy,     . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

2.2 

2 

- 

1 

Sheffield, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

7 

5.7 

6 

_ 

- 

Stockbridge,  . 

5 

- 

4 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

5. 

5 

- 

- 

Tyringharn,    . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Washington,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

West  Stockbridge, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

Wiiliamstown, 

1 

- 

- 

3 

2.8 

3 

8 

8. 

8 

- 

Windsor, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.6 

- 

1 

.9 

1 

- 

- 

Total, 

29 

4 

15 

41 

40.2 

38 

161 

137.9 

106 

24 

7 

Bristol. 

Acushnet, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.6 

4 

- 

- 

Attleborough, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

9 

8.4 

8 

- 

- 

Berkley, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.4 

1 

- 

- 

Dan  mouth,     . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

9 

8.9 

5 

2 

- 

Dighton, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.1 

1 

- 

- 

Easton,    . 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.4 

1 

15 

14.3 

12 

3 

- 

Fairhaven, 

5 

- 

_ 

1 

.4 

- 

7 

5.4 

3 

2 

- 

Fall  River,      . 

176 

21 

26 

10 

9.8 

9 

181 

147.7 

130 

11 

4 

Freetown, 

2 

- 

2 

5 

5. 

5 

2 

1.5 

1 

- 

- 

Mansfield, 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

4 

3.1 

3 

- 

- 

New  Bedford, 

20 

4 

_ 

10 

8.4 

7 

91 

71.4 

52 

18 

- 

No.  Attleborough, 

2 

- 

1 

4 

4. 

4 

11 

9. 

10 

- 

- 

Norton,  . 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1. 

1 

5 

3.9 

4 

1 

- 

Raynham, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

1 

Rehoboth, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

Seekonk, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2.4 

- 

2 

- 

Somerset, 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

10 

8. 

4 

3 

- 

Swansea, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.1 

3 

4 

3.5 

1 

2 

- 

Taunton, 

27 

2 

5 

4 

3. 

3 

72 

58.1 

50 

5 

- 

Westport, 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

7 

6.7 
364.4 

2 

4 

- 

Total, 

237 

27 

37 

52 

47.1 

45 

445 

295 

53 

5 

Dukes. 

Chilmark, 

Cottage  City,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.6 

1 

- 

- 

Edgartown,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3.8 

3 

- 

1 

Gay  Head, 

Gosnold, 

Tisbury, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

WestTisbury, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.8 

1 

- 

- 

Total, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

7 

5.2 

5 

- 

1 

Essex. 

Amesbury, 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

21 

18.1 

14 

5 

1 

Andover, 

4 

1 

2 

1 

.2 

- 

15 

14.4 

8 

7 

- 

Beverly,  . 

3 

- 

1 

6 

6. 

6 

20 

19.1 

9 

11 

- 

Boxford, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Dativers, 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2. 

2 

24 

21.1 

18 

- 

1 

Essex, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4. 

4 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

- 

Georgetown,  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

4.3 

2 

2 

- 

Gloucester, 

7 

- 

- 

5 

5. 

5 

53 

39.3 

30 

7 

- 

Groveland, 

~ 

~ 

~ 

- 

~ 

~ 

7 

4.6 

2 

1 

" 
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Children 
der  16 

UN- 

Idiotic. 

Insane. 

TOWNS 

BY 

C 

1* 

Remaining 
Mar.  31, 

1897. 

d 

CB 

c3 

d 

Remaining 
Mar.  31,  1897. 

COUNTIES. 

c 

CI; 
3 

as 

CD 

a 

to 

tin 

03 

•r-  05 

a  ao 

s-" 

01 

a 

to 

to 
a 

3 

O    IE 

"■as 
gu 

<1^ 

o> 
- 

o 

6 

OB 

6 

> 

0,  CO 

6 

t> 

pW 

00 

to 

a 

H 

to 

< 

C5 

to 

< 

B 

§ 

Essex  — Con. 

Hamilton, 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Haverhill, 

39 

10 

8 

12 

7.1 

8 

58 

44.1 

30 

14 

_ 

Ipswich, 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

8 

7. 

2 

6 

_ 

Lawrence, 

53 

24 

7 

2 

2. 

2 

185 

154.4 

100 

61 

1 

Lynn, 

62 

4 

25 

9 

9. 

9 

145 

95.5 

104 

12 

_ 

Lynufield, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Manchester, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5. 

5 

_ 

_ 

Marblehead, 

4 

1 

3 

5 

4.3 

4 

13 

11.9 

9 

2 

1 

Merrimac, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

4. 

3 

_ 

1 

Methuen, 

* 

4 

1 

1 

1 

.1 

_ 

18 

16. 

14 

1 

Middleton, 

1 

Nahant,   . 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Newbury, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

3. 

1 

_ 

2 

Newburyport, 

4 

2 

- 

5 

4.6 

4 

42 

33.7 

24 

8 

1 

North  Andover, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.2 

3 

9 

8.1 

6 

1 

_ 

Peabody, 

7 

4 

2 

7 

7. 

7 

29 

27.9 

27 

2 

_ 

Rockport, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.9 

3 

11 

9.9 

8 

1 

_ 

Rowley,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.8 

2 

_ 

2 

Salem,     . 

64 

5 

46 

1 

1. 

1 

99 

83.5 

33 

50 

_ 

Salisbury, 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

Saugus,   . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.3 

1 

12 

11.2 

9 

2 

_ 

Swampscott, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9. 

9 

_ 

_ 

Topsfield, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Wenham, 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

West  Newbury,     . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

3 

1 

- 

Total, 

267 

52 

101 

79 

68.7 

67 

814 

663.9 

481 

196 

10 

Franklin. 

Ashfleld, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

3 

_ 

_ 

Bernardston, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

3.1 

3 

_ 

_ 

Buckland, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

7. 

3 

4 

_ 

Charlemont, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

Col  rain,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.6 

3 

_ 

Conway, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

5. 

4 

1 

_ 

Deerfield, 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

4.7 

2 

3 

_ 

Erving,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

G-ill, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

Greenfield, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

14 

11.5 

7 

2 

1 

Hawley,  . 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Heath,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Leverett, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

2.6 

2 

_ 

_ 

Leyden,  . 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Monroe,  . 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Montague, 

11 

3 

7 

3 

3. 

3 

8 

7.2 

7 

_ 

1 

New  Salem, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

1.7 

2 

_ 

Northfield, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.4 

3 

_ 

_ 

Orange,   . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

5. 

2 

3 

„ 

Rowe, 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

Shelburne, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

4. 

3 

_ 

1 

Shutewbury, 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

3 

5 

b. 

3 

2 

Sunderland, 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1. 

1 

_ 

Warwick, 

5 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

Wendell, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

5. 

4 

1 

Whately, 

3 

8 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

Total, 

20 

11 

13 

13. 

13 

96 

87.8 

66 

15 

6 
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Table  IV.  —  Continued. 


Children  un- 
der 16. 

Idiotic. 

Insane. 

TOWNS 

Remaining 
Mar.  31, 

1897. 

u 

a 

1* 

u 

Remaining 
Mar.  81.  1897. 

I'.Y 

6 

a 

6 

6 

COUNTIES. 

£3 

»  1 

43 

0> 

bi> . 

a  Co 

4> 

i 

o 

a 

33 

a 

9) 

l-T 

a 

S 

1— 1  o 

1   ° 

0> 

6 
fc3 

c 

H 

6 

< 

<B  CO 

6 

^ 

a 

h-l 

H 

Hampden. 

Agawam, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5.3 

5 

1 

- 

Blandford, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brim  field, 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

4. 

_ 

4 

- 

Chester,  . 

3 

_ 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

1.9 

2 

_ 

- 

Chicopee, 

15 

- 

5 

1 

1. 

1 

44 

40. 

32 

8 

2 

East  Longmeadow, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.5 

1 

- 

- 

Granville, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.3 

4 

- 

1 

Hampden, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

Holland,. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

.     2 

- 

- 

Holyoke, 

28 

_ 

17 

1 

1. 

- 

72 

62.7 

35 

30 

- 

Longmeadow, 

Ludlow,  . 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1.4 

1 

- 

1 

Monson,  . 

2 

- 

1 

5 

4.6 

5 

9 

8.2 

3 

4 

- 

Montgomery,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Palmer,   . 

1 

_ 

- 

6 

3.6 

3 

15 

13.4 

8 

5 

- 

Russell,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Southwick, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

Springfield,     . 

38 

10 

3 

5 

4. 

4 

102 

85.7 

20 

65 

- 

Tolland,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

- 

Wales,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

3 

3. 

1 

_ 

2 

Westfield, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

25 

19.6 

18 

4 

- 

West  Springfield,  . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

10 

8.5 

7 

- 

- 

Wilbraham,    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

Total, 

90 

12 

30 

25 

20.3 

19 

316 

272.5 

149 

121 

7 

Hampshire. 

Amherst, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

3 

5 

5. 

5 

- 

- 

Belchertown,  . 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

- 

Chesterfield,  . 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Cummington, 

3 

- 

3 

3 

2.6 

3 

3 

3. 

2 

- 

1 

Easthampton, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

19 

16.1 

6 

7 

1 

Enfield,    . 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

6. 

4 

- 

2 

Goshen,   . 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.3 

- 

- 

- 

Gran  by,  . 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Greenwich,     . 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hadley,    . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.5 

- 

7 

4.8 

3 

1 

- 

Hatfield,  . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

- 

Huntington,    . 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

- 

Middlefield,    . 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Northampton, 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

35 

28.7 

17 

14 

- 

Pelham, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Plainfield, 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

- 

Prescott, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Southampton, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.5 

2 

- 

- 

South  Hadley, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

9.6 

10 

- 

- 

Ware, 

11 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

18 

14. 

17 

- 

- 

Westhampton, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

2 

- 

- 

Williamsburg, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

1 

Worthington, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.2 

2 

- 

1 

Total, 

25 

3 

7 

18 

17.1 

IV 

13S 

120.2 

92 

24 

6 

Middlesex. 

Acton,     . 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

4.5 

2 

1 

- 

Arlington, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

8 

8. 

4 

2 

2 

Ashby,    . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

- 

Ashland, 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.1 

1 

4 

4. 

2 

1 

1 

Ayer, 

1 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.7 

3 

1 

- 
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Table  IV.  —  Continued. 


Children  un- 
der 16. 

Idiotic 

Insane. 

TOWNS 

BT 

Remaining 
Mar.  31, 

1897. 

3 

6 

3 

3 

d 

Remaining 
Mar.  31,  1897. 

COUNTIES. 

0) 

a 

s 

a 

2 

CD 

.5 

a 

)— i  O 

to 

<1* 

— 

6 

a 

at 

6 

> 
< 

<vco 

> 
<1 

aH 

a 

Middlesex—  Con. 

Bedford, 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

2 

1.9 

1 

1 

_ 

Belmont, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

.7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Billerica, 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

5 

4.1 

1 

2 

_ 

Boxborough, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Burlington, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cambridge, 

69 

6 

20 

15 

14.7 

15 

204 

145.6 

133 

24 

4 

Carlisle,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Chelmsford, 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

7 

6.6 

4 

2 

_ 

Concord, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

5.5 

5 

_ 

_ 

Dracut,    . 

-  _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

6.9 

5 

1 

_ 

Dunstable, 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

_ 

_ 

1 

Everett,  . 

3 

_ 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

14 

11.8 

11 

_ 

_ 

Framingham, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

12 

10.7 

10 

1 

_ 

Groton,    . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

o. 

2 

7 

5.5 

2 

3 

_ 

Holheton, 

2 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

12 

10.4 

7 

3 

_ 

Hopkinton, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

16 

13.3 

10 

2 

_ 

Hudson,  . 

4 

- 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

9 

6.1 

5 

1 

_ 

Lexington, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

_ 

_ 

Lincoln,  . 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

3.7 

5 

_ 

_ 

Littleton, 

3 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Lowell,    . 

114 

27 

7 

5 

4. 

5 

207 

170.6 

68 

89 

_ 

Maiden,  . 

43 

2 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

42 

37. 

39 

_ 

_ 

Marlborough, 

19 

- 

1 

7 

5.4 

5 

30 

21.7 

12 

9 

_ 

Maynard, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

5 

5. 

4 

1 

_ 

Medford, 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

19 

17.7 

15 

1 

_ 

Melrose, . 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

16 

14.2 

13 

_ 

„ 

Natick,    . 

4 

_ 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

29 

23.8 

17 

1 

2 

Newton,  . 

8 

1 

- 

5 

5. 

5 

32 

28.5 

23 

4 

1 

North  Reading 

?» 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

Pepperell, 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

4.4 

5 

1 

- 

Reading, 

3 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

8 

7.3 

5 

1 

1 

Sherborn, 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

Shirley,   . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.9 

_ 

5 

4. 

2 

1 

_ 

Somerville, 

5 

- 

3 

3 

3. 

3 

62 

43. 

44 

_ 

2 

Stoueham, 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

3. 

3 

17 

15.1 

13 

1 

_ 

Stow, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

~ 

Sudbury, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

4. 

4 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

_ 

Tewksbury, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.1 

2 

5 

4.2 

1 

3 

_ 

Townsend, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.1 

10 

5.7 

2 

4 

_ 

Tynysborougi 

), 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

.9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Wakefield, 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4. 

8 

3.6 

4 

_ 

1 

Waltham, 

22 

_ 

16 

1 

1. 

50 

38.5 

10 

27 

Watertown,    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

13 

11. 

10 

2 

1 

Way  land, 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

4. 

3 

1 

Westford, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

6.1 

7 

_ 

_ 

Weston,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

_ 

Wilmington, 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

4.8 

3 

_ 

_ 

Winchester, 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Woburn, 

11 

6 

5 

3 

3. 

3 

39 

36.9 

31 

1 

- 

Total, 

330 

46 

69 

98 

92.3 

92 

969 

781. 

554 

198 

16 

Nantucket. 

Nantucket, 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4. 

4 

12 

11.7 

6 

5 

- 

Norfolk. 

Avon, 

5 

- 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.1 

3 

_ 

_ 

Bellingham,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

4 

3.8 

_ 

4 

_ 

Braintree, 

~ 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

5 

3.5 

4 

- 
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Table  IV.  —  Continued. 


Children 

DER   16 

UN- 

Idiotic. 

Insane.' 

TOWNS 

BY 

6 
>* 

Remaining 

Mar.  SI, 

1897. 

a 

d 

3 

6 
>< 

6 

Remaining 
Mar.  31,  1897. 

COUNTIES. 

a 

03     00 

9 

4) 
,£3 

C 

M 

S-. 

05 

St)    . 

Dt- 

a  ao 

a 

4) 

CS 

3 

is 

J  o 

m 
—  o 

o 
u 
0 

6 

a 

H 

6 

> 
< 

03 

6 

■5 

a 

* 

H 

Norfolk  — Con. 

Brookline, 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

22 

19.6 

20 

- 

- 

Canton,   . 

2 

_ 

2 

3 

2.7 

2 

13 

11. 

9 

1 

- 

Cohasset, 

9 

1 

7 

2 

2. 

2 

9 

7.7 

7 

1 

- 

Dedham, 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

15 

12.7 

13 

- 

- 

Dover,     . 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Foxborough, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

FrankliD, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

5.6 

4 

1 

- 

Ho  lb  rook, 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

2.6 

2 

- 

- 

Hyde  Park, 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2.6 

3 

14 

11.6 

12 

- 

- 

Medrield, 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

1.2 

1 

- 

- 

Med  way, 

2 

- 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

9 

9. 

7 

2 

- 

Millis,      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

Milton,     . 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

9 

9. 

8 

1 

- 

Needham, 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

Norfolk, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Norwood, 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

5.5 

5 

- 

- 

Quincy,   . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

23.6 

19 

2 

- 

Randolph, 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

16 

13.2 

12 

2 

- 

Sharon,    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.2 

2 

1 

- 

Stoughton, 

5 

- 

5 

1 

1. 

1 

13 

12.6 

9 

3 

- 

Walpole, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5. 

4 

- 

1 

Welleeley, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

9 

8.7 

8 

1 

- 

Weymouth, 

5 

- 

- 

7 

7. 

7 

25 

18.2 

12 

4 

1 

Wrentham, 

5 

2 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

7 

5.7 

4 

3 

- 

Total, 

44 

3 

27 

40 

39.3 

39 

235 

202.1 

171 

26 

3 

Plymouth. 

Abington, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

9 

7.9 

8 

- 

1 

Bridgewater,  . 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

9 

8.5 

3 

5 

- 

Brockton, 

19 

4 

2 

6 

5.1 

5 

38 

30.6 

18 

14 

- 

Carver,    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Duxbury, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

7 

6.1 

5 

1 

- 

East    Bridgewater 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

8 

6.6 

6 

1 

- 

Halifax,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Hanover, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

5 

4.9 

2 

2 

- 

Hanson,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.4 

4 

- 

- 

Hingham, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.8 

2 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

- 

Hull, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kingston, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

5 

5. 

5 

- 

- 

Lakeviile, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

- 

Marion,   . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

2.7 

1 

- 

1 

Marshrield,     . 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

Mattapoisett,  . 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

1 

.1 

- 

- 

- 

Middleborough, 

1 

- 

- 

7 

7. 

7 

14 

13.8 

8 

4 

1 

Norwell, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5.6 

3 

2 

- 

Pembroke, 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

7 

5.7 

6 

1 

- 

Plymouth, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

21 

20.3 

21 

- 

- 

Plymptou, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

Rochester, 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

4 

3.1 

1 

2 

- 

Rockland, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

3 

9 

6.7 

6 

- 

- 

Scituate, 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4. 

2 

- 

1 

Wareham, 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.4 

2 

1 

- 

West  Bridgewater 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

3.6 

1 

2 

- 

Whitman, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5.1 

3 

- 

2 

Total, 

29 

9 

5 

37 

35.9 

35 

184 

161.1 

117 

37 

(3 
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CHILDREN,    IDIOTS    AND    INSANE    PERSONS. 


Table  IV.  —  Continued. 


Children 
der  16 

TO- 

Idiotic. 

Insane. 

TOWNS 

BY 

3 

Remaining 

Mar.  31, 

1897. 

a3 
1* 

d 

3 

d 

Remaining 
Mar.  31,  1897. 

COUNTIES. 

S3 

a 

6 

S3 

S3 

a 

so 

0) 

6D    . 

a  t~ 
■~  O 
a  -x} 

'a  "" 

01 

S3 

a 

Cj 

3 

O    in 

g-a 

ca 

<QS3 

6 

a 

H 

d 

> 

< 

a,  CO 

6 

> 

< 

aH 

m 

5    \u 

8UFFOLK. 

Boston,    . 

595 

12 

464 

76 

74.5 

76 

1,658 

1,313. 

1,060 

32 

38 

Chelsea,  . 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2. 

2 

46 

32.6 

32 

_ 

4 

Revere,   . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

.8 

1 

9 

8.2 

8 

_ 

_ 

Winthrop, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77.3 

- 

2 

1.4 

1 

- 

- 

Total, 

599 

12 

468 

79 

79 

1,715 

1,354.9 

1,101 

32 

42 

Worcester. 

Ashburuham, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

5.1 

3 

2 

«. 

Athol,      . 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

11 

10. 

8 

2 

_ 

Auburn,. 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Barre, 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

2.6 

_ 

1 

1 

Berlin,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

6. 

3 

3 

Blackstone,     . 

5 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

11.7 

10 

2 

Bolton,    . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

Boylston, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

3 

2.9 

1 

1 

_ 

Brookfleld, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

9 

6.8 

3 

4 

_ 

Charlton, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

1 

2 

_ 

Clinton,  . 

16 

1 

15 

1 

.3 

_ 

25 

23.8 

21 

1 

1 

Dana, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

Douglas, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dudley,  . 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

5.3 

4 

1 

_ 

Fitchburg, 

4 

2 

- 

3 

2.7 

2 

47 

37.3 

16 

22 

_ 

Oardner, 

2 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

11 

9.5 

6 

5 

_ 

Orafton,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.5 

1 

8 

7.6 

6 

1 

Hardwick, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

9 

8.5 

4 

5 

Harvard, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

Holden,   . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

2 

1.9 

2 

_ 

Hopedale, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

Hubbardston, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Lancaster, 

8 

1 

5 

4 

4. 

4 

6 

4.1 

2 

1 

_ 

Leicester, 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

6 

6. 

3 

3 

_ 

Leominster,    . 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

20 

17.9 

13 

4 

1 

Lunenburg,     . 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.3 

2 

5 

5. 

1 

4 

Mendon, . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

•     2 

_ 

Milford,  . 

3 

2 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

21 

19.1 

15 

2 

_ 

Millbury, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

13 

11.9 

10 

1 

_ 

New  Braintree, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Northborough, 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

4 

4. 

4 

_ 

_ 

Northbridge,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10 

10. 

8 

1 

1 

North  Brookfleld,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

9 

8.4 

6 

2 

1 

Oakham, 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

1. 

1 

Oxford,    . 

- 

_ 

_ 

5 

5. 

5 

8 

7.1 

5 

1 

Paxton,    . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

.9 

1 

_ 

Petersham, 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

.8 

4 

3.3 

1 

2 

_ 

Phlllipston,     . 

- 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

Princeton, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

.9 

1 

_ 

_ 

Royalston, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

.2 

_ 

_ 

Rutland, 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Shrewsbury,  . 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

Southborough, 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Southbridge,  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

16 

15. 

11 

4 

_ 

Spencer, 

3 

- 

- 

1 

.1 

_ 

8 

5.9 

2 

4 

_ 

Sterling. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

5 

4.6 

1 

2 

_ 

Sturbridge,     . 

9 

1 

7 

2 

2. 

2 

4 

3.2 

2 

2 

Sutton,    . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3. 

3 

11 

9.1 

1 

6 

1 

Templeton,     . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

6 

5.1 

2 

3 

Upton,     . 

" 

- 

~ 

~ 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

xl 
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Table  IV. — Concluded. 


SUMMARY   BY   COUNTIES. 


Barnstable, 

4 

2 

2 

33 

31.9 

31 

78 

67.4 

49 

16 

2 

Berkshire, 

29 

4 

15 

41 

40.2 

38 

161 

137.9 

106 

24 

7 

Bristol,    . 

237 

27 

37 

52 

47.1 

45 

446 

364.4 

294 

53 

5 

Dukes,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

7 

5.2 

5 

_ 

1 

Esses, 

267 

52 

101 

79 

68.7 

67 

814 

663.9 

481 

196 

10 

Franklin, 

20 

8 

11 

13 

13. 

13 

96 

88.2 

66 

15 

6 

Hampden, 

90 

12 

30 

25 

20.3 

19 

316 

272.5 

149 

121 

7 

Hampshire,     . 

25 

3 

7 

18 

17.1 

17 

138 

120.2 

92 

24 

6 

Middlesex, 

330 

46 

69 

98 

92.3 

92 

969 

781. 

554 

198 

16 

Nantucket, 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4. 

4 

12 

11.9 

6 

5 

_ 

Norfolk,  . 

44 

3 

27 

40 

39.3 

39 

236 

203. li 

171 

27 

3 

Plymouth, 

29 

9 

5 

37 

35.9 

35 

184 

161.1 

117 

37 

6 

Suffolk,   . 

599 

12 

468 

93 

90.5 

90 

1,715 

1,354.9 

1,101 

32 

42 

Worcester, 

82 

21 

32 

99 

87.5 

85 

542 

458.5 

248 

191 

11 

Total, 

1,760 

200 

806 

633 

588.8 

576 

5,714 

4,689.8 

3,441 

939 

V22 

Add  State  Poor,     . 

2,135 

39 

1,172 

233 

180. 

180 

2,190 

1,515. 

864 

496 

31 

Aggregate  of  State 

and  Town  Poor, . 

3,895 

239 

1,978 

866 

768.8 

756 

7,904 

6,204.8 

4,305 

1,435 

loo 
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THE    STATE    AND    TOWN   POOR    SINCE    1863. 

Table  VII.  — Number  of  the  State  Poor  and  of  the  City  and  Town 
Poor  remaining  in  the  Institutions  at  the  Close  of  Each  Official 
Year  from  1863. 
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1863 

633 

570 

536 

m 

238 

258 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2,544 

3,000* 

425 

5,96( 

1864 

,    649 

628 

485 

116 

186 

216 

- 

- 

- 

2,307 

2,700* 

448 

5,45£ 

1865 

637 

541 

482 

91 

152 

235 

- 

- 

- 

2,259 

2,800* 

481 

5,54( 

1866 

707 

561 

311 

129 

147 

272 

- 

- 

- 

2,148 

2,958 

498 

5,604 

1867 

686 

657 

341 

101 

153 

271 

- 

- 

- 

2,209 

3,003 

532 

5,744 

1868 

636 

540 

425 

96 

181 

264 

- 

- 

- 

2,142 

3,012 

552 

5,70C 

1869 

,   690 

397 

364 

51 

145 

234 

- 

- 

- 

1,881 

2,844 

655 

5,38( 

1870 

655 

363 

337 

35 

124 

209 

- 

- 

- 

1,723 

2,758 

728 

5,205 

1871 

639 

408 

397 

29 

91 

215 

- 

- 

- 

1,779 

2,506 

770 

5,05* 

1872 

674 

381 

308 

25 

85 

230 

- 

- 

- 

1,703 

2,483 

844 

5,03C 

1873 

762 

429 

347 

48 

76 

247 

- 

- 

- 

1,909 

2,496 

858 

5,26? 

1874 

805 

409 

375 

82 

128 

291 

- 

- 

- 

2,090 

2,758 

886 

3,734 

1875 

792 

449 

422 

42 

135 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,102 

3,160 

1,044 

6,30f 

1876 

798 

479 

503 

35 

137 

253 

- 

- 

- 

2,205 

3,630 

1,180 

7,01£ 

1877 

919 

466 

389 

51 

158 

239 

- 

- 

- 

2,222 

3,969 

1,310 

7,501 

1878 

897 

473 

249 

174 

134 

198 

80 

- 

- 

2,205 

4,022 

1,479 

7,706 

1879 

846 

421 

225 

191 

126 

202 

149 

- 

- 

2,160 

3,563 

1,634 

7,351 

1880 

840 

370 

158 

240 

119 

183 

134 

- 

- 

2,044 

4,017 

1,760 

7,821 

1881 

888 

332 

129 

209 

81 

176 

112 

- 

- 

1,947 

3,818 

1,941 

7,706 

1882 

789 

365 

210 

239 

94 

161 

115 

- 

- 

1,973 

3,828 

2,075 

7,876 

1883 

894 

332 

63 

289 

111 

157 

150 

- 

- 

1,996 

3,945 

2,156 

8,097 

1884 

940 

310 

95 

279 

100 

153 

153 

- 

- 

2,030 

4,181 

2,161 

8,372 

1885 

776 

293 

304 

309 

123 

154 

214 

- 

- 

2,173 

4,248 

2,204 

8,625 

1886 

786 

239 

267 

249 

113 

141 

200 

- 

- 

1,995 

4,888 

2,305 

9^188 

1887 

836 

212 

324 

228 

111 

104 

165 

115 

- 

2,095 

5,012 

2,413 

9,520 

1888 

783 

184 

420 

261 

92 

104 

104 

113 

- 

2,061 

5,155 

2,588 

9,804 

1889 

758 

173 

403 

248 

94 

88 

110 

196 

- 

2,070 

4,917 

2,764 

9,751 

1890 

718 

146 

509 

262 

131 

101 

142 

158 

- 

2,167 

4,582 

2,629 

9,378 

1891 

759 

110 

536 

324 

129 

80 

139 

137 

- 

2,214 

4,583 

2,648 

9,445 

1892 

724 

116 

705 

394 

108 

84 

135 

170 

- 

2,436 

4,713 

2,774 

9,923 

1893 

837 

69 

672 

362 

147 

81 

142 

132 

44 

2,486 

4,700 

2,979 

10,165 

1894 

971 

19 

833 

341 

121 

73 

130 

134 

37 

2,659 

4,876 

3,056 

10,591 

1895, 

886 

t- 

870 

329 

118 

73 

138 

125 

54 

2,593 

4,994 

3,235 

10,822 

1896, 

993 

123 

931 

288 

146 

69 

116 

96 

42 

2,804 

4,972 

3,553 

11,329 

1897 

938 

198 

1,002 

285 

122 

47 

92 

120 

66 

2,870 

5,050 

3,439 

11,359 

*  Approximate. 


t  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  in  1896  and  1897. 


Note.  — The  figures  for  the  State  Pvimary  School  exclude  children  committed  by  the 
courts  to  the  custody  of  this  Board  ;  for  the  State  Almshouse  and  State  Farm  they  exclude 
cases  of  town  settlement.  The  totals  for  State  Poor,  and  the  general  total,  include  for  Rains- 
ford  Island  Hospital  (abolished  in  1866)    144  in  1863,  35  in  1864,  121  in  1865,  and  23  in  1866. 
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AVERAGE    NUMBER    OF    IN-DOOR    POOR    SINCE    1863. 


Table  VIII.  —  Average  Number  of  the  State,  and  the  City  and 
Town  Poor  in  the  Institutions  Each  Year  from  1863. 
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1863, 

737 

601 

608 

184 

258 

247 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2,750 

3,233 

420 

6,403 

1864, 

733 

557 

560 

145 

212 

232 

- 

- 

- 

2,527 

2,866 

434 

5,827 

1865, 

732 

605 

582 

106 

173 

225 

- 

- 

- 

2,591 

2,896 

465 

5,952 

1866, 

717 

543 

482 

143 

162 

251 

- 

- 

- 

2,399  . 

2,984 

490 

5,873 

1867, 

757 

628 

331 

138 

142 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,259 

3,000 

515 

5,774 

1868, 

731 

646 

408 

95 

167 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,309 

3,010 

560 

5,879 

1869, 

710 

500 

412 

74 

164 

248 

- 

- 

- 

2,108 

3,004 

650 

5,762 

1870, 

724 

442 

335 

52 

147 

237 

- 

- 

- 

1,937 

2,752 

720 

5,409 

1871, 

749 

388 

385 

44 

133 

230 

- 

- 

- 

1,929 

2,680 

745 

5,354 

1872, 

759 

373 

372 

37 

113 

227 

- 

- 

- 

1,881 

2,590 

788 

5,259 

1873, 

816 

367 

332 

50 

95 

248 

- 

- 

- 

1,908 

2,578 

842 

5,328 

1874, 

881 

413 

403 

63 

117 

284 

- 

- 

- 

2,161 

2,715 

865 

5,741 

1875, 

844 

417 

435 

68 

145 

274 

- 

- 

- 

2,183 

2,879 

849 

5,911 

1876, 

916 

422 

427 

53 

160 

259 

- 

- 

- 

2,227 

3,331 

1,039 

6,597 

1877, 

824 

451 

457 

53 

160 

255 

- 

- 

- 

2,300 

3,747 

1,158 

7,205 

1878, 

943 

481 

302 

154 

154 

212 

25 

- 

- 

2,271 

3,903 

1,288 

7,462 

1879, 

945 

448 

309 

185 

134 

200 

142 

- 

- 

2,363 

3,977 

1,402 

7,742 

1880, 

916 

387 

243 

211 

126 

197 

146 

- 

- 

2,226 

3,698 

1,543 

7,467 

1881, 

878 

360 

229 

236 

118 

181 

139 

- 

- 

2,141 

3,654 

1,850 

7,645 

1882, 

860 

383 

223 

243 

89 

167 

130 

- 

- 

2,095 

3,746 

1,998 

7,839 

1883, 

918 

345 

181 

250 

115 

162 

145 

- 

- 

2,116 

3,769 

2,075 

7,960 

1884, 

966 

345 

167 

289 

114 

155 

181 

- 

- 

2,217 

3,911 

2,150 

8,278 

1885, 

958 

299 

350 

305 

120 

154 

209 

- 

- 

2,395 

4,255 

2,200 

8,750 

1886, 

876 

274 

365 

277 

146 

140 

213 

- 

- 

2,291 

4,366 

2,250 

8,907 

1887, 

863 

219 

376 

252 

110 

123 

209 

88 

- 

2,240 

4,358 

2,355 

8,953 

1888, 

811 

206 

490 

233 

111 

112 

173 

148 

- 

2,284 

4,360 

2,370 

9,014 

1889, 

764 

170 

529 

255 

99 

105 

132 

166 

- 

2,220 

4,560 

2,483 

9,263 

1890, 

852 

168 

533 

273 

129 

97 

154 

156 

- 

2,362 

4,528 

2,645 

9,535 

1891, 

812 

124 

596 

353 

115 

90 

153 

166 

- 

2,409 

4,384 

2,666 

9,459 

1892, 

901 

110 

694 

400 

133 

86 

158 

173 

- 

2,655 

4,491 

2,747 

9,893 

1893, 

902 

77 

703 

396 

135 

76 

169 

169 

*28 

2,645 

4,458 

2,955 

10,058 

1894, 

1,052 

69 

858 

376 

138 

81 

153 

144 

46 

2,917 

4,575 

3,067 

10,559 

1895, 

997 

f87 

919 

396 

167 

81 

171 

150 

60 

2,982 

4,879 

3,271 

11,132 

1896, 

1,053 

$107 

992 

369 

PV5 

82 

155 

139 

76 

3,119 

4,768 

3,538 

11,425 

1897, 

1,110 

167 

1,065 

331 

1  171 

64 

1 

137 

121 

i 

33 

3,199 

4,702 

3,602 

11,503 

*  For  34  weeks,  equivalent  to  18  for  a  year,      t  For  9  months,  equal  to  65  for  the  year. 

%  Medrield  Insane  Asylum  in  1896. 

Note.  — The  figures  for  the  State  Primary  School  exclude  children  committed  by  the 
courts;  those  for  the  State  Almshouse  and  the  State  Farm  represent  only  the  State  Poor, 
the  insane  at  those  institutions  who  have  settlements  being  counted  among  the  "Towns' 
Poor  in  Hospitals  and  Asylums."  The  totals  for  State  Poor,  and  therefore  the  general 
totals,  include  for  Rainsford  Island  Hospital,  116  in  1863,  88  in  1864,  68  in  1865,  101  in  1866, 
and  1  in  1867. 
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RECORD    OF    CASES    ADMITTED    IN   1896-97. 
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FORMS    OF   MENTAL    DISEASE, 


T^ble  XXIII. — Forms  of  Mental  Disease  in  Cases  Admitted  or 
Discharged  at  Five  State  Hospitals,  with  Condition  on  Dis- 
charge—1896-97. 
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1.    Physical:  — 

Congenital,     . 

Heredity, 

111  health, 

Senility, 

Use  of  narcotics,   . 

Dissipation,   . 

Intemperance, 

Masturbation, 

Sexual  excess, 

Overwork,     . 

Privation, 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

Menopause,   . 

Puerperal, 

Uterine, . 

Miscarriage,  . 

Puberty, 

Apoplexy,  cerebral  her 

Chronic  brain  disease, 

Epilepsy, 

Chorea,  . 

Paralysis, 

Locomotor  ataxia, 

Nervous  exhaustion, 

Injuries, 

Sunstroke, 

Influenza, 

La  Grippe, 

Phthisis, 
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Heart  disease 

Arterial  disease, 

4.    Diseases  of  Digestive  System  :  — 

Dysentery, 

Enteritis 

Peritonitis, 

Diarrhcea 

Intestinal  catarrh, 

obstruction 

6.    General  Causes :  — 

Old  age 

Bright's  disease 

Cirrhosis  of  liver, 

Gangrene, 

Pyaemia 

Cystitis, 

Abscess, 

Septicaemia, 

Influenza,         

Cancer 
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AVERAGE    DURATION    OF    INSANITY. 
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RESULTS    OF    DIFFERENT    ADMISSIONS. 


Table  XXIX.  —  Results  of  Different  Admissions  at  Seven 
Hospitals. 


Official  Year, 
1896-97. 

Eighteen  Years, 
1880-97. 

CONDITION  ON  DISCHARGE. 

to 

so' 

so 

0) 

3 

"cS 

a 

fa 

3 

o 

0B 

Is 

a 

Qi 
fa 

2 
o 

Whole  number  discharged, 

1,095 

1,116 

2,211 

15,335 

14,377 

29,712 

On  First  Admission, 

904 

871 

1,775 

12,647 

11,605 

24,252 

viz.:  —  Recovered, 

160 

144 

304 

2,467 

2,462 

5,229 

Died,  . 

157 

129 

286 

2,9Q2 

2,463 

5,425 

Otherwise, 

589 

598 

1,185 

6,918 

6,680 

13,598 

On  Second  Admission, 

136 

172 

308 

1,882 

1,819 

3,701 

viz. :  — Recovered, 

12 

24 

36 

350 

381 

731 

Died,  . 

17 

23 

40 

360 

284 

644 

Otherwise, 

107 

125 

232 

1,172 

1,154 

2,326 

On  Third  Admission, 

25 

32 

57 

422 

504 

926 

viz. :  —  Recovered, 

7 

5 

12 

89 

117 

206 

Died,  . 

5 

3 

8 

63 

56 

119 

Otherwise, 

13 

24 

37 

270 

331 

601 

On  Fourth  or  Subsequent  Admissions,  . 

27 

33 

60 

381 

441 

822 

viz.  —  Recovered, 

5 

10 

15 

123 

149 

272 

Died 

2 

4 

6 

38 

44 

82 

Otherwise,          .... 

20 

19 

39 

220 

248 

468 

Whole  number  of  persons  discharged, 

1,092 

1,109 

2,201 

- 

- 

- 

Note.  — The  6even  hosp 

itals 

repo 

rted  3( 

),982  die 

charges 

in  the  e 

ixteen  yt 

ars;  bu 

in  some 

of  the  earlier  years  the  classification  was  incomplete.  The  latter  remark  applies  also  to  the 
three  following  Tables,  XXX.,  XXXI.  and  XXXII.,  in  which  only  the  classified  cases  are 
included  out  of  the  admissions  of  sixteen  years. 
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PARENTAGE    AND    CIVIL    CONDITION. 


Table  XXX.  —  Parentage  of  29,113  Cases  Admitted  within  the 
last  Eighteen  Years  at  Seven  Hospitals  of  Massachusetts. 


Places  of  Parent- 

Males 

(14,864). 

Females 

(14,249). 

Total 

29,113). 

Nativity. 

Fathers. 

Mothers. 

Fathers. 

Mothers. 

Fathers. 

Mothers. 

Massachusetts,     . 

3,372 

3,431 

2,698 

2,715 

6,070 

6,146 

Other  States, 

2,339 

2,316 

1,915 

2,009 

4,254 

4,325 

Total  American,  . 

5,711 

5,747 

4,613 

4,724 

10,324 

10,471 

Total  foreign,  viz  :  — 

7,835 

7,787 

8,175 

8,054 

16,010 

15,841 

Canada 

940 

972 

972 

1,029 

1,912 

2,001 

Great  Britain, 

1,049 

977 

963 

860 

2,012 

1,837 

Ireland,         .... 

4,735 

4,768 

5,325 

5,322 

10,060 

10,090 

Other  countries,  . 

1,111 

1,070 

915 

843 

2,026 

1,913 

Unknown 

1,318 

1,330 

1,461 

1,471 

2,779 

2,801 

Total 

14,864 

14,864 

14,249 

14,249 

29,113 

*29,113 

*  See  Note  to  Table  XXIX.  on  the  preceding  page. 


Table   XXXI.  —  Civil  Condition   of  30,780  Cases  Admitted  at 
Seven  Hospitals  within  Eighteen   Years  past. 


Year  of  1896-97. 

Total  for  Eighteen 
Years. 

CIVIL   CONDITION. 

| 

Males.    1  Females. 

1 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Unmarried,   .... 

464 

396 

860 

7,417 

5,964 

13,381 

Married,        .... 

447 

420 

867 

6,979 

6,401 

13,380 

Widowed,     .... 

84 

179 

263 

1,152 

2,580 

3,732 

Divorced,      .... 

5 

4 

9 

27 

52 

79 

Unknown,     .... 

15 

1 

16 

137 

71 

208 

Totals 

1,015 

1,000 

2,015 

15,712 

15,068 

30,780 
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OCCUPATIONS    OF    PERSONS    ADMITTED,    ETC. 


Table   XXXII.  —  Occupations   of  Persons   Admitted  at  Seven 
Hospitals,  1880-1897. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


Educated  or  professional, 

Domestic 

Farmers,  .... 
Housekeepers, 

Laborers 

Mechanical, 
Operatives, 
Traders, 
Miscellaneous, . 
No  occupation,  or  unknown, 
Total, 


Official  Year, 
1896-97. 


64 
10 

111 

205 

287 

81 

98 

57 
98 


1,011 


162 
24 

290 
42 

114 
56 
45 
25 

192 


J 13 

172 
135 
290 
247 
.0! 
137 
443 
82 
290 


2,010 


Eighteen  Years, 
1880-97. 


~- 


1,045 

167 

1,416 

3,174 
4,952 

898 
1,802 

669 
1,580 


15,703 


479 
2,726 

334 
4,673 

613 
1,647 


294 

2,785 


15,046 


1,524 
2,893 
1,750 
4,673 
3,787 
6,599 
1,894 
2,301 
963 
4,365 


30,749 


Table  XXXIII. — Admissions,  Readmissions  and  Recoveries. 


is 

*a 

a! 

03 

o 

■  1 

%i 

o  o    . 

a 

C3 

■  - 

C8.2 

> 

o 

o 

YEARS  ENDING:  SEPT.  30. 

*8 

^  a 

&a 

H  b  a 

05     . 
IS 

si 

e;  <*> 
H 

^3        « 
o>   00  > 
*j    0)    o 

o  5  « 

§\2cs 

P3 

f  Worcester 

6,640 

5,575 

1,065 

4,710 

2,830 

429 

1,434 

Taunton, 

5,019 

4,120 

899 

3,725 

1,294 

367 

957 

00 

Northampton 

2,557 

1,995 

562 

1,825 

732 

213 

515 

Danvers, 

6,904 

5,816 

1,088 

5,029 

1,875 

342 

1,201 

Westborough,    .... 
.    Total  for  Sixteen  Yeaks, 

3,408 

2,257 

1,151 

2,189 

1,219 

128 

796 

24,528 

19,763 

4,765 

17,478 

7,950 

1,479 

4,903 

r  Worcester, 

542 

456 

86 

429 

113 

26 

85 

Taunton 

408 

346 

62 

315 

93 

14 

73 

i 

00 

Northampton,     .... 

182 

147 

35 

138 

44 

11 

30 

Danvers, 

336 

260 

76 

240 

96 

17 

66 

Westborough,     .... 
.     Total 

321 

224 

97 

224 

97 

24 

73 

1,789 

1,433 

356 

1,346 

443 

92 

327 

Seventeen  Years,  . 

25,317 

21,196 

5,121 

18,824 

8,393 

1,571 

5,230 
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APPENDIX  II. 


Names  of  Persons  sent  from  Boston  out  of  the  /State,  or  to  places 
within  the  State,  by  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor,  during 
the  Year  ending  September  30,  1897,  under  the  Provisions  of 
Public  Statutes,  Chapter  79,  Section  14,  viz. :  — 

"  Sect.  14.  If  a  state  pauper  who  has  received  a  permit  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  a  city  or  town  to  become  an  inmate  of  the  state  almshouse  expresses  a  preference  to  be 
sent  to  any  state  or  place  where  he  has  a  legal  settlement,  or  friends  willing  to  support  him, 
the  board  may  remove  said  pauper,  instead  of  committing  him,  if  in  its  judgment  the  in- 
terest of  the  commonwealth  and  of  the  pauper  will  be  promoted  thereby;  but  no  person 
shall  be  so  removed,  unless,  in  the  judgment  of  said  overseers  and  of  the  board,  he  will  be- 
come a  charge  to  the  state  for  at  least  one  year;  and  the  board  shall  return,  in  its  annual 
report,  the  names  of  all  persons  so  removed,  the  places  whence  removed,  and  the  cost  of 
each  removal." 


Date. 

NAME. 

Age. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1896. 

Oct.        1, 

Sarah  M.  Sparcroft,  . 

29 

Kensington,  Eng., 

*$10  00 

2, 

William  Crocker, 

25 

Minneapolis,  Minn., 

10  00 

3, 

Elizabeth  Lund, 

45 

Manchester,  Eng:., 

27  00 

3, 

James  Miller, 

30 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

3, 

George  K.  Rockville, 

29 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

3, 

John  McDonald, 

48 

Woonsocket,  R.  I., 

1  00 

20, 

George  Newman, 

60 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

26, 

William  Lamberti, 

39 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

20, 

Mary  Lamberti, 

38 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

26, 

Mary  E.  Lamberti, 

10 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

1  50 

26, 

Charlotte  Lamberti, 

7 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

1  50 

28, 

James  Flynn, 

52 

Augusta,  Me., 

,3  00 

28, 

Rachel  C.  James, 

48 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 

5  50 

30, 

Harris  Read, 

23 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,     . 

10  65 

Nov.       5, 

William  Sinclair, 

22 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

5, 

Mary  E   Tyler,  . 

25 

Hartford,  Conn., 

2  75 

11, 

Arthur  E.  Marchant, 

1     17 

Nantucket,  Mass., 

3  35 

16, 

Annie  F.  Breame, 

1     42 

Montreal,  Can  ,    . 

9  00 

16, 

William  R  Knox, 

1     49 

Augusta,  Me., 

4  00 

20, 

Louise  Siosse,     . 

I     35 

Argyle,  N.  S  , 

5  00 

21, 

John  Powers, 

19 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

1  20 

24, 

Mary  Dinneen,    . 

19 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  50 

24, 

Mary  Craney, 

26 

Harrison,  N.  J.,  . 

3  40 

24, 

Roderick  McKinnon, 

58 

Halifax,  N.  S.,     . 

5  00 

Dec.       1, 

Joseph  Barden, 

21 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  50 

2, 

Martha  Weston, 

69 

New  Haven,  Conn.,     . 

3  50 

5, 

Thomas  Witham, 

47 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

8, 

Ellis  Marshall,    . 

42 

Pittsfield,  Me.,     . 

5  00 

8, 

Sarah  M    Galland, 

14 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  ] 

.» 

10  65 

14, 

Daniel  H   Trider, 

60 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

16, 

Thodore  H   Paine, 

58 

Portland,  Me.,      . 

1  00 

17, 

John  H.  Knox,    . 

61 

Haverhill,  Mass., 

75 

17, 

Olive  Eaton, 

23 

Camden,  Me., 

3  50 

18, 

Henry  Perigney, 

60 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

21, 

William  Sipson, 

47 

Keene,  N.  H.,      . 

*1  50 

21, 

Joseph  W.  Sipson, 

24 

Keene,  N.  H.,      . 

1  25 

*  Part  fare. 
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Persons  sent  out  of  the  State  —  Continued. 


Date. 

NAME. 

Age. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1896. 

Dec.      23 

William  Lawrence,    . 

56 

Providence,  R.  I., 

$1  00 

23 

Charles  A.  Strout, 

37 

Springfield,  Mass., 

2  23 

24 

Joseph  Floyd,     . 

26 

Providence,  R.  I., 

1  00 

26 

Annie  Emmett,  . 

23 

Port  Norris,  N.  Y., 

7  16 

26 

Joseph  Emmett, 

3 

Port  Norris,  N.  Y., 

- 

26 

Morris  Emmett, 

13-12 

Port  Norris,  N.  Y., 

- 

29 

James  Craney,    . 

28 

Harrison,  N.  J.,  . 

3  40 

1897. 

Jan.        3 

Joseph  R.  May,  .... 

47 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

1  20 

4 

Ann  Wallace, 

55 

Manchester,  N.  H., 

1  25 

7 

Frank  Conroy,    . 

16 

Portland,  Me., 

1  00 

9 

Mary  Lynch, 

23 

Middletown,  Conn., 

2  90 

9 

Charles  H.  Ward, 

25 

Galveston,  Texas, 

21  00 

9 

Ada  L.  Ward,     . 

22 

Galveston,  Texas, 

21  00 

13 

Florence  Johnson, 

38 

Kansas  City,  Mo., 

*10  00 

14 

George  A.  Chatfield, 

67 

Derby,  Conn., 

3  80 

15 

Charlotte  L.  Oakes, 

35 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

5  00 

19 

Eliza  Liscorab,    . 

37 

Bridgeport,  Conn., 

*4  00 

19 

Mary  E.  Liscomb, 

11 

Bridgeport,  Conn., 

- 

19 

Ellen  A.  Liscomb, 

9 

Bridgeport,  Conn., 

- 

Feb.        4 

Jane  Jordan, 

21 

Middleburg,  N.  C, 

10  90 

4 

Amelia  Atwell,  . 

23 

Toronto,  Can  , 

*6  00 

5 

FranE  W.  Mullen, 

35 

St.  John,N.  B.,  . 

6  50 

5 

John  Simko, 

28 

Baltimore,  Md.,   . 

8  50 

5 

Annie  Simko, 

21 

Baltimore,  Md.,  . 

8  50 

8 

Richard  Coppinger, 

40 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

10 

John  -1.  Remsen, 

46 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  50 

10 

Emma  Remsen,  . 

38 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  60 

10 

Harry  Remsen,  . 

8 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

1  75 

10 

Mabel  Remsen,  . 

6 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

- 

10 

Peter  McDermott, 

41 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

11 

Alice  Lay  ton, 

23 

Burnham,  Me.,     . 

5  00 

11 

James  Cox,  Jr.,  . 

15 

Eastport,  Me., 

4  50 

18 

G-eorge  E.  Haskins, 

43 

Nashua,  N.  H.,    . 

1  00 

18 

Eliza  A.  Haskins, 

37 

Nashua,  N.  H.,    . 

1  00 

18 

Annie  M.  Haskins, 

1  8-12 

Nashua,  N.  H.,    . 

- 

19 

Maud  Mitchell,   . 

16 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

19 

Joseph  Merchant, 

17 

Woonsocket,  R.  I., 

88 

19 

John  Soley, 

17 

Woonsocket,  R.  I., 

88 

24 

Adolph  Rosenband, 

29 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

24 

Dora  Rosenband, 

27 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

24 

Katie  Rosenband, 

8 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

1  50 

24 

Philip  Rosenband, 

5 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

- 

24 

Bertha  Rosenband, 

2| 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

- 

March    2 

Edmund  Cross, . 

26 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

4 

William  H.  Harrison 

30 

Washington,  D.  C, 

9  75 

5 

Margaret  Murthon, 

39 

Elmira,  N.  Y.,      . 

*6  00 

9 

Benjamin  Doolan, 

51 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

13 

Nellie  Morrison, 

22 

Margaree,  C.  B., . 

15  40 

13 

Mary  Wilson, 

4-12 

Margaree,  C.  B.,  . 

- 

20 

Edith  Weightman, 

17 

London,  Eng., 

25  50 

25 

James  McPherson, 

19 

Alberton,  P.  E.  I., 

10  75 

26 

Mary  Denton, 

35 

Troy,  N.  Y  , 

4  50 

26 

James  Denton,   . 

10 

Troy,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

26 

Sarah  Denton,    . 

7 

Troy,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

26 

John  Denton, 

2 

Troy.N.  Y., 

- 

26 

Samuel  A.  Sagacy, 

57 

Togus,  Me  , . 

2  46 

26 

John  Cannon, 

30 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

29 

George  D.  Johnson, 

44 

Athol,  Mass., 

2  13 

31 

Richard  Gordon, 

60 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

April      2 

Thomas  Prior,    . 

23 

Providence,  R.  I., 

1  00 

3 

John  Curran, 

54 

Lowell,  Mass., 

75 

3 

Margaret  Fisher, 

15 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

3 

Mary  McDonald, 

27 

Antigonish,  N.  S., 

8  95 

3 

Samuel  P.  Benson, 

62 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

16 

Dominico  Barbieri, 

55 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

*  Part  fare. 
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Persons  sent  out 

of  the  State  —  Concluded 

• 

Date. 

NAME. 

Age. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1897. 

April    16 

James  Allen 

24 

New  York,  N.  T., 

$3  00 

17 

Millnor  Hirsh,     . 

13 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

1  50 

17 

Harriet  Boisvert, 

40 

Berlin,  N.  H.,       . 

5  25 

17 

Moise  Boisvert,  . 

12 

Berlin,  N.  H.,      . 

5  25 

17 

Adelard  Boisvert, 

10 

Berlin,  N.  H.,      . 

_ 

17 

Nellie  Roy, 

27 

Liverpool,  Eug  , . 

25  50 

17 

Sobheratie  Roy, 

n 

Liverpool,  Eng., . 

12  75 

17 

Mary  I.  Hoy, 

6-52 

Liverpool,  Eng., . 

- 

21 

Timothy  J.  Powell, 

58 

Togus,  Me., 

*1  70 

2:} 

George  Carey,    . 

62 

Toeus,  Me., 

2  25 

26 

John  Hennessey, 

46 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

27 

Edward  Eayrs,  . 

67 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

28 

Daniel  Henry,     . 

31 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  . 

3  50 

29 

Frank  N.  Langham, 

24 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

29 

William  Kelley, 

19 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

29 

Joseph  J.  Frade, 

40 

Fayal,  Wrest  Islds., 

20  00 

29 

Anthony  J.  Reis, 

43 

Fayal,  West  Islds., 

20  00 

30 

Gilbert  Boiling, . 

20 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

30 

William  Bloom, 

19 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

2  25 

May       1 

Sarah  A.  Benbow, 

36 

Wrexham,  Eng., 

26  50 

1 

Margaret  Benbow, 

8 

Wrexham,  Eng., 

13  25 

1 

Edward  J.  Benbow, 

4 

Wrexham,  Eng., 

13  25 

1 

Patrick  Purcell, . 

32 

Lancashire,  Eng., 

26  75 

3 

Thomas  Peach,  . 

61 

Togus,  Me., 

2  25 

5 

Mary  E.  Dunn,  . 

30 

Bernyn,  Pa., 

7  03 

10 

Lilian  Severy,     . 

36 

Washington,  D.  C, 

12  50 

10 

Florence  Severy, 

17 

Washington,  D.  C, 

12  50 

10 

James  McCormick, 

59 

Essex,  Vt.,  . 

6  72 

11 

Moses  Loud, 

58 

Augusta,  Me., 

3  00 

11 

Julius  Nockman, 

71 

Ashland,  N.  H  ,  . 

3  00 

12 

John  Ryan, 

23 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

12 

James  Ward, 

22 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

13 

Lizzie  McGlennen, 

30 

Nantasket,  Mass., 

50 

13 

Herbert  Mark,    . 

23 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

1  20 

13 

Alpheus  Farnum, 

63 

Bangor,  Me., 

6  00 

15 

Mary  A.  Perkins, 

32 

Boith,  Wales, 

28  00 

17 

Margaret  Taylor, 

56 

Summerside,  P.  E.  I. 

14  75 

24 

William  Jackson, 

22 

Hampton,  N.  H., 

1  13 

24 

John  Lee,    . 

23 

Hampton,  N.  H., 

1  13 

24 

Henry  F.  Chandler, 

55 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  50 

25 

Elsie  Butler, 

11 

Conway  Station,  P.  E 

!i, '. 

5  60 

25 

James  White, 

59 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt., 

5  00 

29 

Joseph  Harkins, 

30 

Ireland, 

*5  00 

June       2 

Joseph  Meyers,  . 

46 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

4 

Frank  Harrington, 

51 

Togus,  Me., 

*1  00 

14 

Mary  Sykes, 

46 

Manchester,  N.  H., 

1  25 

24 

John  Begley, 

49 

Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y., 

5  40 

25 

William  J.  Ashton, 

69 

Providence,  R.  I., 

1  00 

25 

John  L.  Poynter, 

26 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

28 

Jennie  Seward,  . 

21 

Winchester,  N.  H., 

2  81 

30 

Thomas  Pye, 

61 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

30 

Annie  Pye, 

62 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

July        2 

Samuel  Berlin,    . 

27 

Baltimore,  Md.,   . 

8  00 

2 

Hattie  Berlin, 

7 

Baltimore,  Md.,  . 

4  00 

2 

Dora  Berlin, 

6 

Baltimore,  Md.,   . 

- 

3 

William  G.  Crowley, 

27 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

27 

Annie  Berlin, 

26 

Baltimore,  Md.,  . 

9  00 

27 

Sarah  Berlin, 

2 

Baltimore,  Md.,  . 

- 

27 

Fannie  Berlin,    . 

01 

Baltimore,  Md.,   . 

_ 

Aug.       7 

Maggie  Johnson, 

18 

Biddeford,  Me.,   . 

2  50 

7 

Hannah  Connell, 

17 

Biddeford,  Me.,   . 

2  50 

26 

Edmund  Davis,  . 

40 

Milford,  Me., 

4  50 

30 

Jennie  Morse,     . 

33 

Randolph,  Vt.,     . 

4  65 

Sept.       4 

Josephine  Davis, 

40 

Bangor,  Me., 

4  50 

4 

Charlotte  Davis, 

17 

Bangor,  Me., 

4  50 

4 

Edgar  Davis, 

6 

Bangor,  Me., 

- 

18 

Thomas  Dougherty, 

40 

Wolverhampton,  Eng 

, 

27  50 

18 

Edith  Dougherty, 

5 

Wolverhampton,  Eng 

, 

13  75 

23, 

Thomas  Walton, 

47 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

5  50 

*  Part  fare. 
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